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THE OLLIVIER CABINET. 


Napoleon III. has formed a Coalition Ministry. 
M. Ollivier would have harnessed a team, docile and 
dumb, to pull the new creaking car of constitutional 


to mean; while, as decorated equerry in chief, he 
himself might ride in front or alongside in free and 
easy fashion as Minister sole. But the Emperor did 
not choose to figure in such a cortége. His keener 
sagacity told him it would not proceed far. 
Danger, dislike, denunciation, he does not fear ; he 
has been long used to these in every form and 
variety. A thorough sportsman in heart, he does 
not mind difficult ground; but a thorough states- 
man in intellect, he has a great objection to being 
made ridiculous. Even temporary quiet, were that 
attainable by a Ministry of mediocrities and muffs, 
would be too dearly purchased at the price. When 
M. Ollivier, therefore, selected his eight hacks, 
all steady, well-conditioned, and warranted fiee 
from ‘vice, he was quietly told that his Majesty 
preferred an indifferent stud, to a first-rate team. 
Diversity was, moreover, to be preferred to uni- 
formity.- The one is characteristic of a battle, a 


or down dale. But from the da 


ready, if not anxious, to purchase aid in office from 
his party antagonists, by the sacrifice of his own 
credulous and sanguine friends. Let us beware, 
then, of taking foolish airs in speaking of coalitions 
in other countries, as if they necessarily betrayed 
an unfitness for constitutional government. They 
are in every case to be measured not by theoretic 
rules, or the illusory standards of precedent, but by 
their reasonableness and fitness in the eyes of the 
community at large. Men who till yesterday have 
been openly opposed to one another on great ques- 
tions of public policy, cannot, with safety to their 
own reputations or with real advantage to the State, 
suddenly agree to enter the same Cabinet. The 
gradations of course are innumerable between such 
incompatibility of antecedents, and the merely for- 
mal or factitious antagonism which often divides men 
that sit side by side in the islature. There is 
no general rule summarily applicable to all cases ; 
but in each, men must combine or refuse to combine, 
at their individual peril. The test is to be found 
in the measures which a Coalition are obliged to 
submit for Parliamentary approval. What will 
those of the new French Cabinet be? | 

As for the Emperor, it is clear that he has had 
enough of the romance of Empire, and that he 
means henceforth to go in for the reality. He has 
proved to the world that for twenty years he was 
able to carry its peace in his hand, and the burthen 
of its international troubles on his back. The 
acrobat is tired; he does not give up, but he 
chooses to sit down and let minor performers show 
what they can do. He has built the theatre, and 
pared the great part which has filled its benches 
and made its reputation. He now prefers to take a 


of Danby to 
those of Palmerston, we have hardly had a Prime 
Minister worthy of the name who has not been 


‘responsibilities of administration. 


chase, or a ball; the other that only of a funeral. 
The would-be sole Minister had to go back to his 
old allies of the Left Centre, with whose aid he 
had affected to be able to dispense; for he was 
told that he must find colleagues, not head clerks. 
MM. de. Talhouet, Daru, Segris, and Buffet, take 
office not as a favour, but because their help is 
wanted ; not because M. Ollivier does them the 
honour to ask them, but because he has not been 
allowed to make the mistake of shutting them out. 

France has thus got once more a Coalition Minis- 
try. The Court retains six seats out of eleven, 
among which are those of War, Marine, and the 
Interior. The Emperor retains the keys of power 
effectually in his own hands ; but he makes a show, 
and a fair show, of admitting the most powerful 
section of the progressive party to a share in the 
For the present 
the riddle is solved by the combination of the 
strength of the two centres. All the chief orators 
of the Chamber—M. Thiers, M. Rouher, and M. 
Jules Favre—are omitted for different causes ; and 
on either flank men of extreme opinions cluster, full 
of biting criticisms, upon the incompatibilities of 
the new administration, and prophecies of its 
speedy downfall. With what else should they 
amuse themselves? Administrative history in 
every constitutional country is full of apt prece- 
dents and parallels, whence demonstration may 
be drawn of the short-livedness of coalitions; but 
its records are also full of examples of their 
longevity. Our own experience of Cabinets in 
England points indeed clearly this way. We have 
a private belief which we are seldom tempted to 
divulge (for it is rathera pet conviction of ours, and 
we Kee it indoors sa tale that what England 
really likes best -is inconsistency. Your stiff- 
necked man of principle, or compact little party true 
to itself, has seldom done much in English political 
life. Everybody of course goes in for. probity, 
poirot, and sticking to one’s principles; and as 
ong as a man is a voluntary preacher, a writer of 
essays, or a member of uncompromising opposition, 
his road is clear before him, however rough, up hill, 


less onerous share of labour, and to widen the scope 
of the attractions on which its permanent prosperity 
must depend. If he any longer dreamt of conquest 
or king-making, he would not so easily have agreed 
to the transmutation he has just begun, of personal 
into responsible government, in so many branches 
of the administration. Enterprise and industry 
already recognise this obvious meaning in the 
judicious change. Commercial confidence is work- 
ing slowly but steadily in France, as from a lon 
and oppressive nightmare; and if M. Ollivier an 
his silicates prove themselves equal to the oppor- 
tunities afforded them, we shall witness during the 
resent year a revival of trade and a diminution of 
the hordes of bullion now lying idle in the Bank of 
France. 


A PERMISSIVE SCHOOLS BILL. 


The advocates of the Birmingham Bill for esta- 
blishing a new system of primary schools have 
stolen a favourite phrase from the propagandists of 
Temperance by Act of Parliamént. 

The “Permissive Bill,” as it is ironically called, 
would give a majority of ratepayers in every paris 
the right to prevent the pure or sale of fer- 
mented liquors, under pain of fine ‘and imprison- 
ment ; as the Permissive Bill of the Education 
League would confer similar power on a like propor- 
tion of the 7 in each town or district, to compel 
all children to be sent to a particular sort of school. 
The purpose in each case is excellent. The Tem- 
perance League wish to put down drunkenness, and 
the Education League want to put down ignorance. 
Both have persuaded themselves that the thick end 
of the wedge is easier got in than the thin ; and that 
a penal statute is a more reliable instrument for 
accomplishing their aim than moral suasion, precept, 
or example. Both will fail eventually; but both 
have an undoubted right to try whether they can 
succeed in bringing Parliament and the publictotheir 
way of thinking. Only let it be understood clearly, 


tants of a locality to set up free schools out of rates 
for the education of their children, they really mean 
compelling the minority,—whether they be Church 
people, Dissenters, or Roman Catholics,—to have 
their sons and daughters instructed in the miracles, 
maxims, and morals of the Old Testament. To say 
that the books of Moses and Solomon are to be read 
in class without note or comment, can only render 
more signal the anomaly of the position thus 
strangely assumed. It is the most significant of all 

ossible forms of confession that no explanation, 
Lawes wise or liberal, would be tolerated or toler- 
able by parents who have been brought up in the 
belief of interpretation the most opposite. Yet it 
is seriously . not merely to leave open, but 
to force, the daily reading by the youth of the whole 
community, of the book which, of all others, needs 
exposition, if it is not to be made a source of error 
and perplexity. 

And this proposal is made at a time when perio- 
dical literature and journalism is filled with dis- 


cussions impugning the authenticity of great portions 
of the J a whys and challenging the cor- 
rectness of the rendering in our tongue, of narratives, 


prophecies, and essays dating back several thousand 
years, As friends to the freest exercise of free 
inquiry, we can never object to candid and learned 
examination of every verse and line that claims the 
reverence of men. -But in all common sense, common 
fairness, and common decency, such inquiries ought 
to be as far as possible reserved for the time of life 
and the condition of culture that are obviously 
indispensable to the elimination of truth. To set 
up as literally infallible, and of sacred obligation on 
the consciences of the young, a series of writin, 
hard to be understood even ‘with the best of oral 
explanation, and the very authorship of which is 
daily made the subject of controversy, would be to 
take a sad and shabby advantage of popular be- 
liefs, It may be wrong, many devout Me think 
it wrong, to make an idol of the Book: | ut what 
is to be thought or said of making it a foot-ball for 
hoyish ridieule and doubt? If revolting incidents 
and miraculous tales can be explained as allegory 
and myth by learned and enlightened criticism, let 
them be explained ; if the cruelties and credulities 
of a semi-barbarous race can be made to illustrate 
the history of human development, let them’ be 
reconciled. If mere chronicle can be firmly dis- 
criminated from antique precept and example, let it 
be so discriminated. But let all this be done with 
loyal and reverent hands,—not conned by rote as it 
might be by so many parrots, or given out upon the 
chance of weighs 3 grins of so manly monkeys. 
For secular schools pure and simple, there is, 
indeed, a great deal to be said. Could all sects be 
brouglit to agree to having them as the only ones 
which ought to receive Treasury aid, many difficul- 
ties would be solved, and many painful disputes 
would be averted. Each religious body would, upon 
one or two set days of the week, provide the means 
for the moral instruction of children, as it now does 


h| for the moral teaching of adults, There would be a 


alpable equity and equality in such an arrange- 
saenh, identical in theor with that which is some 
by the advocates of Voluntaryism. So it would be 
if all the world would make up its mind to drink 
no-more wine or spirits or beer, Jest the stupid and 
sottish should have the opportunity of getting 
drunk. An indiscriminate law for indi inate 
teaching, to be paid for by indiscriminate taxatio: 

could no more be ee of than an universal 
break-up of wine-vaults, breweries, and distilleries 
by the universal wish of a watery-minded commu- 
nity. But what we have to deal with is the pre- 
cisely opposite state of affairs. Not only are the 
very best people of all classes and creeds oa 
pha Ge we firmly believe a | majority of t 

entire nation would be as much opposed ‘to the 
overthrow of all existing seminaries to make way 








that when either speak of permitting the inhabi- 


| for secular. schools, as they would be opposed to 


[ Registered for Transmission Abroad, 











































































emery Nate reteset 




















ee 














a THE EXAMINER AND LONDON REVIEW, JANUARY 8, 1870. 








snforce, by local machinery, the (their only possible source of cost) is met by a 
a Bb ‘4 Maieeaieiar iam Mr Dixon could ‘sinking fund: No promotion money has-been paid, 


no more hope to gonyert the House vf Commons to and there are no 


bentures or preference stocks 


i le of primary schools, than Sir/to divert profits from the pockets of the share- 
nr pyro i Lr ial wie card his Teetotal holders. The company has no liabilities; its cable 


Bill; and the 


ber for Birmingham is evidently |and the cost of laying it ip Sa been paid for. Its 


h afraid of being suspected on the point, that| calculations of future profits have been based exclu- 
he ree spent his best aifoeie during the last three|sively on estimates of existing traffic. The growing 


months in seeking to fumigate his: plan from the trade 
It is quite a mise, he 

to ct the Le f secularism. The 
pasar pe ie se They. direct telegraphic communication with our Austra- 
le, and nothing but lian colonies, China, and Japan. Without any of 


odour of wnsanctity. 


are about. the most religious people goi 
are for the Bible, the whole Bib, 


taken into account, neither has any regard been 
“had to future extensions, as, for instance, lines of 


the Bible,--comprehended, half-comprehended, mis- | these adjuncts, but merely on the estimate of what 
pes oe oa seteanalntnled at all. But is likely immediately to accrue, it is calculated that 
Churchmen, Methodists, Roman Catholics, and we) the receipts of the British-Indian Company will 
know not how many sects beside, reject absolutely | produce no less than 27 per cent. on the cost paid 
Dixonism, as a substitute for Christianity; and so ) by the subscribers, The Falmouth, Gibraltar, and 
objecting they loudly refuse to have it imposed | Malta Company shows a proportionate profit, after 
upon them by law. Where they happen to be a, setting aside 5,000/. each year as a reserve fund. 


clear majority in town council or district board, 
they would indeed, by the Birmingham Bill, have 
the power to preserve and maintain denominational 
schools; but where they happen to be in a minority 


Three auxiliary companies have already placed 
‘their shares on the market with a view to extend 
the communications of the British-Indian. “The 
British -Indian Extension Telegraph Company 


of one, they would have to submit to be taxed for (Limited)” proposes to carry on the line of com- 


edifices and teachers after the new Bibliolatrous | 


pattern; while they must maintain buildings and 
masters for their children according to the old. 
What justice or reason or policy would there be in 
the working of such a law? or what chance of its 
long enduring ? 


TELEGRAPHIC ENTERPRISES. 


By most persons engaged in commerce and trade 
the year on which we have just entered is looked 
forward to hopefully, as promising a revival of en- 
terprise and greater opportunities of acquirin 
profit. Inno branch is it anticipated that 1870 
will be productive of more important events than 
in enterprises bearing upon telegraphic communica- 
tion. On the Ist of February the British Govern- 
ment will take in hand all the internal telegraphs 
of the country. The shareholders in the existing 
companies will, on that day, receive no less than 
six millions and a half sterling out of the Exchequer 
as repayment of the amounts they have invested. 
They have reaped a rich reward, not alone in 
interest, but in capital also. It is a reward which 
their enterprise well merited, and which Parliament 
conceded in no niggard spirit. 

In the course of the present year the Government 
will open 1,500 additional stations in England, 
Wales, and Scotland, for the reception of telegraphic 
messages, If, as has been said of railway inter- 
course, “ the ratio of increase in traffic is proportioned 
to the multiplication of the stations,” large results 
may be anticipated from this multiplication of op- 
portunities of telegraphing at auniformand moderate 
rate. But the increase of profit in this case will 
accrue to the public revenue, whilst what the in- 
vesting public will naturally look to will be the 
profits on their own undertakings. These promise, 


§| Amoy, Sushan, and Shang 


munication from Ceylon to Singapore “as a first in- 
stalment towards connecting Australia and China 
with the Indian and European systems,” This cable 
is to be laid during 1870. The company calculate 
on paying 16 cent. when they reach Singapore ; 
and they fairly assume that their income will be 
doubled when their line is carried on to China and 
Australia, 

“The China Submarine Telegraph Company ” 
propose the former extension. They propose to lay 
a cable from Singapore to Hong Kong, and along 
the Chinese coast to the other British Treaty-ports— 
hai—with the ultimate 
intention of reaching Pekin and Yeddo, This cable 
is be shipped from England during the present year, 
and is to completely laid by 1871. 

“The British-Australian Telegraph Company ” 
issued its prospectus early in the week. It pro- 
poses, in association with the preceding companies, 
to carry on the line of communication from Singa- 
pore to Batavia and Port Darwin, in the Gulf of 
Carpentaria, from whence a land line will connect 
the cable with the existing telegraphic system of 
Australia, This communication is also to be effected 
in 1871. The calculations of profit upon this com- 
pany’s line are 18 per cent. upon the capital, exclu- 
sive of local traffic. 

These telegraphic communications, which will 
almost unite the two ends of the world, and dissi- 
pate the idea that the poles are wide asunder, may 
of themselves be regarded as unique. They will 
constitute a monopoly of communication little likely 
to be infringed, for none but the Telegraphic Con- 
struction and Maintenance Company are able to 
manufacture the cables fitted for the enterprise, and 
no vessel but the Great Hastern is capable of laying 
them, and these interests are both under contract to 

the associated companies. Every day’s experience 





during 1870, to be as large, if not larger, than those impresses on the mercantile community the neces- 


resulting from the Government purchase. 


‘sity for these telegraphs, in the absence of which 


The Great Eastern, at the present moment, is on their enterprises are too frequently abortive. 


her way round the Cape, laden with the telegraphic 
cable which is to bring Bombay into direct commu- 


nication with Suez. Almost every hour we may 
expect to learn that the laying of this cable has 
commenced. The work is to be completed for the 
British-Indian Submarine Telegraph Company by 
April. The Great Eastern then comes home to 
undertake an analogous and almost equally im- 
portant work—the laying of a cable from Falmouth 
to Gibraltar and Malta, which will complete and 

rfect the system of submarine telegraph lines 

tween ‘bee and India, worked, throughout, 
by lish hands, and under one management. 
The cable for this line is now in course of construe- 
tion, and the contractors are under agreement to 
have it laid by the 31st of May. By the month 
of June, therefore, our telegraphic communication 
with India will be put upon a complete and efficient 
footing, no longer subject to the vexatious delays 
and injurious interruptions incident to long land 
lines through countries in which different languages 
are spoken, but worked throughout by English 
hands in the Imperial and commercial interests of 
Britain. 

The prospects of these associated companies must 
be considered promising in the highest possible 
degree. They | ve, in the first place, a very small 
capital on which to pay interest. They have no 
possibilit of any sources of outlay to eat up re- 
ceipts. There will be no non-paying stations. The 
expenditure upon their cable, and its maintenance 


Such are the telegraphic prospects with which we 
open the new year. No doubt when the Ist of 
February comes, and the shareholders of the existin 
telegraphic companies receive their 6,500,000. from 

jovernment, a great impetus will be given to these 

new Eastern telegraphic enterprises. Those who 
have acquired so much by their investments in the 
shares of telegraphic companies will, naturally, be 
prone to place confidence still further in kindred 
investments. The consequence, in all probability, 
will be that in a month or two the new telegraph 
systems will afford the great topic of the conversa- 
tion of the day, whilst the opening of the new direct 
communication with India, in the middle of the 
year, will be looked forward to in commercial circles 
as one of the great events likely to give impetus to 
she commerce of 1870, and the profits to result 
rom it. 





POISONOUS LITERATURE. 


The Rev. Lloyd Jones, Ordinary of Newgate, reite- 
rates the protest which he made last year against 
those cheap periodicals which are devoted to the 
illustration of crime ; and along with this protest 
comes an earnest appeal from a writer in Fraser's 
Magazine, that advocates of the absolute liberty of 
the press should study the columns of a particular 
weekly journal, and then ask whether a “little 
police supervision ” is not desirable. The subject is 





a remarkably difficult one; and, should it be at- 


between England and thg East has not been] 


nary cites. In A 


published in one of the weekly journals referred to, 


shot the corporal. Several times he subsequently 
head.” Very likely it did. There is a possibi 


provocative of the impulse to murder? Are not 
our art galleries full of pictures in which murder is 
displayed with all the dramatic force and fidelity of 
artistic genius? Yet no one imagines that a repre- 
sentation of Jael and Sisera, or of Lady Macbeth, 
or of the beheaded John the Baptist, is likely to 
give a homicidal direction to the current of one’s 
thoughts. When a man is mad with anger, the ae- 
cidental presence of a razor near him may suddenly 
suggest to him the cutting of his wife’s throat ; yet 
no one would say that the razor per se was morall 
dangerous. The difficulties of legislation as re 

the moral influence of art or literature are in the 


any such effort. 
The principle for which the writer in Fraser 


sufficiently advanced for Government to safely 


to repress the 


common decency and morality, or to be directly 
subversive of the public peace.” We have to re- 


already assumed so much of censorship as to under- 


police upon Wych Street and Holywell Street show 
that the Government have plenty of power granted 
them for the purpose. But we presume that the 
of Lord Campbell’s Act so as to include productions 
moral, have an immoral influence. We venture to 


say that if he tried to apply any such a prac- 
tically, he would find himself in an utter ¢ 


artist is no test. We know of books published and 


abominations, and which, nevertheless, embody the 


which are calculated to produce a debasing effect, 


journal which gives its readers highly -ooloutas 


leg and small wit. And if the picture of a crime 


ground that they may instigate other persons to 
commit murder, we must in common consisteney 
abolish police reports along with them. 

We at 


desire to remove from amongst us every species 


question of the relative moral influences of out 
periodical literature. It is in the cases most or 
demanding interference, that interference wo 

perv useless, Take, for example, that fruitful 
ranch of periodical literature which is devoted to” 


kind of contemporary literature, we are certain, b 
been so directly productive of crime as this has 
been ; for we find numbers of these precious storie’ 





mire the spirit which prompts this eager 


poisonous literature; but we fail to see how so dan- 
gerous an experiment can be made with any show — 
of fairness to the people dealt with. We must have 
a definite principle to work upon; for we cannot” 
leave to the discretion of a police-magistrate the © 


in the possession of nearly every young thief wh 





tempted to cure the evil by legislation, it will be @ 
found almost-impossible to “.draw.the line.” Let © 
us take the principal case which the Newgate Ordi. — 
last a soldier was sent for 
trial for having shot his corporal at Aldershot. A — 
aa ws SNE: the occurrence of the crime wag — 
0 ; 


and a number of this periodical made its way into the ~ 
Devonport barracks. Here another soldier had some ~ 
cause of,complaint against his corporal, and, seeing — 
the woodeut in the front of this journal, a similar — 
revenge was suggested to him, and accordingly he © 


said to the Ordinary, “that picture put it into my ‘ 
that if Private Taylor had never seen this jo i ; 
his fit of humour might have passed over, andno ~ 
ill-consequences resulted from it. But willany sane — 
man maintain that a picture of this kind is in itself 7 


main produced by the impossibility of fixing any — 
ethical standard, or of calculating such a wholly re- — 
lative thing as moral influence. The homely proverb, ~ 
‘“ What is one man’s meat is another man's poison,” — 
seems an irremovable stumbling-block in the path of — 


contends is, “that the interests of truth are now 
assume the censorship of literature and of art, and 4 
ublication and sale of works of — 
literature and of art, and the public expression of — 
opinions which it judges to be directly offensive to — 
mark, in the first place, that Government has ! 


take the repression of what is obviously indecent — 
in pictures or books. The bm am raids of the — 


writer we have Ce would extend the provisions ‘ 
l 

which, though not intrinsically and obviously im- — 

aos of 

inconsistency. The bona fides of the author or — 

widely read in London, that counsel all manner of : 


honest opinions of would-be social reformers. And 3 
if the Government must put a stop to pictures — 


why must it only be in the direction of the litera- © 
g\ture of the poor? The journal which furnishes its — 
readers with imaginary pictures of crimes that have — 
just been committed is not a whit worse than the ~ 


pictures of the Parisian demi-monde, showing much © 
be deserving of repression, so also must be the news= ~ 


paper account of it. If we are to abolish woodeuts ~ 
representing the commission of a murder, on the — 


the garnishing of highwaymen stories for boys. No 7 








he 


the q ; 
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gets into trouble. Yet these stories are not openly 
“offensive to common decency and morality.” The 
author of the wretched penny numbers, with his 
magniloquent rhetoric se bad grammar, endea- 
vours to idealise thieving even as a French novelist, 
of a higher grade, does his best to idealise adultery. 
He does not exeuse dishonesty, or commit himself 
in any way to maxims or aphorisms; but he paints 
the picture of the dashing highwayman, with his 
horse, pistols, mask, and what not; until the cap- 
tivated errand-boy buys a dark lantern and com- 
mences operations by robbing his master’s till. Now 
it would be highly desirable to have this kind of 
literature suppressed—no one would rejoice more 
than ourselves to see it, and all its kindred abomi- 
nations, swept from off the face of the earth. But 
we beg to ask on what ground the interference could 
be made warrantable ; and, if it were conceded that 
fiction of possibly immoral tendencies should be for- 
bidden by law, how the same magistratethat directed 
the confiscation of “The Knight of the High-road ” 
or “Captain Tom of Hounslow,” could refuse to order 
the suppression of the last feminine novel, in which 
the heroine, with whom the reader is taught to sym- 
pathise, is a bigamist, adulteress, and murderess ? 
So far as any book or picture is avowedly indecent, 
the police can interfere at present: to give them 
greater latitude of interference, without any prin- 
ciple on which to act beyond their own interpreta- 
tion, would be in the highest degree dangerous, 





BLACKWOOD ON THE LABOURER ABROAD. 


We welcome the appearance of Saul among the 
prophets. Eouak as taken it in hand to cure 
the English nation of a prejudice. There is some- 
thing, it must be confessed, highly humorous in the 
attitude of our old and faithful Tory friend, when 
he comes forward, late in life, as a champion of 
information against superstition, as the foe of a 
widely-spread delusion. It has all at once oceurred 
to the northern oracle that English politicians, 
writers, and travellers have grievously erred in 
representing the condition of the agricultural la- 
bourer in this country as worse than that of his 
brother abroad. It seems that we have all been 
mistaken; although in one passage Blackwood 
darkly hints that we knew more than we cared to 
reveal, and that the fascinating picture of the posi- 
tion of the labourer abroad was the result of a 
democratic conspiracy. In any case, the daylight 
of fact is now let in upon this mass of mis-statement 
and error. The attentive reader will herein learn 
the true condition of the foreign peasant ; and will 
be shown that he is no more like what English 
writers have painted him than he is like the operatic 
— who dances round a May-pole. And the 
vasis of all that Blackwood has to say lies in certain 
statements made by Mr Howard, the member for 
Bedford. 

With Mr Howard we have at present nothing 
to do. He describes what he saw in travelling 
through certain parts of Europe; and we have no 
reason to question the accuracy of his information. 
All that we have to object to in the passages quoted 
from him by Blackwood is that he does not seem to 
have warned his readers not to accept as universal 
types certain particular cases which he describes. 
This is an error into which the writer in Blackwood 
—who has apparently no knowledge whatever of 
the subject, i shows as profound ignorance of the 
state of the peasant abroad as of that of the 
peasant in his own country—continually falls. It 
is of the deductions drawn from Mr Howard’s 
statements that we propose at present. to speak ; 
and we will quote one passage in which the contrast 
between our agricultural labourer and his fellow 
abroad is summed up : 

On a general average the English agricultural labourer 
receives higher remuneration than exists in any other part of 
Europe, Holland perhaps excepted ; and we are not very sure 
about the exception. The English peasant obtains higher 
wages in money ; even the largest of the sums mentioned by 
Mr Howard—1s. 8d. a day—is equalled in many cases in the 
lowest agricultural counties, or nearly; whilst there are 
important additions made at mowing and harvest time, which 
swell the amount received. The rest—that is, the over- 
whelming majority of English counties—furnish amuch higher 
figure. And money will 
taking all the articles consumed by a labourer’s family, 
than In most—nay, we may say all—parts of the Continent. 
Clothing is cheaper, and so, in many cases, is bread ; and 
equally cheaper in many English counties is the important 
article of fuel. And then the relative comfort of the labourers 
must be compared, The tidings of men living with bullocks 
and horses would raise something like a frenzy in England. 
Where are the words to be found that would satisfy the 
invective, the just invective, of every humane person ? Their 
anger would then stand on a foundation of fact, which is 
often wanting in the declamations of the friends of the 
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buy more, we believe, in England, | P 


agricultural poor. And, over and above all, there is the poor- 
law. ‘We hear nothing of a poor-law abroad. It is too true 
that workhouses in not afew localities are not such as one 
can wish ; but it cannot be denied that, as a whole, very sub- 
stantial provision is made in England for the support of 
agricultural labourers who have no means of subsistence. It 
is certain that an enormous pore is paid by the owners and 
occupiers of land for this great object ; and it is equally cer- 
tain that the sense of security against actual starvation is 
brought home to those whose labour cultivates the soil. 
What have the foreign labourers that can be put on a level 
with the workhouse—varied, as it so frequently is, by out- 
door allowances ? 

We believe it to be impossible to find, in the 
whole of the periodical literature of last year, a pas- 
sage of equal length to that we have just quoted 
which contains as much absurd misapprehension and 
a of fact. To begin at the beginning, with 
the wages which the peasant abroad receives. We 
will take Mr Howard's statements for granted— 
although we could confront them by statements of 
the wages received by peasants in Bavaria, the 
Tyrol, Baden, and elsewhere, which would mate- 
rially alter the aspect of the case—and allow that, 
in actual money, the English agricultural labourer 
receives about as much as, or something over, what 
the foreign labourer receives. But we must surel 
treat as a bad sort of joke the corollary of Black- 
wood, that money will buy more in England than on 
the Continent. Those who have mixed with the 
peasants abroad, and who know in what directions 
they have to spend money, are quite familiar with 
the easily ascertainable fact that nearly everything 
required by the peasant abroad is to be had for 
exactly half the price it would cost in England. 
Beer, which in England costs 2d. a quart, is in Ger- 
many & penny. Bread is exactly half the _— it 
fetches in England. Olothing, instead of being 
dearer than in England (vide Blackwood), is immea- 
surably cheaper. Fuel is, in some places, dearer 
than it is in England (a man can make a florin a 
day by splitting fire-wood in the south of Germany, 
so that the cost. of the wood, to those who 
must buy it thus split up, is considerable), 
but there is less of it required, and, in the 
large forest districts, fuel is a matter of collect- 
ing merely. These facts are known to every 
one who has even a summer visitor's familiarity 
with the Continent ; and if any one should like to 
test more accurately what is the value of money to 
the peasant abroad, we refer him to an admirable 
little book recently published, entitled ‘The Ger- 
man Working Man, in which the relative condition 
of the German and English artisan is considered by 
one who knows the subject fully and intimately. 
To say that the English labourer is as well off as 
the German labourer, because he gets as high wages, 
is simply to talk nonsense ; and we may pass on to 
another astounding exhibition of ignorance on the 
part of our Blackwood informant. 

“The tidings of men living with bullocks and 
horses would raise something like a frenzy in 
England.” Indeed! Yet itisa wg. to thing that 
within a few hours’ journey from Edinburgh, one 
may find not only men, but families of men, 
women, and children, living with bullocks and 
horses. Mr Howard, being near Cologne, “re 
“the men”—by which he probably means the 
drivers of the cattle—“sleep in the stable with 
their bullocks and horses.” It-were highly to be 
desired that the peasant anywhere might never 
have to sleep in a worse place; yet we are disposed 
to admire the happy innocence of the writer who 
fancies that a frenzy would be raised in England 
by a condition of affairs which has existed among 
us since ever we were a nation. If he will promise 
to go on a voyage of discovery and description, we 
are ready to furnish him with the names of districts 
in Great Britain where he will find the peasant’s 
bed within three yards of the cows’ tails. We do 
not maintain that this is a desirable species of 
house accommodation; but, in an inquiry into the 
relative condition of the try in this and other 
countries, it might be as well to have some clear 
knowledge of both before instituting comparisons. 
The writer in Blackwood can scarcely comprehend 
the possibility of such a thing oceurring in England. 
“ Where are the words to be found that would satisfy 
the invective, the just invective, of every humane 
erson?” Then, he urges, the people who declaim 
about the condition of the agricultural poor might 
have some foundation of fact for their anger. 

The concluding sentences of the passage we have 
quoted bear on their face the same absurdity. The 
writer seems to fancy that there are no poor-houses 
on the Continent. e acknowledge that they are 
few, and that there is abroad a lamentable deficiency 
in the crop of paupers. We can quite understand 





to regard the walls of the Union as a necessary 
feature in the English landscape, and who finds that, 
a large and SPORES district in Germany only sup- 


ports a small Armenhuus, which is no bigger than 
an ordinary house, and yet is too big for the three 
or four old women who occupy it, We sympathise 


with his pathetic reference to the workhouse as the 
chief blessing of the English labourer ; and confess 
that Continental labourers have nothing to be “ put 
on a level with it.” Abroad they do not seem to 
understand the true joys of life; and the Union is 
not the penultimate step of the poor man’s journey 
to the next world. Yet we venture to assure the 
writer in Blackwood that by diligent search he may 
not only find people in this country who live under 
the same roof as their cattle, but. he may also find 
abroad a poor-house. That poor-houses and paupers 
should be so few is a misfortune which our foreign 
cousins seem to bear with equanimity, 





THE SOCIAL CONDITION OF RUSSIA. 
[FROM A CORRESPONDENT, ] 


No correct notion can be formed of the internal 
condition of Russia, without adverting to the social 
movement, the impulse to which was given by 
the emancipation of the serfs, Although eight 
years have elapsed since the issue of the ukase 
that declared the serfs free men, and five, since 
the ukase that made them proprietors of lands 
held by them as tenants-at-will, still the ques- 
tion is far from being solved, On the con- 
trary, it has unsettled everything, and disturbed 
the social state of Russia to its very foundations, 
While the material condition of the peasants was 
not much improved, the landed proprietors were 
ruined, and the chief producing agricultural power 
of Russia was entirely paralysed. As large tracts 
of land remained uncultivated and barren, there 
was not only an absence of agricultural produce 
for export, but it was found insuflicient even to feed 
the home population. This disturbance of relations 
between the agricultural labourers and employers, 
and not bad harvests, was the cause of the great 
famine that has desolated of late years, and is still 
desolating, the northern part of Russia, As the 
famished peasantry and ruined nobility had no 
means to buy manufactured commodities, the 
trading classes of the neighbouring towns were 
drawn into the vortex of general poverty and star- 
vation. An attempt was made to assist the starvi 
people, but the small means that had been coll 
were made still smaller from theft by the corrupt 
Russian officials. Hundreds of thousands. died 
from starvation; and in a state of despair, as the 
last means of salvation, the starved population con- 
ceived the idea of flying from the famished rsa 
A general rush of the northern population to 

the south was the consequence. The Russian Go- 
vernment was compelled to use military power to 
stop their migration. 
Now, how came it to that the Act of Eman- 
cipation, so liberal in conception, led to such disas- 
trous results in its execution? Because this execu- 
tion was entrusted to the hands of visionary 
schemers, who, without taking in consideration the 
ignorance of the Russian people, conceived the idea 
of transforming the Russian Empire into a model 
state of social equality and perfection, and therefcre 
did everything to favour the ignorant and indolent 
Russian peasant and to wrong the more enlightened 
landed proprietor ; inciting the former to hatred 
against the latter, disturbing all the social relations 
between them, forgetting that the improvement of 
those relations was the most necessary condition of 
tiding over the difficulties of transition from serf- 
dom into the new state of emancipated agricultural 
labour. 

Russian parties have nothing in common with 
those of civilised countries, as Russia has no constitu- 
tion, no Parliament, and even does not constitute a 
nation in the sense understood by Western Europe. 
There is only a Russian people and a Russian 
bureaucracy, headed by the Tzar. Eve ng in 
Russia is official. The press is official ; the parties 
are official also. Every reform is originated and 
carried into effect by the Government. The greatest 
Russian revolutionist, Al. Herzen, had no hope of 
carrying out his socialistic schemes and ideas by 
any other instrumentality but through the Tzar, 
and he published his Kotokol not for the people, but 
for the perusal of the Tzar and his officials. There 
are two official parties in Russia. One is called 
reactionary and ive, and has for its repre- 
sentatives the late Minister of Home 
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tries to develop the internal resources and welfare 
of its country, and has for its organs Wiest and 
Norvoje Wremia. It is the weaker party. The 
other body styles itself the Liberal patriotic party, 
and is supported by all socialists, nihilists, and 
other anarchical sections. After the departure of 
General Kaufmann to Taschkend, the heir to the 
throne became the leader; and the most import- 
ant representatives of it in the official world 


are General Kaufmann, Timaszew, the Minister of|P 


Home Affairs, Zielonoi, the Minister of Crown Pro- 
rty, Czerkaski, and the Minister of War, Milutyn. 
ts organs are Moskowskija Wiedomosli, edited b 
Kaskow, and Gotos, edited by Wrajewsky. It 
has for its object the material devastation of the 
Polish and Baltic provinces, and their Russifica- 
tion ; the annihilation of Catholicism and Protes- 
tantism, the conversion of the Jews into schismatics, 
and in the end the absorption of all Slavonic tribes 
into one monstrous Muscovite agglomeration. To 
this party is confided the work of carrying the 
emancipation of serfs and their endowment with 
lands into effect. A central committee at St Peters- 
burg, presided over by the heirto the throne,and com- 
osed of the more prominent members of this party, 
is superintending the execution of this social reform. 
Under its instructions are acting the so-called 
peasant committees, established in every district 
throughout the whole empire. They are provided 
with extraordinary powers, and deal with the 
division of landed property uncontrolled by the 
Administration. The members of those committees 
belong generally to extreme socialist ranks. We have 
seen the pernicious effects their work had brought 
upon thesocial relationsin their own Russian country, 
and it can be easily imagined what havoc those 
emancipators and benefactors of peasants must 
have made in the social relations of the Polish 
provinces, when we take in consideration that the 
most rabid nihilists were selected and appointed to 
serve upon the peasant committees in the Polish 
provinces ; that, while in Russia they only aimed at 
transforming their own dear country into a model 
State of social blessedness, the nihilistic emissaries 


THE LITERARY EXAMINER. 





The Earthly Paradise. A Poem. 
Morris. Part III London: F. S. Ellis. 


subtlety of t 


human being: it has its head, heart, and body, its 
thought, affections, and material complement. In 
proportion as any one of these three elements predo- 
minates, the poetical exponent is an analyist like 
Mr Browning, an Alain Chartier like Mr Tennyson, 
an artist like Mr Morris. Still all three elements 
are essentially concrete: they are three concentric 
circles, the largest being word-painting, and com- 
prehending the other two; the central philosophy, 
the least poetical of the three, without its external 
ue area 

e have referred to Mr Morris as an artist, the 
skilful mover on the outer edges of the great circle. 
He is emphatically the poet of the studio, and the 
work before us, which is a long and brilliant inter- 
national gallery, bears ample testimony to the truth 
of the remark. Tale is told after tale, not so much 
by a series of incidents as by a series of illustrations, 
with here and there scrolls of explanation as in the 
quaint old ballad prints. 

The great defect, however, which detracted from 
the enjoyment of the previous parts of the ‘ Earthly 
Paradise’ has not been altogether reformed in the 
present volume. There is an ere facility in 
the style of Mr Morris’s versification which naturally 
results in that diffuseness in execution which proves 
very detrimental to a fine conception. As we read 
we are conscious of an undeniable tediousness ; it is 





were sent to the Polish provinces with the avowed 
object of inciting the peasants to the greatest hatred 
against the landed proprietors, of destroying the 
Polish element by the unscrupulous division of 


landed property, and of bringing the country almost! 


to the verge of desolation and ruin. And they 
succeeded "But 

In Lithuania especially, upon which unfortunate 
province they senieuianed their savage schemes, 
they have thrown the cultivation of land many 
centuries backwards. Fertile fields that fed the 
export trade of corn to Kénigsberg and Memel were 
turned into deserts. In Samogitia, where the pea- 
sants were the wealthiest, famine took a constant 
abode. As the Lithuanian agriculture is ruined, 
so the commerce cannot be revived. The social 
reformers of Russia sent to Lithuania have even 
frustrated the ukase of the compulsory sale of Polish 
landed estates. Nobody will buy them, because 
they have lost all value. 

The Russian reactionary organ Wiest says : 

After the departure of Count Murawiew. who knew how 
to wield the authority in his iron hand, and repressed the 
licentiousness, commenced the golden era of the nihilist 
reformers, Then began the af 5 in consequence of which 
an unbearable division of landed property was effected in 
Lithuania. Timber forests, 100 years old, were parcelled to 
the peasants as underwoods; the finest meadows as useless 
swamps for pasturage ; orchards, conservatories, and the best 
wheat-lands were given to the peasants as waste land, with 
the only object of ruining the proprietor of the estate. It 
happened very often that the proprietor was obliged even to 
remove his residence, if he had the means to do it ; if he 


had not, the peasants, at the bidding of the officials, took | 
possession of the mansion and of the farm-buildings. By 


picking out for the peasants as many small parcels as they 
wished from the midst of the landed estate, they made its 
progressive cultivation impossible. . . . 

These abuses of the nihilistic dividers of the land 
in Lithuania startled even the present Chief 
Governor of Lithuania, Potapow. He resolved to 
oppose the nihilistic devastation of the province 
confided to his charge. Thereby, he incurred 
the odium of the Liberal patriotic organs of the 
Russian press, who represented him as the friend of 
Poland and the destroyer of the work that was car- 
ried on till now so successfully by the Russian nihil- 
ists for the Russification of the Poles. According 
to the last advices from Petersburg, the Russian 


Tzar has dismissed Szertakow, the Civil Governor of 


Wilna, and Batniszkow, the Inspector of the 


Lithuanian Educational District, who were the chief 


promoters of the arbitrary distribution of land 


amongst the peasants, and has approved the policy of 


Potapow, who advised the rectification of the abuses 
made by the peasant committees. Y. 


too well in their barbaric mission. ' 


as though we were watching an artist laying on his 
colours, leisurely lingering over details, without 
| which it is true the — might be sketchy and 
‘unfinished, but which are wearisomely slow in their 
progress to completion. We cannot help finding our- 
selves glancing at the bulk of pages that are to be 
gone through before we can look back with pleasure 
at the finely-toned and perfect whole. On the other 
hand, we can skip a leaf or two only at our peril, 
for it is impossible to guess where we shall lose or 
light on some of those dainty, fresh miniatures from 
Nature, some of those rare portraitures of life in 
which the light is not mere painted light, and in 
which the form, colour, action are those of a reality, 
mobile and living, not remembered and represented. 
Such masterpieces of artistic skill are plentiful in 
the ‘ Earthly Paradise, and the perusal of several 
vagrant pages is fully recompensed by a recurrence 
of passages so complete and beautiful as the fol- 
lowing : 
So amidst thoughts of pleasant life and ease, 

Seemed all things fair that eve ; the peasant’s door, 

The mother with the child upon her knees 

Sitting within upon the shaded floor ; 

While ’neath the trellised gourd some maid sung o’er 

Her lover to the rude lute’s trembling strings, 

Her brown breast heaving ‘neath the silver rings ; 


The slender damsel coming from the well, 
Smiling beneath the flashing brazen jar, 
Her fellows left behind thereat, to tell 
How weary of her smiles her lovers are; 
While the small children round wage watery war 
Till the thin linen more transparent grows, 
And ruddy brown the flesh beneath it glows ; 


The trooper drinking at the homestead gate, 
Telling wild lies about the sword and spear, 
Unto the farmer striving to abate 
The pedler’s price ; the village drawing near, 
The smoke, that scenting the fresh eve, and clear, 
Tells of the feast ; the stithy’s dying spark, 
The barn’s wealth dimly showing through the dark. 
* * « * * * 

Night came at last, and darker and more still 

The world was, and the stars hung in the sky, 
And as the road o’ertopped a sunburnt hill 
He saw before him the t city lie, 
The glimmering lights about grey towers and high, 
Rising from gardens dark ; the guarded wall, 
The gleaming dykes, the great sea, bounding all. 


What a delicious vignette would not this make : 
His gathering sight 
Showed him outside two damsels, on head, 
Who went by singing to the milking-shed ; 
And meeting them, with jingling bit and trace, 
Came the grey team from field ; a merry lad 
Sat sideways on the foremost, broad of face, 
Freckled, and flaxen-haired, whose red lips had 
A primrose ’twixt them! 





By William 


It is noteworthy that, as primitive thought found 
an expression in picture-writing, poetry, which is 
the highest development of thought, finds expression 
in word-painting, the most artistic development of|Kiartan and the great statured:“ battle-smiths ” 6 
ictorial power. This expression, if not the highest, 
is the most. os inasmuch as it clothes the 

ought, pure and supersensual, in such 
objective accidents of form and colour as may enable 
the mind to grasp it the more substantially. It is 
not strange that this method of word-painting should 
be a favourite medium of poetic inspiration, for 
‘| poetry is a concrete, much in the same fashion as the 


Of the six stories of this volume, the last and — 
longest, “The Lovers of Gudrun,” is the most — 
human in its interest, the highest in conception, — 
the most intricate with regard to plot, and wrought — 
out with the most realistic power. A true Runiec © 
enthusiasm quickens the entire story. Iceland and — 
its old world homesteads; Drontheim and its — 
Christian minster, and its strange imposing rites); — 


the Norse creed ; stout King Olaf, his bishop, and 
his newly-converted Court ; Gudrun, Refna, and ; 
Ingibiorg, all are handled with such rous spirit, — 
such sad tenderness and beauty, that the poem will — 
find more admirers than any of the other tales of © 
the work. We have space for only one quotation, 
in which the first appearance of King Olaf is ~ 
described : va 
So on they passed, and turned about the street, 

And saw the great church cast its shadow down 

Upon the low roofs of the eee town. — 

And yet awhile they stayed there marvelling ; 

But therewith heard behind them armour ring, 

And turning, saw a gallant company 

Going afoot, and yet most brave to see, 

Come toward the church, and nigher as they drew 

It was to Kiartan even as if he knew 

One man among them, taller by the head 

Than any there, and clad in kirtle red, 

Girt with a sword, with whose gold hilt he played 

With his left hand, the while his right did shade 

His eyes from the bright sun that ’gainst him blazed, 

As on the band of Icelanders he gazed ; 

Broad-shouldered was he, grand to look upon, 

And in his red beard tangled was the sun 

That lit his bright face up in wrathful wise, 

That fiercer showed his light-grey eager eyes. 3 

Now ere he came quite close, sidelong he bent a 

Unto aman who ps beside him went, 

Then turned, and gazed at Kiartan harder yet, 

As he passed by, and therewith their eyes met, 

And Kiartan’s heart beat, and his face grew bright, 

His eyes intent as if amidst a fight, 

Yet on his lips a smile was, confident, 

Devoid of hate, as by him the man went. 

But Bodli said, “ Let us begone ere day A 

Is fully passed, if even yet we may ; 

This is the king, and what then may we do 

’Gainst such a man, a feeble folk and few ?” 


“The Land East of the Sun” is a charming ~ 
glimpse into fairyland. The legend opens with the ~~ 
account of a good man’s field of grass having been ~ 
beaten or trampled down on the eve of the hay ~ 
season. Greatly annoyed, and resolved to lay hold ~ 
of the evildoers, he sends out in turn two of his ~ 
sons to keep watch during the night with bolt and ~ 
crossbow. They fall asleep, and on awaking find ~ 
that larger and later ravages have been committed. ~~ 
The youngest son, who is esteemed the fool of the ~ 
family, is next sent forth, on the consideration that 

A fool may do i 
What no wise man may come unto, ‘= 
So honest John goes out, sleeps under the trees — 
all day, but when the moon arises, instead of taking 
weapons like his wiser brothers, he hides himself in 
‘the brake. All night long he watches, but only the ~ 
bittern’s boom or sae ’s cry breaks the silence, — 
The moon sinks; the stars whiten; then a wind 
comes and the grey dawn and the earliest pipings ~ 
of the birds. John dozes off into a dream, but 
wakes with a start to hear a mighty rushing sound 
of wings, and see seven beautiful white swans circle ~ 
over the field, then drop down into the dewy grass. 
All seems a dream, for a cloud makes the place dim, ~ 
and the birds are silent, although the day is coming 
on apace. When he next looks out, 
Six swan-skins lay anigh bis hand, 
And nearby on the did stand a 
Seven white-skinned damsels, wrought so fair S 
That John must sit and tremble there, 
And flush blood-red, and cast his eyes 
igh ar . shamefast on 
€n 100 in Wi 0 swee 
Spey ely Mcp 
ove ro é€ ion -| 1 
But some we yards folk Ghons he wea 
A while in gentle wise they went, 
Among the ripe long grass that bent 
Before their beauty ; then there ran 
A thrill through him as they began, 
In musical sweet speech and low, 
To talk a tongue he did not know ; 
But when at one spake alone, 
It was to him ashe had known 
That heavenly voice for many years, 
His heart swelled, till through rising tears 
He saw them now, nor would that voice 
Suffer his hot heart to rejoice, 
In all that erst his eyes did bless 
With unimagined loveliness : 
Because her face, that yet had been 
Alone among those girls unseen, __ . 
He longed for with such strong desire, aa 
That his heart sickened, and quick-fire oa 
Within his parched throat seemed to burn. pe 
A while she stood and did not turn, % 
While still the music of her voice a 
Made the birds’ song seem tuneless noise ; a 
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And she alone of all did stand, 

Holding within her down-drooped hand 
The swan-skin—like a pink-tinged rose 
Plucked from amidst a July close, 

And laid on January snow, 

Her fingers on the plumes did show : 

A rosy e of inner love 

Seemed glowing through her. 

As might be anticipated, simple John steals her 
swan-skin which she throws aside to amuse herself, 
and when at last the day is broad and the other 
maidens have resumed their feathery guise, the 
most beautiful is left in a sore state of distress. 
The garde champétre steps forward, skin in hand, 
and the fairy has to ransom it with her love and 
the promise to take him to her own land. A spell 
is cast over the happy mortal, and he awakes in the 
regions of Hesperia, where for some years the en- 
chanted life satisfies him: but at last a co 
for the old homestead, for the faces of his kin, an 
for the chequered humanity of men and women 
who toil and love, suffer and die, troubles the tenour 
of that too bright and voluptuous existence. He is 
restored to earth again, and on a tranquil autumn 
evening passes down the hill-side to the home- 
stead. The first sight of home is very touchingly 


described : 
Most fair to peaceful heart was all ; 


Windless the ripe fruit down did fall, 
The shadows of the large grey leaves 
Lay grey upon the oaten sheaves 
By'the garth-wall as he past by. 

He reaches the carven porch, and hears, amid the 
hum and clatter of meal-time, the sound of his 
father’s voice. He blows the horn and enters; finds 
his brothers seated at the board; sees his father 
“half-risen up from the high seat, a silver cup in 
his brown hand,” and by his side his mother gazing 
up timidly at the new-comer, with the memory of 
her youngest son in her eyes. After some time he 
makes himself known to them, and is warmly wel- 
comed ; but now that he is healed of his home 
sickness, the old passion seizes him like a calenture. 
The details of this portion of the story are simply 
exquisite. He leaves home, and for many years, 
through many lands, he wanders to find that which 
lies East of the Sun. After long toil and sorrow he 
is shipwrecked on a beautiful country, where sad- 
ness and silence lie heavy on the people. In a 
mystical palace he finds the maiden of his quest, 
sad and silent, but he holds a charm of words which 
revives all the dead love of the past. The evil spell 
is broken in the land, and the golden age begins. 

“The Story of Rhodope” is neither so worldly 
sad nor so touchingly sweet as the foregoing, 
but it is exceedingly graceful and entertaining. 
It would be more than difficult to write six 
stories which should be able to lay claim to equal 
merit; and although the whole of Mr Morris's 
volume is stamped with the impress of a master 
hand, there are some of his efforts which rank con- 
siderably higher than the rest. 

We have alluded to his style of versification, 
which is simple, but elaborately so, and reproducing, 
after the fashion of the Gaiiod: old words, turns of 
idiom, and grammatical construction. These, from 
their quaint simplicity and force, have always a 
pleasing influence, and when used on such a poem 
as the “ Lovers of Gudrun,” contribute very largely 
to place us among scenes, people, and manners 
which once existed, and for the nonce are revived. 
Notwithstanding this evident study of diction, the 
advantages of rhyme seem to be of ultimate con- 
sideration with Mr Morris. The rhymes, for we 
have no blank verse here, come somehow, and such 
as they are, the poet does not seem to much care 
whether they come or not; in any case he will not 
get into any special excitement about them. If 
“now” is required to rhyme with “know,” Mr 
Morris will not be hard upon himself; that little 
self-indulgence once and again will not hurt any one; 
so let it pass, There is a striking poverty of rhyme 
displayed in all these stories, however. Twice or 
thrice in nearly every other page “we” does duty 
with “felicity,” and “me” with “divinity,” and 
“he” ‘with “truly,” and “wearily ” with “by” or 
“TJ,” or some such indication of haste or indiffer- 
ence. Mr Morris would be astonished, if he 
summed them up, by. the very small number of 
diverse rhymes he has used, and by their numberless 
reiterations. This in part accounts for the looseness, 
prolixity, and want of force frequently visible in his 
pages. Rhyme properly managed is of the same 
ue to pote 408: Sean is to a woman and a belt 
toaman. It preserves symmetry and concentrates 
strength. A man or woman, it is true, may not 
need such appliances, but, on the other hand, when 
used they should be used to the best effect; for a 
loose belt is an encumbrance and an unlaced corsage 


slatternly. Notwithstanding all this, we are very 
grateful for the manly, fresh, and beautiful stories 
which Mr Morris has opened to us in the ‘ Earthly 
Paradise.’ 





Trans-Atlantic Sketches in the West Indies, 
South America, Canada, and the United 
States. By Greville John Chester, B.A. 
Smith, Elder, and Co. 


“Di fare fiasco” is the inevitable fate of the 
English, according to Mr Chester. The formula is 
ours, but the notion is his. It is forced upon him 
in the course of his West Indian experiences, and 
he cites many examples to prove the truth of his 
theory. At Roseau he says, “Dominica is an 
English island, and therefore there are no seats ” in 
the lovely, tree-shaded meadow which adjoins the 
Anglican Church. But it is at Barbadoes—where he 
asserts that the motto “Let ill alone” is strictly 
acted up to, both in Church and State—that he 
becomes most thoroughly convinced of the correct- 
ness of his observation ; and he bitterly contrasts 
the state of affairs in this colony with the condition 
of the French and Spanish islands. The allusion to 
the obstinacy of the Royal Mail Steamship Com- 
pany, in persisting in maintaining their great 
packet station at St Thomas's, as a = Fee instance 
of British stupidity, is out of date, its removal having 
been resolved on two years ago. If Mr Chester 
wrote his book to illustrate this bright idea, we can 
congratulate him heartily on his success. His sub- 
ject was good, commanding the sympathies of his 
countrymen, possessing abundant variety, and the 
rare merit of com tive freshness ; and he seems 
to have been qualified for his task by a practical 
knowledge of most civilised countries, yet he has 
produced a book which will weary every reader. 
Those who open it for amusement will find only 
tediousness, and those who look into it for informa- 
tion will soon close it in despair, and long 
for Canon Kingsley’s papers. A-traveller who 
frets and fumes about foreign customs which 
he finds strange is a bore, but one who is con- 
stantly and pertinaciously abusing his own country 
is considerably worse. It is not at all amusing 
to find in a book of travel repeated tirades against 
the pew-rent system, nor do we feel much interested 
in the author’s opinion about mixed choirs ; again, 
as we are not consulting a guide book, we could 
well dispense with minute details of the hotel 
accommodation. When our author gets into the 
States he finds that there are people who can do 
things worse than the English, but he accounts for 
this in his final chapter by explaining that, much 
as the people of the United States differ in the 
North, South, East, and West, the one great charac- 
teristic which they all possess in common is their 
“extreme Englishness.” Thanks no doubt to the 
French element, he finds in Canada more marks of 
refinement, and really much that he can approve, 
particularly the new Parliament Buildings at 
Ottawa, which he pronounces to be “a credit to the 


great en . of which they form the principal 


ornament.” He uses very plain, we do not say too 
plain, language, in treating of the state of moralit 
in the New England States. Instead of these de- 
scendants of the Puritans being, as some suppose, 
“a God-fearing bag wl he believes them to be 
practically a “God-denying people.” For some 
such crumbs of personal observation we have to 
thank Mr Chester; but we cannot help regardin 

his book as, on the whole, a podr production, whic 

might have been prudently retained in manuscript. 


Report of the Committee appot to Consider the 
Cubic Space of Met: itan Workhouses, with 
Papers submitted to the Committee. 


Is the size of a anne, Prac the measure of its 
healthfulness? Are the width and height of a hospital 
ward the test of its fitness for the reception of the 
sick? Does the capability of the air we breathe in 
public or private buildings depend upon the area 
they contain, or does it rather depend upon a con- 
stant ebb and flow of the indispensable element ? 
Does tness of cubic space in any degree dispense 
with the need of thorough ventilation ; and does it 
not increase rather than lessen in most cases the 
difficulties of insuring it ? These are grave questions 
which concern us all, and they cannot be too care- 
fully examined. 

The paternal character of the English Govern- 
ment is so well and widely known, that it needs no 
panegyric written upon it, and it seems scarcely pos- 
sible that Mr Buckle’s assertion, “ that the worst evils 








of the world are caused by the good intentions of its 





STE raarcontticibndnerareavsngton ana e myeouenegtinrniaremeee nD 
rulers,” can in any way apply to it. The inten- 
tion of the Government nit 4 have Stand, aaa 
roused when it determined to start a committee to 
make inquiries into the cubic space of our metropo- 
litan workhouses. It had had committees and com- 
missions of inquiry into cubic space before it built 
new barracks for our soldiers—a far more expensive 
ning to the nation, and little good had come of it. Dr 
Parkes, one of the gentlemen forming the Workhouse 
Committee, speaks of barrack failures in tones of de- 
spair and humiliation : “ At all times,” he says, “the 
greatest care is necessary to counteract the injurious 
effects of compressing a number of persons into a re- 
stricted space. In the case of soldiers the compres- 
sion has been extreme. No expense has of late years 
been spared, but the fact remains that the very habi- 
tations erected for their shelter and comfort have 
proved to many soldiers a source of suffering and 
death.” The Government Commission having made 
inquifies, which are recorded in voluminous Blue- 
book reports, leaves no room for doubt on this point ; 
and yet we still hear, even by the last mail from 
India, of gigantic piles of building,—objects of 
wonder of the Ameer of Affghanistan during his 
prvevens through Northern India to meet Lord 
ayo,—lately erected, of the newest pattern, and 
completed at an enormous cost, being an entire 
failure, and in which are almost daily occurring the 
largest number of deaths from fever, dysentery, 
cholera, &c. Seeing, then, that successive Govern- 
ments have as yet been unable to provide healthy 
barracks and military hospitals for so valuable a 
rson as the British soldier, it does appear strange 
indeed that it should have turned its paternal care, 
with all oe, Seeaceine arennen liege: in an in- 
quiry, upon the outcasts, the very dregs of society, in 
which it appeared to take little interest save in. the 
wrong direction, that of increasing the number of 
paupers ; aiding and assisting the class to advance 
upon the metropolis, and threatening to overwhelm 
Guardians and Poor-Law Board. It is a pity a 
Government Committee had not long ago thoro hily 
investigated and reported upon the squalid, filth i 
and overcrowded dens of London, miscalled houses, 
in which the poor are condemned to dwell. Some 
ood might have come of such an inquiry, and 
estries and Boards of Guardians might have found 
a Government ready to help them in their demo- 
lition of places not fitted for pigs to live in. This, 
however, has not been done, and is not likely to 
come to pass before a hundred streets have 
been pulled down and replaced by handsomer 
buildings. So we pass on to consider workhouses, 
infirmaries, and their. cubic space. 

The Committee appointed by Government to con- 
sider the question consisted chiefly of men having a 
reputation for possessing a knowledge of the require- 
ments of space and ventilation in general, hospitals 
and infirmaries; that is to say, gentlemen who, in their 
way, had some experience of the most comfortable 
kind of place to treat sick people in. The imposing 
wards of a St Bartholomew, or Netley, for instance, 
were just the kind of places to acquire a know- 
ledge of cubic space and that kind of thing, about 
which men may talk learnedly and throw dust into 


Y|the eyes of those who, having only just mastered 


the “elements of ventilation,’ were scarcely ex- 
pected to know more of its difficulties than them- 
selves. Metropolitan workhouses and cubic ps 
to such a Committee were mere child’s play. y 
infirmaries, however, were visited, and the medical 
officers of others presented reports on their sani- 
tary condition. us the Committee, which had so 
long been taught to regard large wards and 1,500 or 
2,000 cubic feet of space as a necessity for sick 

ople, were gradually let into the secret that in- 
sae Hh with small wards and cubic space of from 
450 to 850 for each inmate, will show a cleaner 
bill of health and a much lower death-rate than 
any of the large hospitals of the metropolis. 

As to the amount of cubic space, with such a 
condition of things, that must be a mistake, So 
wards were measured and remeasured ; nevertheless 
nothing more could be made of them. The Com- 
mittee pondered over the fact, and then came to the 
learned conclusion of masters in the art of ventila- 
tion and cubic space, that such a state of things 
could no longer be permitted to exist. They therefore 
determined to recommend, for they were expected to 
recommend something, that in future the minimum 
amount of cubic space to be given to each sick 

uper bed should be 1,200 cubic feet, in place of Dr 

odd’s 500. The Committee were quite sure upon 
this point, and tolerably unanimous; one refractor 
member only objecting that this was too much, an 
in his opinion so long as the pauper got eno ae 





jarea it mattered less about cubic space, 
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asked to be pr rmitted to compromise the question |be true of a room to-day, and it may be false to-morrow, 
by maki the cubic space 350 feet. Then came | because the temperature has changed a degree, or even less. 
“4 f tilation. This a to have I give no opinion as to the number of feet, but I want my 
the question of ven . small rooms to be as healthy as the largest, and te give the 


been a matter of sore grief and trouble to the Com- poor man a similar benefit, The advantage of small 


mittee, for there is a good deal more to settle and | spaces is, that with less air the same purity may be attained. 


iscuss j ic: But there are limits not to be passed. . . . It may be 
di ge re ‘ih 5 aie aypeaten a that Dr Parkes has fixed them correctly ; but I cannot agree 


Royal road out of the difficulties, it was resolved in believing that any man has proved the theory of com 
. ’ plete 
to make confusion worse confounded by first provin faixtere, e expininéd: by hile, «7 The wabject 


each other a resort to mathematical | seems endless ; but instead of blaming Dr Edward Smith for 
formule : there was some talk also of putting a man’s | an attempt to render hospital building easier and cheaper, so 
ble more individuals to be taken care of, I think we 


head ina box and keeping it there until he had|*s ens 
ted burg " must be glad to find a man sufficiently bold to reconsider for 
peng ‘ Po air + 3 2 the The aa ets a while the accumulating difficulties or expenses of larger 
Im, bu is came to nothing. e only way ou spaces.” 
the perplexity appears to have effected nothing} Dr Parkes believes that “a man breathing con- 
for ventilation ; but the conclusion come to was that|taminates the whole of the air in the space, no 
Miss Nightingale should be called in to assist the| matter how large, unless there are movements of ex- 
Sar canon of ae Committee, a Saecua ae on treme rapidity, which cannot be allowed in ventila- 
good lady agreed to occupy a sixth of the Neport)tion.” “I must dissent from this view,” says Dr A. 
with directions “on. providing, training, and organi-| Smith, “knowing for a certainty that the atmosphere 
sing nurses, and the structural Sng ep re-|impure and warm may be removed before it can fall 
uired in hospitals for nurses and nursing:” a happy |back and mix thoroughly with that of the room. 
rear way of cutting the knot of difficulties/Tf this dilution is admitted in hospitals, they most 
with which the ventilation of infirmaries and work-| certainly require a very great deal of reform. You 
houses seems to be surrounded. may have the whole space of Great Britain covered 
rt. prt ad witee ik ag steht from eg has|with diseased air, which nothing but a strong wind 
en said, that anything like a confession of igno-| will remove.” 
rance appears in the report of the  Naege semi sr The dangerous theory of universal dilution 
tec: te aesiaat ied tely certain | Wowd render good ventilation hopeless for most 
conclusions were come to, ‘although it might appear sew ie year onporhl mer sesid bacbthian 
’ 
to other persons that many of these conclusions] uch of them again; in many cases we can avoid 
were not very wise, nor at all likely to settle the breathing any particle of them again, if the current 
questions submitted for consideration. For in-|;. jj, 1.0m en ref to allow of epeed If veatilential 
stance, the Committee approach the cubic space) natter is to be removed, it ro dene ae re rapidly 
fady tn white Kia gloves, Thus, “the essential eon.| With quick currente of air, uniform and constant 
dition of the needful cubic space is the mainte- eee | settling’ of ‘particles: end ‘diffusion of 
nance, in the air which fills that space, of such gute: Tie tap maniee Sabet avtetned ia ated 
oaks He etbity and thitiperabare ae shall kee it spaces, In large spaces it is almost unattainable, 
at . jexcept in summer weather, by natural means. 
ac oa eats 4 i Sat of those MA ho habi- Moreover, the speed needful to remove exhalations 
SORRY Uresene it; tiis cofidiuon a) involves rapidly can be attained in a small space, and the 
the difficult problem of ventilation. The purity| ino with the total air can be prevented. The 
of the air within an inhabited space enclosed on]. ..q } * pes P eocdan't 
all sides is necessarily vitiated by the emana- 12M se roan ew sorhenbh vrs a vesegen ye 
tions proceeding from the bodies of those whol. ° ca 7 “Th wer ” in eke or tof 
inhabit it, and also by the effects upon it of a eas Abyccete athe lessee We et aw 
Ne R Sool money to be spent even on sick persons; in some 
their respiration. What is the precise limit be-| 4: 4.i0¢3 that limit is very easily reached, and we 
tween safety and danger, from vitiation of that saat nanlech thi r! red If it - t 
kind, science has as yet been unable to determine. ae en eo ith eC a id a sagy ny 
Experience and impressions made upon the senses cielbaas ower Ns d val tab sty, Acer wh a iw 
are herein more trustworthy guides than authority, P 8 
No one wishes to deny that it is more agreeable 


which on this question has been strangely at 
variance with itself.” and a far better thing for the health to live in large 


in, on the next page this is put with more|rooms than in small ones; but then is the item 
subtilty and gentleness. “The question of cubic|of expense nothing in the consideration of such a 
ace is subordinate to the more important ques-|question? Ask the Government if they know what 
tion of ventilation, by which the Committee mean has been the cost of the makeshift efforts to venti- 
the removal of the air within a given confined late the Palace at Westminster? and then ask mem- 


space of whatever size, and kept at a moderate bers who are compelled to sit out, night after night, 





dwellings. Here, indeed, will be found a grave, | 
source of air pollution, demanding even more © 
attention than cubic space or ventilation. _ 











































































A Selection of Hymn Tunes in Vocal Score-—The Union — 
Sacred Tune Book.-—First Lessons tn Singing.— — 
A Selection of Tunes in Vocal Score.—A Selection * 
of Scottish Tunes for two equal voices.—A Selection — 
of Anthems and Choruses.— Patent ‘ Union” Notas: — 
tion Accompaniment Series, Sacred and Secular, All 

. arranged on Hamilton’s Patent “Union” Musical 
Notation System. W. Hamilton, Glasgow, and F, | 
Pitman, London; a 

This is an attempt, and in a great measure a suc- — 

cessful one, to combine the principles of the Tonic 7 

Sol-Fa method of music with the ordinary notation, % 

We are not disposed to deny that the standard. 

system of afive-line bass and treble stave with their 

accompaniment of ledger lines, and the numerous 
forms with different values of notes, rests, marks, 
and indices, which go to make up a musical shoet, 

contains a formidable mass of complications which 7% 

it were well to modify and gre pe We would 

even go further, and say that the whole science of 7 

music is so overladen with difficulties, the aceumula- — 

tions of ultra-erudition, that some simple and con- — 
cise method is absolutely necessary to popularise ~ 
music among the classes not possessing a superior @ 
education or a matured intelligence. Hence the % 

Tonic Sol-Fa system supplied a great want. It set 7 

before the young and comparatively ignorant a few ~ 

simple, broad features of musical construction, di- 7 

vested of the cumbrous scaffolding and antiquated — 

appliances of the orthodox system, which they could ~ 
easily understand and recollect. As an elementary ~ 
teacher it worked remarkably well; as witness the ~ 
gatherings throughout the country of the Tonic ~ 

Sol-Fa choirs, at which young people sing simple | 

melodies and harmonies in perfect time and tune, ~ 

And this, in our opinion, is as much as the “Tonic” © 

system can pretend to. For any complete and ~~ 

finished study of music, or perfect rendering of ela- ~~ 

borate compositions, recourse must be had to the 7 

old line and space notation, because there the dif- 7 

ferent forms and effects are brought at once within 7 

the compass of the eye in recognised order, and ~ 

commend themselves at once to the understanding. 4 

As much difficulty, or more, be it observed, is expe- — 

rienced by persons instructed on the old method in ~ 

reading the “Tonic” music as by the Tonic Sol- ~ 

Faists in reading the old. e two systems ~ 

are like dissimilar dialects of a common language, ~ 

Hence it has been deemed desirable in some ~ 

way to assimilate their characteristics with a view © 

to a common understanding. Various plans for — 
this purpose have been proposed; but Mr John — 

Lang, of Paisley, the inventor of the above © 

system of “Union” notation, seems to have 

hit the mark nearest. 


temperature. It is plain that the complete and | 


scientific solution of the eee of ventilation,’ agreeable in any and every part of the house ?|P 


thus understood (?), would govern and include 


the scientific answer to the question of space pro- the House of Commons is nine million cubic feet per 


gee by the Poor-Law Board for consideration by |! 
he Committee.” Other people may be of the same 


way of thinking, but will nevertheless not expect the! tion than other persons ? Have they done more than 
pcaraggl 4 a bgt a gr two ap Wty make mastered itselements? Ifso, why are we poisoned 

ve; although in the next paragraph they ee day by day and night by night with s ir : , x 
quite with MrsGlasse that it ts fiak Haseabibhey to eatahi owe with the deadly Bes oxide, oe Allg |Seore and in pieces consisting mainly of crotchets an@ 
your hare, and therefore wisely tell us “that the our churches, our museums, our galleries of paint- 
requisite space, when settled once for all, will need ing, our theatres, public buildings, and wherever 
no further pains.” In this particular we perfectly human beings are numerously congregated? Are 
agree with the decision come to, and as cordially the houses in which we are doomed to pass our lives 
with the Committee when it consistently declares ventilated; if se, why are we poisoned by the ex- 
that “it is not so with ventilation, yet if this is halations of our fellow-creatures? Ventilation surely | 


neglected all regulation of cubic space becomes an 
idle care.” 

Thus it is made quite apparent that the Com-| 
inittee treat the weightier questions submitted for 
consideration with becoming care and gravity; and 
well knowing the great and many difficulties by 
which cubic space and ventilation are tortoritided, 
it is not to be supposed they could do other-' 
wise. The paradoxes of ventilation are indeed | 

rplexing, and the best system of one day may 

come the worst of the next. If, however, the 
old-fashioned open-window plan, with a through- 
and-through eurrent of air, be entrusted to intelli- 
gent and careful hands, it may become as effective 
as the most complicated system yet invented. One 
of the most experienced members of the Committee, 
Dr Angus Smith, observes : 

“Surely no one will den i 
bie Ta wanted for parity. want ‘more. at, amd that 
air given purer, and as little diluted as possible. But 


are curious xes in ventilation. A ma 
be thade so that with one man there will be ine ome ola: 


quantity of life-giving oxygen; the blood cannot 


ong debates, whether the ventilation is perfectly 
evertheless the quantity of air passing through 


10ur ! 
Do architects and builders know more of ventila- 


which fills 





is quite forgotten, because men engaged in planning | 


the fact that air breathed over and over again is viti- 
ated by the constant exhalation of carbonic acid. 
When the blood ceases to become arterialised, the vital 
functions are arrested ; and people grow heavy and 
sleepy—a sight constantly witabaadd fi churches and 
other places. In vain, then, does the air contain a 


take it up, because it cannot get rid of its carbonic 
acid, the conditions of exchange being absent. An 
excess of oxide of carbon renders the blood disks 
incapable of the process of exhalation, upon which 
its activity depends. Clearing out the heavy oxide 
of carbon of our rooms and sick chambers is the 
great desideratum to be supplied by a system of 
ventilation : this gas follows us like a phantom in 


poor. Another prolific source of disease and in- 
creased mortality, one almost entirely overlooked 
by cubic space committees as well as builders, is 








and with two or several the air will be pure, is may 


e passage of deleterious gases from the sewers to 


initial Sol-Fa letter. Now, this is very good in its — 
way ; but if you cannot see the way, what then ? In ~ 
the ‘Selection of Sacred Tunes,’ which is in good ~ 
open score, common church, or 3-2 time, mostly” 
minims or semi-breves in the bar, you can read the 
black initial letters on the white ground within 
loops of the notes very plainly ; but in a contracted” 


quavers, on the small black heads of which the 
initial letters appear in white, their recognition re 
quires a keen and vigorous sight, a faculty certainly” 
‘not possessed by the majority of people. Unless 
|printed in folio or quarto score and in } 
consummation we devoutly wish for in all musi¢) 
the comparative Rogability of many of he ers 
‘and building our dwellin ‘ » 3 constitutes a serious drawback to an otherwis¢ 

4 pp 80 nh nena peek of imple and ingenious plan for engrafting the popular 
principle upon the old musical stock. A very pleasing 
and appropriate selection of tunes has been 
the above numbers in which to illustrate th 
method, though we note some alterations in tim 
and accentuation in which we do not concur. 
the exception of the one objection we have mem 
tioned, the system has palpable merits which Wf 
learn have already rendered it popular. re 


the palace and in the overcrowded dwellings of the|an excellent series which — be considered & 


His, then, is the very simple — 
lan of printing within the head of the note its ~ 
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The Canterbury Tales, and Faérie Queene, # 
Edinburgh : W. P. Nimmo. r 


We have from time to time called attention 
Mr Nimmo’s popular editions of standard works 





Bi 


form a small library in itself. To this series 
present volume has been added; and the only tau 
we can find with it is that it aims at including 
much. We should have been better pleased to 22® 
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the a now occupied by the ‘ Faérie Queene ’—in 
which we observe Mr D. L. Purves’s prose 
quently substituted for Edmund Spenser's stanzas 
—devoted to a complete collection of Chaucer's 
minor poems ; while the ‘ Faéry Queene,’ unabridged, 
with Spenser’s miscellaneous poems, might well 
have formed a volume by themselves. Neverthe- 
less, in a popular edition, we should not quarrel 
with too great abundance of material; and we must 
therefore say that the present volume, looking at its 
size, contents, and appearance, is a marvel of cheap- 
ness. Leaving out of view the maltreatment of 
Spenser—for which no excuse is possible—the 
editor seems to have done his work carefully,and 
well; and has prefaced the volume with an intelli- 
gent and concise Life of Chaucer. The Fist tf 
of the Canterbury Tales has not been too muc 
modernised ; while it is rendered easily readable to 
the most unfamiliar student by copious notes and a 
liberal use of accents. Altogether, this volume is 
not the least valuable of the series, for the prepara- 
tion of which Mr Nimmo ought to receive the 
thanks of all who are interested in the spread of 
good literature. 





History of the Norman Kings of England. 
From a new Collation of the Contemporary 
Chronicles. By Thomas Cobbe, Barrister-at- 
Law. Longmans. 


The author of this bulky volume tells us that he 
has written the history of the Norman Kings from 
his own collation of the materials extant; that he 
refers almost exclusively to the annalists of the 
period, whose records reflect the spirit of the time, 
and whose point of view is real and picturesque. 
Mr Cobbe seeks to lay before the reader a clear and 
accurate interpretation of those ancient records, 
rather than a work abounding with the “ philoso- 
phies of history,” and with those “ rhetorical flou- 
rishes which involve the false with the true.” The 
great danger arising from a perusal of the old 
Monkish Chroniclers is that the reader, and espe- 
cially the young reader, is too apt to be led away 
by their passions and prejudices. They are prone 
to exaggeration; and, as Mr Cobbe puts it, “they 
have formule to express their passions: they seem 
credulous, uncritical, as we say.” But, on the other 
hand, we must admit that “ they possessed mother- 
wit and conscience ; andit is no less certain that 
they took pains to be well informed. In fact, the 
intellectual monks were the thinkers as well as the 
writers, the clericit and just centre of civilisation, 
through whom alone we can appreciate their era.” 
They were not such ascetics as to be entirely shut 
out from the great world around them by the disci- 
pline of the cloister, or the interests of their church. 
They took an active interest in all .the state affairs 
of the period, and transacted much important busi- 
ness. They mediated between king and baron, and 
negotiated ransoms and marriages; they attended 
the great councils of the kingdom, and had a voice 
in the election of the King. Now they were to be 
found in the castle of the noble, at the King’s court, 
or at the Vatican; now they were giving succour 
and administering spiritual consolation to the 
wounded and dying on the battle-field. They were 
essentially the workers of the age. What kings 
and barons ruthlessly destroyed in a day, they 
endeavoured to restore by long years of patient 
toil. They were the. intellectual farmers of their 
generation, who raised up smiling corn-fields around 
their abbeys and monasteries ; and applying what: 
little scientific knowledge they possessed to the 
improvement of the soil, they often succeeded in 
producing two blades of corn where only one had 
grown before. Such of them as possessed sufficient 
capability devoted themselves to the study of letters. 
In the Scriptoriwm they copied afresh the fading 
records, and preserved from oblivion the legends of 
their order, and the ancient traditions of the 
country-side, Frequently their records teem with 
statistical matter, from which we gather much of 
our information respecting the price of corn and 
the value of money at that remote period of our 
history. Sometimes they write on theology and 
morality, and too often betray their superstition by 
appending the wondrous miracles wrought by holy 
men and the dreadful portents by which an angry 
God exhibited his displeasure. “From age to age, 
throughout the land, they more or less ably devoted 
life to literature, and, daily adding to the store, have 
preserved to us an entire series of contemporary 
chronicles.” Of course the writing of sien 2 and 
history was confined to the learned few, though 
all were equally industrious. There seems to be no 


{ 


fre-jagainst idleness: “ 
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Many are their precepts 
nde vivent oratores, si defece- 
tint aratores.” “Laborare est orare.” “ Pray, read, 
chant, write; be instant in occupation of the sort ; 
so shall you arm yourselves against the temptations 
of the Evil One,” says Abbot Thierry to the brothers 
of S. Evroult. And the Abbot Osbern, “an enemy 
to idleness, with his own hands would make the 
writing-implements, prepare the tables overspread 
with wax, and, by a faculty, draw the novices to 
learning.” 

Such were the old monks, from whose chronicles 
our author has endeavoured to construct a truthful 
and unbiassed account of the reigns of the first four 
Kings of England after the Conquest. Standing in 
the midst of their surroundings, entering into their 
feelings, but reducing their exaggerations, Mr 
Cobbe tells the story of the early Norman domina- 
tion with much force and vigour. He has spent so 
much time with the chroniclers that his style has 
been insensibly influenced by their peculiarities. 
But he has, withal, produced a reliable work, to 
which he has devoted an infinity of labour and 
pent and which will henceforth deservedly rank 
1igh among our most useful historical compilations. 
Especially valuable to the student from its plain, 
unvarnished relation of facts, it is yet more valuable 
to the general reader, to whom the early chroniclers 
are mere names, and whose works are to him 
buried “deeper than ere plummet sounded.” The 
Anglo-Saxon chronicles current throughout this 
period, and replete with English affairs, the works 
of Eadmer, Florence of Worcester, William of 
Malmesbury, Henry of Huntingdon, and Ingulph, 
the Abbot of Croyland, are the chief authorities 
from whom our author draws his narrative ; while 
he has consulted many of the writers who lived 
half a century later and retrace the period, such as 
Gervais of Canterbury, Roger of Wendover, and 
Roger Hoveden. He grants the bias of the 
chroniclers in drawing the characters and relatin 
the deeds of the Conqueror, his two sons, wn 
Stephen. They are not unfair to the first William 
or to Stephen ; “ while they laud the Royal clerk 
who first committed England to the overreaching 
policy of Rome, they loathe the red king, ‘parum 
justus aut pius, ‘the man dreadful in himself and 
prone to the counsels of evil men.’ From their 
small spite, as from their monstrous malevolence, it 
is impossible to retrieve him.” Referring to the 
effects of the Conquest, Mr Cobbe perceives in the 
vigorous race of the spoiler a means to regenerate 
our commonwealth. He has no other theory : 


I look on this era, then, as the ge manhood of England : 
the wild, flush, ionate, time wherein the brute seems 
stronger in us than the god, but wherein forces clash and the 
Persistent masters the Provisional. When the conquerors 
had freebooted thoroughly, they settled. Having broken 
through all prescripts, they joined with their victims to 
organise a state that, in a measure, yet endures. They 
slaked their savagery in rapine and blood, in sensualities ; 
and they hurried poet the phases of baseness and hypocrisy. 
Such are the moral changes we realise during these four 
reigns. To the enthusiasm of the haut invaders, and to the 
frivolous gait and abominable wickednesses of their sons 
followed a craven spirit and utter negation of the common 
weal ; and that new-birth which happened to this nation 
resently is all the more marvellous since it rises out of 
conditions so pager evil. 

In these writers William stands before us harsh, rapacious 
yet not forbidding, wholly ; nor without recognition for 
some tnesses : as a soldier, courageous to the height, if 
not chivalrous ; as a statesman, true to his purpose, careful 
of his prize. A king of men, ruling by the sword, austere, 
aweful, in whom the majesty of the realm might shine 
awhile. Scarcely heroic, yet capable of his work : captain of 
a gang of robbers, too, to whom the country was an exchequer : 
chaste, voracious, silent, friendly, cautious, fearless ; whom few 
of his sort surpass. 

Rufus,—in whose time ‘men obeyed the king rather than 
justice,’ too coarse to be really magnanimous ; potent in the 
flesh ‘as a young bull :’ one sinning ‘as it were with a cart 
rope ;’ who, with the palace lights, quenched shame—they 
portray great in arms, in affairs rude ; y eta in all things, 
offensive ; one scarcely redeemed from abhorrence by pity : a 
pr - meee? not, as his father, fortunate ; and with this other 
difference that, whereas the one utilised the religious senti- 
ment as a social bond, the other defied God and man. 

Henry, the clerk and favourite of clerks, clerks show selfish 
by rule and line, void of natural affections, consummately 
practised in double dealing, ‘of designs inscrutable.” They 
reverence him, but they distinguish not between his successes 
and the means thereof. Ascribing glory to the Almighty for 
his three chief gifts, wisdom, victory, wealth, they gloze over 
the perfidy, the ambition, the avarice, which they note in 
him. He merited the praise of churchmen by foundations, 
by address in ecclesiastical concerns, by timely deference to 
class prejudices. He restored the nightly torches in his 
palace ; but in the blaze of pamegyric we discover 
demerits. 

Stephen they admire while greatly blaming. Aware that 
through gentleness he ruined , they sedulously se 
the man from the miseries of his reign. They t to his 
Ee perjury as if it were a liar taint in him infecting 
1i8 cause any 
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the| were their father,’ had planted the 


nobles to forswear themeelves in the. matter of the treaty 
with Duke Robert and had thriven notwithstanding. 

We need not dwell on Mr Cobbe’s introduction, 
in which he briefly traces the histo 
men in France and England to the 


of the North- 
. ttle of Stan- 
ford Bridge. The history proper commences with 
an éxamination of the Duke of Normandy’s claims to 
the crown of England. Then follows a dramatic 
account of the great battle on the Sussex shore, the 
details of which are related with the minuteness of 
an eye-witness. Mr Cobbe especially dwells on the 
fact that only nineteen days elapsed between 
Harold’s victory in York and the defeat in Sussex : 
and argues that we must not imagine that Harol 
led his victorious army of 60,000 men intact from 
Stanford Bridge to Hastings. “Few except horse- 
men could have hurried from York to Hastings in a 
fortnight, the rate being twenty miles each day. 
And, in truth, we must reckon on new levies and 
volunteers, mainly from London and the home 
counties, if we would raise a force at all competent 
to take the field. In effect this seems to have been 
the case. Harold had many horsemen on the banks 
of the Derwent—none at Senlac.” The Normans, 
on the other hand, preponderated in cavalry ; while 
many among the Saxon host carried but slings, 
maces, forks, and clubs, “the ready weapons of the 
farm and of the weald.” The fight raged for six 
long hours—from the third hour to the ninth, and 
even at the critical moment of sunset Count Eustace 
counselled the Duke to retire as from a hopeless 
cause. 

A little band of twenty noble Normans, with their retinue, 
worked out the catastrophe, notwithstanding. And that 
twilight witnessed the Pope-blessed banner floating where 
the dawn had seen the last Saxon standard wave. 

The English army dispersed ; every living man to 4 
saddened hearth. The Nerman pitched his camp on the 
field. On the morrow the slain were buried. The Abbey of 
Battle, built on the spot, commemorates the invaders in whose 
behoof for ages lamps burned and prayers ascended ; but 
neither the graves hor yet the names of those who died in 
this strenuous defence of their country have been ed. 
Among heaps of mutilated dead, the abbot of Hyde, with 
twelve of his monks cased in mail, and the brothers Gryth, 
Leofwine, and King Harold, were hardly ised—the 
last only to be known by the affectionate eye of Eadgyth his 
queen—if indeed, as story tells, she, ‘ the fair’* of theswan’s 
neck ' searched the bloody field. Some base villein struck 
that noble corpse and gashed its thigh: him William 
cashiered on the spot. But in answer to the entreaties of the 
late king’s mother, who offered the body’s weight in gold for 
it, he bade one Malet bury it on the shore—an excommunicate, 
a traitor. The conquest completed itself in this cruelty, in 
this insult. At a subsequent day Anglo-Norman writers 
tempered the incident with anecdotes of generosity. 
imagination, too, fondly conceived the recovery of Id and 
Gyrth, cherishing the faith that each retired to some cell, or 
at least rested in hallowed ground. But the facts, as above, 
befitted the hardness of the times and the severity of William’s 
nature. So, also, Norman chroniclers inveigh against the 
pie ge he) the ish, whose a of thet og, 

uced to their overthrow : nst ur. 

“ge hia, But later 


which set God and his saints aga 

historians of that race, aware that no 

the protracted destruction of a rabble, have 

heroism in a subdued people, and restored’ honour to the last 
Saxon king. ‘They were few in number, and brave in the 
extreme.’ ‘He would have governed the country with 
prudence and with courage.’ 

Mr Cobbe accounts for the quick conquest of the 
country by the disintegration and degeneracy of the 
people, and by various accidents. The throne 
vacant the people u edly exercised the 
right of election, and when W nae disloyal 
to his oath it had become impossible to displace him 
by reason of his vast military power. “Conseious- 
ness of this explains the truculence on one part, the 
alternations of despondency and daring on the 
other.” The episode of Hereward, the “last of 
the Saxons,” who fortified Ely, and there surrounded 
by deep sluggish rivers, plashy marshes, and tidal 
estuaries defied the tyrant to the last, is icturesquely 
told. Mr Cobbe’s reflections on the ést and 
the reign of the first William are worthy of attentive 
witha He points to the elegance of plate and 
trinketry, of attire and needlework among the 

o-Saxons; to the artificial alliterative tone of 
their poetry, as unerring indications of their weak- 
ness and sensuous habits. He sees “a nation b 
out, easy in surroundings, indifferent to other than 
present things; whose sense of duty had passed 
away, whose power for consentaneous action me 

wi 

manly vigour and direct purpose, either the simple 
a sehen af 8 rude horde or the trained onsla Mt 
of military despotism,” ‘The reign-of William 
student. We cannot refrain, however, from layi 
before our readers Mr Cobbe’s narration of the 


been lost; a nation all unready to op 
resents little that is interesting to the historical 


parate! of the Red King, which may, prenspe supply some 
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traces during this period of the lazy sensual monks 


withal work out a Nemesis through the treasons 
of his subjects ; forgetful that King Henry had caused 
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rank grass throve on the hearth, and fern and briar battened 
on altar and grave, there, a8 if in divine retribution, had 
perished the desolater’s second son, Richard, ht by the 
ws among branches ; Richard, son of Duke Ro also, 
is grandson, shot with a bolt ; And now, most notable, his 
favoured son and successor. The manner of the king’s death 
unvouched, conjecture and indifference have united to 
screen the surroundings from the clear view which history 
requires. This much alone is certain : having dined at the 
usual hour of terce—z.e. nine a.m., William, ibly affected 
by wine, attended by his brother Henry, William de Bréteuil, 
and other nobles familiar, entered the New Forest. At sun- 
set, his body, pierced in the region of the heart by an arrow 
—the shaft broken—lay on the ground. If any say, no one 
confessed to have seen. And, whether death was accidental 
or contrived, none will ever know. For, in the effort to 
account for the act, the monks, our chroniclers, shunning the 
te from the close atmosphere of the cloister. 
They advance their formula: such a persecutor of the clergy, a 
singe marevel a man so profligate and abominable, could not 
die but by special doom perceptible to the Church. They 
recount omens, such as oozings of blood from the earth, 
dreams of holy men, dreams of the wicked man himself. 
One, the Saxon annalist, speaks of the king’s ‘own men’— 
meaning his barons—as the murderers: but Henry, the 
brother, and William, the Seneschal of Normandy and 
hereditary adherent, were of that hunting ar: The rest, 
almost in accord, name Walter Tyrel,a French knight, as 
the actual homicide ; and a later chronicler narrates minutely 
the secret incidents: the setting sun: William and Tyrel 
alone: the king shading his eyes with his hand while gazing 
after a wounded deer: the knight’s arrow glancing from a 
grizly stag to Rufus’ heart. He tells of the king’s silence, 
of his breaking the shaft; of Tyrel’s awe and flight : adding, 
‘there was none to pursue. Some connived at his flight : 
others pitied him : and all were intent on other matters.’ To 
which account is supplied confusion among the people, and 
an echoing of fearful shouts. Only Tyrel could have related 
these things. Yet Tyrel credibly averred that he had not been 
present. A charge is laid against Ralf d'Aix also. The 
Armourer had presented a sheaf of arrows to the king. 
which the king had handed to that knight to bear with him 
into the forest. An arrow from this sheaf lay broken in 
Rufus’ breast. Now the Prior of Dunstable had dreamed 
that some one like unto the armourer had presented five 
arrows to the king; but he had not prevailed to ay 
William from the chase that day. No quest happened. 
None had lost a friend. God had vindicated Himself. The 
evidence is altogether traditionary and fails as against the 
barons present, against Tyrel, against D’Aix. I find no clue 
to any conspiracy whatever: no suggestion of particular 
malice. And it results, in my mind, that the red king died by 
pure accident or by the hand of some among the many 
unrecorded who had been personally outraged by him. In 
either case, the slayer, unperceived or unknown, escaped. 
The reigns of Henry I. and Stephen we are com- 
pelled to pass over comparatively unnoticed. We 
cannot, however, close our notice of the volume 
without drawing attention to Mr Cobbe’s able 


analysis of the character of Beauclerck : 

The incoherence of opinion concerning Henry is remarkable. 
Every writer praises him, yet every chronicler condemns 
him. Great foundations — Reading, Cirencester, Dun- 
stable, Wellaw, Anglesey, Creke: large handed  con- 
tributions—to Carlisle, Merton, Bec, St Valery, Evreux, 
Clugny, St Remy at Rheims, St Martin aux Champs, 
Paris, Chartres,—morsels of the nation’s wealth doled out to 
the Church—seem to have condoned the general spoliation of 
Normandy and England: patronage of clerks, to have 
covered the multitude of sins, His coward spite, his avarice, 
detract not from his piety in the clergy’s sight. ‘A calm 
dissembler of his enmities, who, in due season, avenged 
himself fiercely.’ “‘ He consoled the widowed churches ;: in- 
dulged his people with equitable laws. Chaste monks held 
his inordinate concupiscence for a virtue. ‘He was led by 
female blandishments, not for gratification of lust, but for 
sake of issue.’ ‘He was a pred yey and great was the awe 
of him : no man dare ill-treat another in his time. He made 
peace for men and deer. Wehoso bore his burden of gold or 
silver, none dare say to him aught but good.’ Nevertheless, 
England groaned under his taxings ; and, in the troublous 
times that followed, whatever he had done, either despotically 
or on due authority, appeared excellent.’ No man in his 
dominions was equally wretched, equally wicked.’ Pro- 
foundly vindictive, and ‘a slave to his cupidity, he 
lived in alarms. He was reckoned the most fortunate 
of kings; but truly he was the most miserable!’ ‘ Not 
prone to personal combat, he verified that saying of 

ipio Africanus, “‘ My mother bore me a commander, not a 
soldier.” ’ Fond of the chase, he bade maim all other than 
, within the verge. Delighting in wild-beasts, 
he begged from foreign princes lions, leopards, lynces, camel, 
and, to wonder, ‘acreature called a porcupine.’ At 
Woodstock and at Caen were his menageries : at Bristol his 
vivarium. A man of just middle stature, of brawny chest 
and fleshy body: of black hair, scant about the brow, of 
bright and mild eye. Facete in season, plain in his diet, 
temperate, heavy in sleep, deliberate in the act of speaking, 
joa vo sagacious, secretive, of keen foresight and notable 

nacity. 

To those who are unacquainted with Saxon- 
English literature and the monkish Latin of the old 
chroniclers, this work, embracing, — the most 
interesting period of English history, will be 
especially fresh and attractive, while students who 
wish to have before them a series of lifelike por- 
traits of all the great personages of the first cent 
of the Norman dominion in England, will do well 
to obtain Mr Cobbe’s volume. He has selected his 
materials with so rare and discriminating a judg- 
ment, and has placed them before his readers in 
such a pleasant form, that we venture to assert that 
nobody who cares at all for the serious literature of 
the day will commence the book without reading to 


the last page. 


his own d 


THE MAGAZINES. 

We counsel all who are interested in the curiosi- 
ties of literary criticism to read a review of Mr 
Froude’s dealings with Queen Mary which appears in 
this month’s Blackwood. We are often indebted to 
Maga for giving us a taste of that fine, old, full- 
flavoured Toryism which. these effete times have 
nearly banished ; and now she treats us to a speci- 
men, of a kind of criticism which we fancied was 
wholly obsolete. And yet there is an air of arti- 
ficiality about this remarkable composition. There 
is a hollow sound in its denunciations. There is 
none of the bold, masculine hard-hitting of Christo- 
pher North; but, on the contrary, a kind of femi- 
nine and obvious effort in its vituperation. The 
odd thing about the ‘review is that the editor of 
‘Blackwood’ seems to fancy that his reviewer has 
been rather weak or timid, and he himself comes in 
to his aid. The master is far angrier than the man ; 
and we are appalled by the profuseness of his bad 
language. He hopes no one will “read Mr Froude’s 
most deplorable performance without emotions of 
indignant disgust.” Mr Froude’s attitude is worse 
than “the war-dance of the savage over the mangled 
remains of his enemy.” After he has described 
Mary Stuart’s execution, Mr Froude “seems to) 
leave the hall with lingering, grudging glances, and/| 
a sort of ghoulish regret that nothing worse is left! 
to chronicle.” He “is so steeped in venom” as to) 
break out into inconsistency. He has “dealt his) 
own reputation a murderous blow.” And so forth, | 
and so forth. Out of all this rhodomontade we can} 
only pick one definite charge : 
Mr Froude sneers at the discomposure with which he believes 
Mary to have received the announcement of her impending 
fate on the strength of the French reporter's statement, that | 
the Queen was “ faschée et deplaisaute” when the sudden 
intelligence was imparted to her. 
He had given her due credit for fortitude elsewhere, but is 
so steeped in venom as to break out in spite of himselt into 
this inconsistency. To say that she was ‘‘ faschée et deplai- 
sante” at the news that on the morrow she was to die a ter- 
rible death appears to us an almost grotesquely inadequate 
description of the emotions Which any human being would 
experience on such an occasion. 
A more unfounded accusation was never preferred | 
against a most careful and conscientious historian.) 
Mr Froude’s words are, “she was dreadfully agi-| 
tated.” There is no sneer expressed or implied in 
the whole passage ; and the French phrase which is 
quoted above occurs in a foot-note, and is printed, 
without comment, as part of the description of one 
who was present. To return to the body of the 
article: we can discover in it no charge of false 
representation or statement against the historian; the 
reviewer's chief ground of complaint apparently being 
that, as Mr Froude was not a champion of Elizabeth, 
there was no reason why he should tell the truth | 

















about Mary. “We should not have found fault with | 
Mr Froude,” he distinctly says, speaking of the| 
temptation to partiality, “if he had yielded to this’ 
all but infallible temptation, and boldly taken up| 
Elizabeth’s standard.” He seems unable to compre- 
hend the possibility of a historian wishing to speak 
plainly about both Queens. “ Why, then,” he de- 
mands, “if Elizabeth is not to be elevated, is Mary 
to be degraded ?” A more ridiculous question, we 
will venture to say, was never asked since literary 
history began. Elsewhere in the article he endea- 
vours to show that Mr Froude gives Elizabeth the 
benefit of a sympathetic interpretation of her. con- 
duct which he does not extend to Mary; and then 
reverts to the old accusation that the historian has 

iven the details of the execution with too much 
frassatiian As for the first part of the indictment, 
the reviewer's own confession of Mr Froude’s criti- 
cally accurate treatment of Elizabeth’s character 
disposes of that; while, as for the latter, we can no- 
where in Mr Froude’s recital perceive any departure 
from that attitude of a faithful, unbiassed, and 
unhesitating narrator which he has preserved during 
the entire execution of his great task. We wish 
that his reviewer had been half as respectful; and 
that, in treating of the masterpiece of a great Eng- 
lish writer, he had not imitated “the voice of that 
Dean, whom,” he adds, gracefully, “we would fain 
throttle in his hideous profane impertinence.” But 
throttling of any kind will not conceal the truth 
about Mary Stuart ; and it is too late in-the day to 
frighten a historian by an ad captandum appeal to 
the indignation of the upper gallery. 

In the Fortnightly there is an admirable essay on 
Condorcet, by the editor. It is to be concluded next 
month; but the present instalment completes a 
brief account of Condorcet’s life. The closing pas- 
sage is sufficiently bold in its language : 

So, to the last revolving supreme cares, this high spirit was 


overtaken by annihilation. His memory is left to us, the 
fruit of his ideas, and the impression of his character, If, as 





some think, the world will grad adually transf orm its fear or a | 
love of unknowable gods into a devout reverence for those s 


who have stirred in men a sense of the dignity of their own — 
nature and of its large and multitudinous ibilities, then — 
will his name not fail of deep and perpetual recollection. a 


Helen Taylor (and we wish lady writers would : 


tell us whether to call them Miss or Mrs) effectually 7 § 


disposes of Mr Trollope’s defence of fox-hunting. — 
oa so far as argument goes, the question never — 
admitted of dispute. Mr Kingsley, or Mr Tom ~ 
Hughes (does the reader remember Mr Hughes’ ~ 
ingenious defence of boxing in ‘The Scouring of ~ 
the White Horse’), might have made out something ~ 
like a case for the fox-hunter, but Mr Trollope was ~ 
not equal to the occasion; and there can be no © 


doubt that this lady pens her antagonist into a 7 


corner. To this number Professor Tyndall contri- 
butes a paper on mountain climbing, Mr Edward ~ 
Dowden one on “Christopher Marlowe,” and Sir ~ 
George Grey one on the “Death Laments of © 
Savages,” which embodies some interesting trans- — 
lations. 

Fraser opens with an able and opportune article 
on “KEngland—her Colonies,” by the editor, Mr 
Froude. Mr Froude not only believes that “emi- 
gration remains the only practical remedy for the 
evils of Ireland,” but insists that England shall 
retain that hold on her Colonial possessions which 
will enable her to provide there inducements for 
the emigrants : 

_ It is no party question, all ranks, all classes, are equally 
interested ; manufacturers in the creation of new markets 
landowners in the expansion of soil which will remove, an 
which probably alone can remove, the discontent with their 
increasing monopoly at home. Most of all is it the concern 
of the working men. Let broad bridges be established into 
other Englands, and they may exchange brighter homes and 
brighter prospects for their children for a life which is no 
life in the foul alleys of London and Glasgow ; while by re- 
lieving the — at home they ma end the war between 
masters and men, and solve the problems of labour which 
trades’ unions can never solve. 

There are several incidental topics treated in this 
article of pressing importance. hether the reader 
may or may not agree with all of Mr Froude’s con- 
clusions, he will be benefited by having these pro- 
blems put fearlessly and clearly before him. The 
Devon “ Ramble” of Patricius Walker is brightly 
and pleasantly written, lending cheerfulness to a 
number that is, perhaps, overweighted , with 
politics—especially Irish politics. In every region 
of periodical literature at present Ireland dogs our 
steps like a vampire; and if Irish ills were to be 
cured by offers of treatment, we should banish 
Fenianism in twenty minutes. Among other con- 
tributions in this month’s ‘Fraser, we may men- 
tion Mr R. Walker's “ Laissez-faire,” which is partly 
a protest against the principle which finds its ex- 


‘pression in Mr Mill’s “Essay on Liberty,” and 


partly an effort to translate paternal government 
into first principles. But we have not yet arrived 
at legislation on first principles, and expediency has 
a distrust of formulas. At the same time, we envy 
Mr Walker his easy and assured belief in the 
eflicacy of his own system. It would be so pleasant 
to believe that Government, were it to constitute 
itself the censor of literature and art, could easily 
distinguish between obscenity and the legitimate 
freedom of art, and between free inquiry, conducted 
in good faith, and the endeavour to pander to 
immorality. While Government seems unable 
to fix the precise length of a ballet-girl’s skirt, it 
would be hard to ask it to decide on the ethical 
effect of a picture by Jerome, or a romance by 
Ernest Feydeau. 

There is a sensible, well-informed article on 
“ Admiralty Reform” in Macmillan, and a vigorous 
little paper on “The Anarchy of London,” by Mr 
Hughes, M.P., which is chiefly devoted to the 
advocacy of Mr C. Buxton’s proposed plan of 
reform. In conclusion he says : 

The whole metropolitan press is chafing, and getting 
fiercer and more impatient, whenever the question turns up 
Are the Uorporation going to have the good sense to move # 
If so, there is no time to be lost. There is a very la 
minority of their fellow-townsmen, to put it no higher, who 
think that few corporate bodies ever have had such opportu- 
nities, and that none ever made so little use of them, as they 
have done now for nearly two centuries. At the same time 
the pees a vee are the lineal representatives of the men 
who ruled the city when it was the rallying-ground and the 
mainstay of those who fought freedom’s battles through the 
darkest times of our history. It will take a great deal to 
make Englishmen disre this prestige of a thousand years. 
But times do come, and the present looks like one of them, 
when the most venerable trappings will no longer protect 
those who ignore the needs, and resist the spirit, of their 
own time. Let us hope that the Corporation will at last 
follow the advice of many of their ablest members and 
officers, and, by joining cordially with Mr Buxton in the 
endeavour to work out a satisfactory system of government 
for the whole metropolitan area, Ys it out of the power of Mr 
Bruce, or the first reforming Home Secretary who has time 
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to take the matter in hand, and carry to its logical result the 
conclusion, somewhat sarcastically hinted in the report of Sir 
G. Lewis’s committee, that, as things go, no reason but its 
antiquity and existence can be found for maintaining the 
Corporation of London. 


The Cornhill is not attractive this month ; but 
there is an article on the present King of Sweden's 
poems which will be interesting to those who are 
acquainted with ancient Scandinavian poetry, and 
find here some modern echoes of it. It is impossible 
to judge of King Carl’s poetic capacity by the trans- 
lations, however faithful they may be, which are 
printed in the ‘Cornhill;’ but they will serve to 
awaken some curious reflections in any one who is 
familiar with the Eddas. From an article on 
“Christmas in the Days of Old,” we quote the fol- 
lowing striking scene—the King of France and his 
nobles being present at an improvised marriage : 


Towards midnight, when all were half mad with wine, De 
Guisay suggested a mask. These things, rough as they 
were, were usually pre-arranged. Everybody knew when to 
look for the maskers, and, in most instances, who they were. 
But the marriage had been too hasty for this ; nobody now 
expected anything of the kind ; and the King took the hin: 
all the more eagerly. He retired, unobserved by the crowd, 
with De Guisay and four other wild ones—scions all of the 
noblest houses in France. The projector of mischief had a 

uantity of tow and a pitch-pot in readiness, and the tight 

resses of the group were speedily covered with a very good 
imitation of the shaggy hide of the bear. Masks for the 
face were always at hand, and thus the travestie was effected 
in a very few minutes. Five of the gang were then bound 
together by means of a silken rope cut from the tapestry, and 
the sixth, the king, led them into the hall, where the thing 
took amazingly. “ Who are they?” was the general cry ; 
but that, of course, nobody could tell. At this instant 
entered the wildest of all the wild Dukes of Orleans. 
Hearing of the superior order of the fun going on at the 
palace, he had left his own amusements in another quarter, 
and hurried thither. He found the torch-bearers ranged 
close along the walls, and the inquisitive company gathered 
round the maskers. ‘* Who are they?” hiccupped the three- 
parts intoxicated prince. ‘ We'll soon find that out.” And 
snatching a torch from one of the bearers, he staggered for- 
ward. Some gentlemen attempted to stay him, but he was 
obstinate and quarrelsome, and refused to be restrained, 
except by main force ; and as this was not to be thought of 
with a prince of the blood, however fuddled or mischievous, 
they gave way. The prince lowered his torch to examine the 
nearest of the maskers. But hand and foot being equally 
unsteady, he brought the flame in contact with the tow, and 
the group was instantly in a bright flame. Presence of mind. 
or common sobriety on the part of spectators or actors, might 
have averted the results. But there was none of the latter 
there, and but two instances of the former. The youthful 
consort of the aged Duke of Berry seized the King, and 
enveloped him in her ample robe; thus he was saved. 
Another of the maskers, the young Lord of Nantouillet, 
noted for strength and agility, rent the silken rope with a 
wrench of his strong teeth—pitched himself like a meteor 
through the next window, and plunging into a cistern in the 
court, escaped with scarce a scar. As for the other four 
they dragged hither and thither through the horrified mob, 
fighting with each other and the flame, and uttering the 
most awful shrieks. Men who had gone unfaltering through 
a hundred fights sickened at the sight, and women fainted 
by scores. Roused by the uproar, all Paris was soon afoot 
in wild excitement, and crowded round the palace. A hun- 
dred reports were current—that the princes were engaged in 
deadly strife being the one most credited. At last the flame 
burnt out, and the four maskers lay a black and writhin 
heap con the floor. One of them was a mere cinder ; a secon 
survived till daybreak ; a third died at noon the next day; 
and the fourth—the contriver of the mask—lived in horrible 
torments until the third day. “ Bark, dog, bark!” yelled 
the Parisians as his body was borne to the grave. 


The articles in Temple Bar on modern poetry 
awoke some attention, as a bold attack on anythin 
is sure todo. Their success seems to have inspire 
the magazine to employ the same tactics in another 
direction ; and accordingly we have a pessimist view 
of modern painting. But this article wants the 
abilit which the papers on poetry undoubtedly pos- 
sessed, It is verbose, confused, “sloppy.” Only 
once does the writer accord us the grace of example. 


We have purposely abstained from mentioning the names 
and criticising the works of individual artists ; and if we 
violate our rule, it shall be as briefly as ible, and more 
for the i on of illustrating our meaning than with the 
object of criticising the artists and the pictures named. There 
were two pictures of Mr Leighton’s in the Academy of this 
year which attracted a good deal of attention—“ Deedalus 
and Icarus,” and ‘* Helios and Rhodos.” It is quite certain 
that the agedid not help Mr Leighton to paint those two 
pictures, Rather, indeed, had he to contend against the a 
in order to paint them. But with what result? Mr Leigh- 
ton has a very fine sense of beauty, probably a sense finer and 
keener than any of his contemporaries; and he cherishes a 
high ideal. And no doubt there is much beauty, much love- 
liness, in the works we have named. But are they a satis- 
factory, au adequate rendering of the story of “ Helios and 
Rhodos,” or of ** Daedalus and Icarus?” We abstain, it will 
be noticed, from all technical criticism, and ask that one 
broad simple question. Let us ask another, In point of 
adequacy and satisfactoriness what are they by the side of 
Mr Faed’s ‘Only Herself?” Yet who can doubt that Mr 
Leighton’s aim is the higher of the two? And the wonder 
is, not that these works of his are not better, but that they 
are so good, 


The critic who finds Mr Faed’s “Only Herself” a 
more satisfactory picture than Mr Leighton’s “ Helios 
and Rhodos” may be left in his Rice security 





There is a most interesting article in. this month's 
‘Temple Bar’ on “The Convulsionnaires of St 
Médard” by Mr T. A. Trollope. Those who have 
been reading the “ Holy Grail” may look here upon 
the historical account of an enthusiasm which was 
capable of defying the ordinary conditions of life, 
and changing the most frightful torture into a de- 
lirious pleasure. The mania of the “Holy Grail,” 
as represented by Mr Tennyson, merely inflamed 
the imagination ; but this of the “Convulsionnaires ” 
seems to have altered their very flesh and blood. 
“ An Acting Charade” is a clever little farce, which 
would do well for private theatricals. 

Belgravia offers a good assortment of tales and 
sketches. There is a atic and thrilling story 
by Mr Sawyer; an analy interesting tale by Mr 
Sala; and various other histories of perils and 
adventures. Mr Archibald Forbes’ sketch of “A 
Costermongers’ Club” seems to be genuine, and 
might have been made more picturesque by a prac- 
tised littératewr. 


A SUGGESTION FOR NEW ZEALAND. 

Sir,—The number of New Zealand natives is so 
rapidly decreasing, that if a crisis can be postponed 
for five or six years it probably never will arise. At 
the present moment the hostile tribes could not 
muster two thousand male adults for the field. 
Anyone acquainted with the character of the 
natives knows their innate love of war; but that a 
young generation has grown up which has never 
had an opportunity of proving its prowess; hence 
much of the desire to fight. The greater portion of 
these would be only too glad to enlist in the Queen’s 
Army, with a prospect of service in India or else- 
where. Let a few hundred be so enlisted: by the 
time the regiment returned, there would be no more 
trouble with the natives, and peace would have been 

preserved in the meanwhile. 
I am, &c., J. F. V. F. 








The Publishers’ Circular gives some very interesting in- 
formation with reference to the literary work of the past 
year. In the twelve months there have been issued 3,253 
new books, and 1,319 new editions. These are acknow- 
ledged ; but the figures do not, of course, include that 
legion of works, which the insufficient solidity of their 
covers alone prevents from attaining the dignity of “ books,”’ 
And the analysis of the gross total, which, with ‘‘ American 
Importations ”’ rises to 4,967, is not so discreditable as all 
that has been said about the novel-reading tendencies of 
the public would lead one to suppose. Theology is the 
raison d’étre of 1,049; the juveniles come next as to 
numbers with 503, while “‘ novels and works of fiction ” 
stand for only 464. 

El Djevai, an Arab paper published at Constantinople, 
has just been suspended for two months on account of a 
recent article in which it stated that if a war had broken 
out between Turkey and Egypt, the Arab subjects of the 
Porte would have risen in insurrection. 

M. Lefébure-Wély, a French organist of some repute, 
fell dead a few days since at the foot of his organ, in the 
Church of St Sulpice, Paris. 2 


LATEST INTELLIGENCE. 


Paris, Jan. 6.—An Imperial decree, dated the 5th inst., 
appoints M. Chevreau Prefect of the Seine, vice Baron 
Haussmann, who has resigned. The Journal Offciel of 
the 6th publishes a statistical table, showing that 92,411 
pornene have taken advantage of the Amnesty of the 14th 

ptember, 1869. 

Baron Haussmann has declined all compensation on re- 
linquishing his post as Prefect of the Seine. The memo- 
randum of association of the Ottoman Railway Company 
was ratified on Thursday at the Turkish Embassy at Paris. 
The company is now definitively constituted, and the finan- 
cial direction comprises the Société Generale of Paris, the 
Ottoman Bank, the Anglo-Austrian Bank, the Nether- 
lands Bank of Oredit and Deposits, and others. 

Most of the newspapers express great satisfaction at the 
removal of Baron Haussmann, which event they consider 
as a striking evidence of the inauguration of Parliamentary 
Government. The Liberté, however, blames the measure. 

Mave, Jan. 5.—The Imparcial of Jan. 5 states that 
two pistol shots were fired at the Regent on the 4th, but 
fortunately without wounding him, The Ministerial crisis 
continues. 

Jan. 6.—There are current rumours that the old 
Ministry will return to power, and will propose that the 
Cortes shall suspend its sittings, after authorising the 
establishment of a Dictatorship for a period of four 
months, 

Rome.—The second public sitting of the Council was 
held on Thursday morning. The labours of the Council 
in reference to questions of dogma have not made sufficient 
progress to allow of any decree being promulgated. After 
Mass had been celebrated every prelate presented to the 
Pope a written profession of the Catholic faith in accord- 
ance with the formula laid down by Pope PiusIV. The 
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THE EMIGRATION MOVEMENT. 


On Tuesday night a crowded meeting was held in Exeter 
Hall, convened to inaugurate the Emigration League. 
Among the gentlemen on the platform were Sir George 
Grey (who presided), Sir W. Denison (late Governor of 
Australia), Sir J. Lawrence, Bart., M.P., Hon. Auberon 
Herbert, W. M. Torrens, Esq., M.P., General Wittingham, 
W. McArthur, Esq., M.P., Rev. 8. Herring, Edmond 
Beales, Esq., Rev. G. J. Kitto, Hon. J. 8, 8. Lidstone 
(Canada Finance Detegate), Mr W. Dixon (Emigration 
Agent for Canada), Messrs Alfred Houlder, David Chinery, 
G. Potter, 0. W. Chesson, and other gentlemen interested 
in the subject. 

The Chairman said it had become manifest that an un- 

usual amount of distress prevailed at present in this country. 
This distress unfortunately was now reaching a portion of 
our people who heretofore had not suffered from poverty. 
Not only the humblest classes, but those also above them, 
were now involved in it. The only adequate remedy sug- 
gested was Emigration. It was a good sign that the work- 
ing classes themselves had taken this matter in hand. A 
petition on the subject had been presented to the Queen, 
signed by upwards of 104,000 persons. In his opinion, Emi- 
gration should be so conducted that those who take advantage 
of it should not do so as if they were paupers, but as persons 
who could not live in idleness, and who desired to seek a new 
field for their labours and a new home for their families. 
He could say, from his experience of thirty years in the 
British colonies, that no working man who deserved to 
succeed need fear failure by transferring his energies to any 
one of those countries, He (the. Chairman) had the 
greatest confidence in asking the unemployed working man 
to emigrate. In inviting him to do so, he did not ask him 
to go to any strange country. In the colonies he would 
find many of his countrymen, and perhaps many of his 
friends, and there also he would find those social and poli- 
tical institutions of which England may well be proud. 
(Cheers. ) 
Sir James Lawrence moved a resolution to the effect 
that the distressed state of trade in England necessitates a 
removal of part of the working people to our colonies, 
or to some other places where they may be afforded 
better prospects of earning a comfortable livelihood. 
In proof of the necessity of this, he referred to 
the return lately issued respecting pauperism. There 
was besides a large class of people in London in a 
state of distress from whom no demand was ever heard. 
He considered that emigration was almost the only remedy 
for this distress, especially when transit to Canada and 
other colonies was so easy and so cheap. Labour ought to 
be able to circulate as easily as capital. 

Mr Edmond Beales, in terms of great earnestness, 
seconded the resolution, and said that one of the first duties 
of the Government was to provide and secure the substantial 
well-being of the most numerous class of the people. His 
observations were received with marked attention, and 
frequently called forth enthusiastic cheers. 

Sir W. Denison gave his cordial support to the resolu- 
tion. There were three great sections of the community 
whose interests would be affected by extensive emigration 
—those who went forth, those amongst whom they settled, 
and those who were left‘behind. It was hard to tell which 
of the three would be the most signally benefited by the 
proposed change. They who went forth would escape from 
privation and the dread of future misary to healthful and 
fruitful lands, where, with ordinary industry and care, they 
and their children could never come to want. The colonists 
were ready to receive them with welcome, because every 
accession to their industrial strength added to the value of 
their own property and to the security of the growing State. 
And it was obvious that those who were left behind would 
be relieved from a pressure of competition for work that 
was becoming ruinous, and from liability to burthens that 
were becoming intolerable. 

The Hon. A. Herbert, in an animated and eloquent 
speech, wished success to the movement, and expressed his 
belief that it would exercise the most beneficial influence at 
the present juncture. 
A Mr Hennessey rose to move an amendment, which 
caused great excitement. 

The Chairman put it to the vote whether the opponents 
of emigration should be heard, when an overwhelming 
show of hands decided in the negative, and the dissentients 
withdrew their amendment. 

They subsequently withdrew from the platform, and, 
order being restored, 

Mr W. M. Torrens, M.P., in moving the next resolution, 
said he hoped tofind menina practical mood toconsider prac- 
tical questions. In the name of 400,000 of the citizens of 
London, he said there was not a moment to be lost if some 
of the most respectable people in the country were to be 


prevented from falling into poverty. He grudged every 
hour lost in vain debates about what ought to be done at 


some future day. The future must take care of itself. 
They had to deal with a great and pressing exigency. The 
welfare, the content, the good order, perhaps the existence 
of large classes of the community was in jeopardy; and 
their bounden duty was to sink speculative differences, 
and to deal with the pregsing question, what was now best 
to be done? He was told it was the unthrift of the 
people which drove them to poverty, and that if it was not 
for their own carelessness distress would not have arisen. 





health of his Holiness continues excellent, 


There was at this moment 50,000,0002. of the people's 
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savings in the hands of the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
What he asked was, that a portion of this sum should be 
lent or given back to them; and they might depend upon 
it that as soon as the Ministers of the Crown found the 
people were united ren: | themselves they would do what- 
ever was required ; but if they saw that they were divided 
and distracted, they would turn a deaf ear to their demands. 
He entreated the meeting, for the sake of famishing men, 
weeping women, and starving children, to waive theoretic 
differences for the present, and endeavour to find a remedy 
for the immediate and pressing consequences of a conges- 
tion, if not a superfluity of labour in their great towns. 
When the men were removed from the dockyards, with the 
sanction and assistance of Mr Childers, as many as chose to 
go were sent to the interior of Canada; and as they went 
along by rail place after place demanded men, so that when 
the train got to the end of its journey only six were left. 
He was convinced that if the matter were fairly put to the 
Colonial Governments they would give all the help they 
could to the honest emigration of able-bodied men. While 
opposed to pauperising those who were disposed to emigrate, 
he held that it was the duty of the Government to give 
assistance in the present labour famine as they did 
in the potato famine in Ireland and in the cotton 
famine in Lancashire. If this were not done, perilous 
questions would be raised—questions which none would 
easily be able to still. He prayed, in the name of huma- 
nity, in the name of the country, and in the name of God, 
that they—at this, the greatest meeting which he had seen 
since those which carried household suffrage—would tell 
the Government that means must be taken to relieve the 
surplus population of this country. He moved: “That 
this meeting approves the objects of the Emigration League 
(combining the National Aid and the Workman’s Emigra- 
tion Societies) to urge, by various agencies, upon the home 
Government the consideration of a national emigration 
policy in co-operation with the Governments of the Colo- 
nies; to promote emigration from those districts of the 
metropolis and of the provinces where distress abounds 
through the want of employment; to assist persons and 
families desirous of emigrating with advances towards their 
passage and outfit; to afford advice and information to in- 
tending emigrants and others, to make arrangements for 
their passage, and for their proper reception upon arrival 
in the colonies,”’ 

Mr R. Marsden Latham seconded the resolution, and it 
was supported by Mr Daniel Guile, a working man, in a very 
able and practical speech, and carried by acclammation. 

On the motion of Mr McArthur, M.P., seconded by Mr 
George Druitt, and supported by Mr R. Applegarth, the 
following resolutian was also adopted :—“ That a deputa- 
tion be appointed by this meeting to wait upon the Prime 
Minister, and urge upon him the necessity of the Govern- 
ment assisting the League to carry out emigration to our 
colonies upon a large scale.” 

A vote of thanks to Sir George Grey concluded the pro- 
ceedings. 


Spirit of the Journals, 


THE SPANISH DIFFICULTY. 


The Daily News remarks that General Prim’s last com- 
bination has broken down. The new Italian Cabinet has 
refused, as it was sure to do, to advise the King to give 
his sanction to the acceptance of the Crown of Spain by 
the Duke of Genoa, and the desired settlement of that 
country is apparently as far off as ever. The first conse- 
quence of this failure, long foreseen but strenuously denied, 
is the resignation of all the Spanish Ministers. For the 
rece at any rate, the discredit which has fallen upon 

rim’s statesmanship is too great for him to withstand, 
and if, as many think, his calculations and aims extended 
beyond the rejection of the crown by the Duke of Genoa, 
the event shows that he is not in a position to pursue them. 
The condition of Spanish affairs is now likely to grow 
serious, If Serrano has the clear convictions, he has not 
the firm will necessary to guide the country through a 
dangerous crisis. The recent debates, first upon the 
clandestine removal of a valuable portion of the regalia by 
Queen Isabella, and next on the Duke of Genoa’s candida- 
ture, have still further discredited the monarchical prin- 
ciple, without apparently doing anything to render the 
establishment of a Republic more practicable than before. 
If splendid oratory could establish a State, the country 
which has produced a Castelar would be happy. The next 
movements of Spanish statesmen will be watched with 
eager interest by all Europe. It is a duty to hope that, 
whatever may befall, no solution of present difficulties will 
be sought—as has too often happened—in violent ex- 
pedients ; but that all parties may resolve loyally to abide 
by the resolutions of the legal representatives of the nation. 














The Standard believes the resignation of the Ministry to 
mean very little, unless it be intended to extract a general 
power of attorney from the Cortes to Serrano and Prim to 
do what they may think best for regenerated Spain. Prim 
has been unable to keep a very rash promise, and he pre- 
tends to resign power in consequence. The consequence 
will be that he will retain power for the present in con- 
sideration of the affectionate supplications made him to do 
80 by the majority of the national representatives. General 
Prim is credited with the ambition of assuming nominally, 
as well as really, the supreme power in Spain, The 


| Standard hardly thinks him ambitions enough for such a 
project. His best chance he has himself cut off. He 


Republic. but he has dug an impassable gulf 
lican insurrection. The question, however, is not what 
Prim wishes, but what Spain requires. 
of the country may keep power for some months in virtue 
of the mandate given them in the summer. But Spain 
wants a settled Government. 


the throne of Spain, that he is the representative of a 
dynasty which has long ruled over the country, that he is 


trinated with objectionable opinions, and, with a@ com- 

petent regency, might be brought up as a constitutional 

King. | 
EMIGRATION, 

The Daily Telegraph, in commenting on the crowded | 
meeting held at Exeter Hall on Tuesday evening, says: 
The sight of the assemblage was remarkable, rather than 
pleasant. Unmistakably and even painfully in earnest, the 
auditors displayed little of that thoughtless good humour 
which usually marks a throng of English workpeople. It 
had that grim look of hunger which warns the most frivo- 
lous speaker that he must not waste time on mere plea-| 
santries or triviality. When out of work and eager for 
employment, men are not in the most philosophical state of | 
mind ; and it is not surprising, therefore, that on Tuesday | 
the slightest note of dissent from the general opinion of the | 
meeting was greeted by signs of angry protest. Fortu-| 
nately, the object of the gathering was so manifestly good | 
as to afford a common standing ground for men professing 
different political creeds. A time was at length come 
when England must be relieved of its surplus labour by a 
sufficient and well-planned measure of emigration. The 
country is suffering from a kind and degree of distress for 
which there is no other remedy. Not on the working 
people alone, but also on the small shopkeepers, cala- 
mity has fallen so heavily, that, as one of the speakers 
said, many of those small tradesmen find it difficult 
to provide their families with the necessaries of life. 
Skilled labour has, of course, suffered much less than 
unskilled ; but even in that branch of industry there 
are many good workmen who are either not employed at 
all, or employed only at half time. It is, however, on the 
great horde of workmen whose capital is their untrained 
muscles—the hewers of wood and drawers of water—that 
poverty has poured its heaviest afflictions. Although the 
present winter has not, so far, been exceptionally severe, 
London is at present burthened with a pauper army more 
than a hundred thousand strong. And for years that 
crowd has been battering at the doors of the workhouse 
and the casual ward. From the pockets of the rich charity 
flows in a ceaseless stream, and with increasing volume: 
yet the great expanse of pauperism remains undiminished. 
Spring and summer bring work and temporary relief; but 
with every winter comes back the old distress, And, even 
when work is to be had, competition for employment has 
already so beaten down the price of labour, that Sir James 
Lawrence did not cite an altogether exceptional case when 
he told the story of a woman who had lived, or rather 
existed, by making match-boxes at 24d. a gross, and whose 
highest earnings never exceeded seven shillings a week. 
In such a state of things there is no other remedy than 
that proposed at the meeting on Tuesday night—a measure 
of emigration which shall enable working men to find a 
home in the Colonies, and relieve England from the surplus 
labour. —_— 


THE FRENCH “COALITION” CABINET. 


The Globe says: “The representatives of the Left 
Centre are especially noticeable. M. le Marquess De 
Talhouet is a deputy for Sarthe. He was elected a mem- 
ber of the Legislative Assembly in 1849. Connected by 
birth with an ancient and noble family, he is possessed of 
a vast fortune, and is a man of great spirit. In the 
country, as well as in the Assembly, he occupies a very 
exalted station, and is well qualified to take part in the 
reconstruction of the State, at a time when it is especially 
important that every act’of the new Ministry should com- 
mand the respect and confidence of the people. M. Segris, 
the Minister of Instruction, is a deputy for Maine-et-Loire. 
He was one of the originators of the Third party in the 
Assembly, and enjoys a high reputation for honesty of 
purpose and unswerving allegiance to the principles to 
which he stands pledged. M. Buffet, the new Minister of 
Finance, is deputy for Vosges. He became a deputy in 
1848, and accepted from the President of the Republic the 
portfolio of Agriculture and of Commerce. He quitted the 
Ministry with M. Odillon Barrot in 1849, but received a 
portfolio in the cabinet of Leon Faucher which lasted from 
April to Oetober in 1851. M. Odillon Barrot has, it is 
said, accepted the post of President of the Commission en- 
trusted with the duty of preparing the Bill of decentralisa- 
tion, so that again these two great men will co-operate 
officially in the government of the country. Count Daru 
alone has any strong tie to the Empire, and this is only 
such as may be thought to accrue from the family traditions 
arising out of the fact that his father was a personal adhe- 
rent of Napoleon IL, and he was godchild of Napoleon and 





Josephine ; too slender a bond to be supposed to afford any 


might perhaps have been the President of a Federal 
between him- 


Republi his action on the late b- | 
rand te ee “pe ' one of them surrendering his own personal claims to the 


The present rulers | ° J 
school of opinion, and the expositor of a pee line | 


After advocating the selec- | 
tion of the Prince of Asturias to fill the vacant throne, the | 
Standard concludes : The Prince has that best of titles to 


a Spaniard born, that he is too young to have been indoc- | 
at a moment when the prospects of France were peculiarly ~ 


y 
discouraging, and to which he has been faithful despitethe 
calummnies of false friends and the opposition of avowed 





great security for his services to the Emperor in the present 
emergency. In short, the men whom, with the approval 
the Emperor, M. Ollivier has gathered around him, are p 
sonages of mark in their own special 


ta of political _ 


life, and unite in forming a coalition Ministry without any 


respect of the country as the representative of a particular 


policy. That they will resolutely discharge the obligations 
laid upon them by the necessity of political consistency is cer. 
tain, and that the country will receive a Constitution which 
is Liberal not only in name but in fact, is an inevitable 
consequence. That Napoleon has inaugurated this great 


‘reform with his own hand is a proof of his sagacity, and in 


the act he has consummated a work which he undertook — 


enemies.” 





THE CAB QUESTION, 

The Times, referring to the new rules and orders issued 
on the Ist inst., asks where the new or improved cabs are 
which Mr Lowe told us last April we might expect to see at 
the beginning of this year. 
description of carriages in consequence of 


selves, but they always pleaded that they could not treat 
the public fairly so long as they were themselves unfairly 
treated by the Government. 


chequer. 
i meee can no longer complain of ill-usage, the publie 


as surely a right to expect, in its turn, a different treat. 4 


ment at their hands. This right was acknowledged ata 
meeting of cab proprietors held about a fortnight ago. The 
speakers were full of gratitude, and distinctly avowed their 
intention to share with the public the profits which the 
generous policy of its representatives had conferred upon 
them. The appointed hour has come, but has brought no 
reform or change whatever with it. A deluded public looks 
in vain for flags, or painted tariffs, or anything that denotes 
that either cabs, horses, or drivers are in the slightest 
degree different from what they were before Mr Lowe 
brought forward his Budget, and when a cab proprietor 
paid nineteen pounds where he now pays two. If the pro- 
prietors intend to persevere in this illiberal policy, there 
can be but one result. They will tempt into the field a 
crowd of competitors to whom the public will readily 


accord its sympathy and patronage, the market will be : 


overstocked, and the proprietors who now grudge to part 
with even a share of their enhanced profit will find that 
they have lost it all. 





A DISPROPORTIONATE NAVY. 


The Pall Mall Gazette concludes an article under 
the above heading, in which it alludes to the praise bestowed 
by the United States Admiralty on the condition of the 
English Navy, as follows: ‘“‘ Apart from all considerations 
of defence, we desire to see the naval strength of the 
country increased because, as we have already said, it is 
almost the only offensive weapon which we can hope to 
use with much effect on a great scale. If England is to 
regain her just place among European nations it is to her 
navy that her thoughts must be chiefly turned. Until she 
has done this to sufficient purpose she will have no choice 
but to adhere to that miserable profession of non-inter- 
vention the complacent repetition of which has of late years 


been so fatal to her reputation with continental Govern- 
ments. We do not attempt to conceal the fact thatone — 
of our chief motives for urging that increased attention — 


should be paid to naval matters is that the consciousness of 


maritime strength is likely to give a new and better tone to — 


the foreign policy of Great Britain. Non-intervention, a8 


it has long been preached by English politicians of all — 


parties, is at once immoral and suicidal, It is immoral, 


because it is the abnegation of the duties and responsi- 
bilities which naturally belong to.a great country on n0 
better ground than that the proper discharge of them 
A nation is as much bound to — 


might entail a heavy bill. 
use the opportunities which come fairly in its way of 


furthering right and hindering wrong as any private of 
person. The best guarantee for the preservation of peace in a 


So far from getting any new 
Lowe’s 
liberality, Londoners cannot even get any improvementin 
the old, notwithstanding so much is necessary. The need ~ 
of improvement is admitted—or, at least, used formerly to 
be admitted—even by the cab proprietors and drivers them. 


The plea was just, and its a 
justice was fully admitted by the Chancellor of the Ex. — 
But, now that he has removed it, and thecab 


I> 


Europe is a prevalent conviction that if any Power is 


tempted to disturb it in its own interest it will certainl 
provoke the effective displeasure of all the rest. A nati 
which withdraws itself from this tacit league against peace 
breakers diminishes the material weight of the sanction 
itself, and forfeits the right to a voice in the decision w 

it shall be brought to bear. 
is merely a euphemism for voluntary self-abandonment 
the changing currents of European diplomacy, with 
certainty that we shall one day find ourselves com 

fight for existence without the sympathy of a single friend 
or the aid of a single ally.” | 





THE SOUTHERN GENERALS, 
Since the close of the American war, the Souther 


A policy of non-intervention 


Generals seem, says the San Francisco Examiner, to ha es 
devoted themselves as vigorously and steadily to the ni 
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ministrative vocations of civil life as they once did to put- 
ting squadrons in the field, and have set an example of 
steady, faithful industry which has not been without its 
effect upon the people of their section. Teaching, rail- 
roading, and insurance appear to be either favourite pursuits 
with the Confederate Generals, or one they most naturally 
fall into. Lee, Maury, and Lily are associated together as 
teachers in Washington College, Virginia ; Kirby Smith’ is at 
the head of a college in Kentucky ; Stewart, of Tennessee, 
after the war, returned to his old professorship of mathe- 
matics and engineering in Cumberland University, at Leba- 
non, Tennessee ; Joseph E. Johnston has been offered, and 
will probably accept, the Presidency of the University of 
Nashville ; Forrest is building a railroad from Selma to 
Memphis with his prodigious energy ; Beauregard has charge 
of a railroad in Louisiana; Mahone has charge of the Vir- 
ginia and Tennessee road ; Hood is pushing the business of 
the Life Association of America in the South ; Fagin has 


an insurance agency in Little Rock. Few of the prominent 
military leaders of the South are idle, and nearly all of 


them are earning liberal incomes. 


DrunNkENNESS IN THE Frencn Army.—A third, and very 
common errer, with those who write upon English military 
matters, is the oft-repeated assertion that our soldiers are 
a very ill-behaved and a very drunken set of men, and 
that, in the French Army, sobriety amongst the rank and 
file is far more the rule than the exception. There never 
was a greater, though never, perhaps, a more universal, 
error than this; and we were glad to see it denied in a 
small pamphlet, published not long ago, by Colonal Shute, 
of the 4th Dragoon Guards. The fact is that, whereas in 
the English Army the most trivial case of drunkenness is 
noted against a soldier, and the man is reprimanded or 
punished for being, even in the slightest degree, intoxi- 
cated ; in France, unless a soldier is very riotous, or very 
insubordinate in his eups, no notice whatever is taken of his 
having drunk too freely. Any one who has seen much of 
French troops, and has had opportunities of watching them 
in camp as well as in quarters, will admit that there is more 
intoxication, although less punishment for the fault, 
amongst them than amongst English soldiers, and that, 
when they have the opportunity, they drink for drinking 
sake much more than do our own men. That in our ranks 
there are to be found not a few ill-disposed individuals, 
and that, upon many of them, no amount of either warn- 
ing, kindness, or punishment, seems to have any effect, is 
but too true. But, as a comparison with French troops, 
this is easily accounted for. In the first place, the con- 
scription forces into the ranks of the French Army a great 
number of men who have too much self-respect to commit 
themselves. Aud, in the second place, whenever a French 
soldier is convicted of any serious crime, or is found to be 
a difficult or insubordinate character to manage, he is sent 
off to the “‘compagnies de discipline” in Algeria, and kept 
there “‘ en penitence ” until he is either completely reformed 
or until he has finished his term of service in the Army. 
In our own Army, as we all know, when a soldier has gone 
through the term of punishment awarded him by a sen- 
tence of a Court-Martial, he returns to the ranks, and, 
even if he does no harm, he certainly does not generally 
improve the tone of the men with whom he has to asso- 
ciate. But, taken as a whole, and more particularly con- 
sidering that we are obliged to enlist our men how and 
where we can—remembering, also, that there are always 
on home service three or four Regiments that have but 


lately returned from abroad, and have, therefore, not only. 


money to spend, but are eager to spend it—it must be ad- 
mitted that the English Army is, as a rule, by no means 
ill-behaved, and that there is in proportion a far smaller 
amount of serious crime amongst our soldiers than amongst 
the classes of civilians from which they are chiefly recruited. 
—Army and Navy Gazette. 


dletos of the Week, 


Home Notes. 

Further outrages of a Fenian or agrarian character con- 
tinue to be reported from Ireland. On Saturday evening 
last a shopkeeper named Walsh, residing at Shrule, a vil- 
lage about ten miles from Tuam, was fired at while return- 
ing home from market, He now lies in a precarious state. 
It is supposed that he was mistaken for somebody else, as 
a large sum of money he had with him was untouched. A 
subscription list has been opened for the purpose of offering a 
reward for the discovery of the attempted assassins-of Miss 
Gardner, The assault on the Limerick policemen is sup- 
posed to have been in revenge for the suppression of the 
Fenian rejoicings at the return of Donovan O’Rossa. 

It was announced early in the week that in consequence 
of too early an application to business the Primate had 
suffered a relapse, which had caused considerable anxiety 
among his friends. Notwithstanding the advice of his 
medical attendants to abstain from exciting his mental 
powers, his Grace took some important documents into con- 
sideration, which proved too fatiguing for him. The 
Archbishop still lies at Stone House, in the Isle of Thanet. 

On Monday the Rules and Orders under the new Bank- 
ruptcy Act were issued, These comprise “319” Rules 
= numerous forms to be employed in carrying out the 

ct. 

Sir Charles Dilke and Sir Henry Hoare, the members for 











Chelsea, addressed a public meeting of their consti- 


Road, Chelsea. Sir Charles Dilke reviewed the various 
subjects which had occupied the attention of the House of 
Commons last Session, and said that doubtless the most 
prominent features of the approaching Session would be 
the Irish Land Bill and the Education Bill. The Land 
Bill, if not entirely satisfactory in every respect, he believed 
would be one on which they could all vote, and that it would 
pass ; but in the present state of feeling in Ireland, he did not 
think it would give complete satisfaction there. Respect- 
ing education, he adyocated the adoption of the “ League” 
principles, of the London branch of which body he is 
chairman. He advocated woman suffrage, and eulogised 
Mr Gladstone. 


that no single measure on that subject would prove a com- 
plete panacea for the ills of Ireland. Alluding to the 
tenant-right and fixity of tenure agitations, he approved 
Mr Bright’s scheme of Government loans to small pro- 
prietors. He approved the Education League plan, depre- 
cated every wholesale system of emigration, and spoke in 
eulogistic terms of Dr Temple’s elevation to the See of 
Exeter. A vote of confidence in the members for the 
borough was unanimously passed. 

A singular criminal case was tried at the Rochester 
Quarter Sessions this week. James Hall was tried for 
stealing two watches and other articles from a beerhouse 
in Strood. Hali’s real offence was being, with a third man, 
not captured, in the company of Thomas Derrick, who 
really stole the articles one afternoon from a bedroom. 
When Derrick had put the property in his pockets he fell 
down, and when persons, attracted by the noise, entered 
the room the burglar was in the agonies of death. He 
died, apparently from apoplexy, before a doctor could be 
obtained. Beautifully-finished housebreaking tools were 
found on him. Hall and the third man remained in the 
beerhouse parlour while Derrick crept upstairs. On Mon- 
day Hall was found guilty, and sentenced to five years’ 
penal servitude. 

On Tuesday the centre arch of the new Blackfriars 
Bridge was blocked to admit of the removal of the tem- 
porary wooden bridge. Navigation will not be permitted 
through it for three days. 

The fcundation stone of a new church, to be called 
St Saviour’s, was laid on Tuesday morning on the site 
facing Battersea Park, and to-day the Bishop of London 
will consecrate the new church of St Andrew’s, in Kensal 
New Town, Upper Westbourne Park. 

Last Monday morning, shortly after seven o’clock, some 
men were passing along the beach, opposite White Rock 
Place, Hastings, when their attention was drawn to the body 
of a well-dressed young woman on the beach. The police 
were called to the place, and the body was at once raised, 
but life was extinct. It was afterwards ascertained that 
the body was that of Emily Smith, who had been residing 
at Church Villa, Norman Road East. She left her home 
on Sunday afternoon, about three o'clock, to go for a walk, 
but she never returned. Her body was found at high- 
water mark, nearly opposite that part of the Parade where 
the boarding for the new pier is erected. She had on the 
whole of her clothes, with the exception of her bonnet. 
Every inquiry has been made in order to find out how the 
deceased came into the water, but without avail. The 
inquest was opened on Tuesday afternoon, at the Seaside 
Hotel, before Mr F. Ticehurst, the district coroner, when 
some formal evidence was given. 

The nurse-maid, Elizabeth Barry, who it will be recol- 
lected ran away in October last from Kidwells Park, 
Maidenhead, with the infant daughter of her master, 
Colonel Hickie, was on Tuesday last brought up for trial at 
the Reading Quarter Sessions. She denied all intention of 
injuring the child. The jury, after a short deliberation, 
returned a verdict of Guilty, and she was sentenced to 
fifteen months’ hard labour. 

On Monday morning, about nine o'clock, a man rushed 
out of a house in Burrage Grove, Plumstead, with blood 
streaming from his mouth and nostrils, and ran to the 
surgery of Dr Wise, in the Plumstead Road. Some men 
who were passing assisted him in at the door, when he 
immediately fell down and died, Rupture of a blood-vessel 
in the chest was no doubt the cause of death. The sufferer 
was a labourer in the gun factories at Woolwich. 

The effect upon the mind of Constable Beetlestone, the 
detective of the E division who lost his wife and four 
children at the calamitous fire in Sandwich Street, on 
Christmas-day, has been so serious that the Commissioners 
of Police at Great Scotland Yard have relieved him from 
duty. A subscription on his behalf has been started. 

The veteran comedian, Mr Charles Mathews, received a 
complimentary benefit on Tuesday last at Covent Garden 
Theatre, prior to his departure for Australia, After a 
lengthy programme, supported by the élite of the pro- 
fession, had been gone through, Mr Mathews made a 
humorous and telling farewell speech, thanking the 
andience for their appreciation and support, and expressing 
a hope to meet them again at the Haymarket twelve 
months’ hence. 

A division in the ranks of the Education League seems 
imminent. The Birmingham Gazette says: “ Many earnest 
men in the cause of education who gave in their adherence 
to the first programme of the League, had no idea to what 
measures that adherence would make them appear to 
assent.” Writing from Richmond, Mr A. H. Safford says : 
“ Having carefully considered the draft bill prepared by the 





Sir H. Hoare commented at some length 
on the approaching Land Bill, affirming his conviction | 


tuents on Monday evening in the Vestry Hall, King’s League, I feel that I cannot continue a member of your 


body.” 

A report, relative to the vacant See of Manchester, is 
published by the Manchester Guardian with some reserve. 
It is to the effect that the choice of Mr Gladstone for the 
late Dr Lee’s chair will probably fall upon the Rev Joseph 
Bardsley, rector of Stepney. On the other hand, the Man- 
chester Cowrier says that Dr Miller's is the only name 
mentioned for the diocese. 

On Wednesday night a robbery was committed at the 
| residence of the Hon. J. Lothrop Motley (the American 
| Minister), No. 17 Arlington Street. The thief or thieves 
probably must have concealed themselves on the premises 
some time before the robbery took place, and escaped by the 
back way leading into the park. Property to the amount 
of about 1,000/. is said to have been carried off, the pro- 
/perty consisting of jewellery, &c, The thieves left behind 
them ‘a “ jemmy ” and a long rope. 

Mr W. H. Foster is a candidate for the seat at Bridg- 
‘north, rendered vacant by the resignation of Mr H. Whit- 
‘more. In his address to the electors, issued on Tuesday, 

Mr Foster promises to give an independent support to 
the present Government. 

France. 
| The Journal Officiel of the 8rd inst. published the 
' definitive list of the new Ministry, as follows: M. Ollivier 
—Minister of Justice ; Count Daru—Foreign Affairs (Left 
\Centre); M. Chevandier de Valdrome— Interior; M. 
Buffet—Finance (Left Centre); General Leboouf—War ; 
Admiral Rigault de Genouilly—Marine ; M. Segris—Pub- 
lic Instruction (Right Centre); M. Talhouet—Public 
Works (Right Centre); M. Louvet—Commerce; Marshal 
Vaillant—Imperial Household; M. Richard—TFine Arts, 
An Imperial decree ordered the separation of the hitherto 
combined Ministry of the Imperial Household and of Pine 
Arts. M. Parieu has been appointed President of the 
Council of State. MM. de St Paul and Duvergier have 
been nominated members of the Senate. 
The Paris journals of the 3rd speak in high terms of 
the constituted Cabinet, regarding it as a coalition between 
the Right and Left Centres. According to the Ziberté the 
constitution of the Cabinet will dissipate the last doubts 
which might still have existed regarding the sincerity of 
the Emperor and the reality of a Parliamentary Govern. 
ment in France. The Journal des Débats says that M. 
Emile Ollivier, in choosing his colleagues from among the 
Left Centre, has secured the almost unanimous sympathies 
of the whole of France. It also states that the attitude of 
the Emperor during the late Ministerial crisis was most 
strictly and frankly Parliamentary. 

It is rumoured that Baron Haussmann, the Prefect of 
the Seine, has tendered his resignation, and that M, 
Chevreau has. been appointed as his successor. Also that 
M. Odillon Barrot has accepted the post of President of 
the Commission intrusted with the task of drawing up a 
Decentralisation Bill. 

Public confidence in the new Ministry was evidenced by 
the expansion of the funds. After the publication of the 
list, Rentes were quoted at 74f. 22c., being a rise of 1f. 22c. 

In accordance with established custom the Papal Nuncio 
on New Year's Day congratulated the Emperor in the 
name of the Diplomatic oer a expressing wishes for the 
prosperity of France. His Majesty, in reply, thanked the 
Nuncio, and said that the presence of the 5 Bod 
on the occasion was a proof of the good relations whi 
the French Government maintained with all foreign Powers. 
The Emperor afterwards addressed personally a few words 
of congratulation to each of the Ambassadors present. 

In reply to the deputation of the Legislative Body, the 
Emperor said: “Never has an understanding between us 
been more necessary or more advantageous. The new 
circumstances which have arisen have increased tom 
privileges without diminishing the authority I hold fro 
the nation. In sharing responsibility with the great bodies 
of the State, I feel more confident of overcoming the 
difficulties of the future. When a traveller, after a long 
journey, relieves himself of a portion of his burden, he 
does not thereby weaken himself ; he gathers fresh strength 
to continue on his course.” : 

The Opinion Nationale of Tuesday evening asserts 
that the Left will lay on the table of the Legislative 
Body, on its ming: Nee interpellation relative to the 
occupation of Rome by French troops, The Emperor has 
written a very flattering letter of congratulation to M. 
Magne, the late Minister of Finance, for the services he has 
rendered to the country. In Tuesday's sitting of the 
Senate M. de Butenval demanded leave to question the 
Government on its commercial policy and its intentions 
respecting the Treaties of Commerce. 

fn Wednesday's sitting of the Senate M. de Maupas laid 
on the table an interpellation relative to the home 
policy of the Government. The Patrie says there is no 
foundation for the statement that the new Cabinet intends 
to make a reduction in the army, and it points out that up 
to the present no Power has entered on a course of 


t. 
disarmamen Italy, 


At the official reveption at Florence on the 1st inst., the 
Vice-President of the Chamber of Deputies, speaking on 
behalf of his colleagues, said the nation hoped it would 
be given to the King to accomplish the destinies of Italy 
so happily inaugurated by him. His Majesty, in reply, 
expressed himself confident that by united effort the 
present difficulties, and particularly those connected with 
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savings in the hands of the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
What he asked was, that a portion of this sum should be 
lent or given back to them; and they might depend upon 
it that as soon as the Ministers of the Crown found the 
people were united aay themselves they would do what- 
ever was required ; but if they saw that they were divided 
and distracted, they would turn a deaf ear to their demands. 
He entreated the meeting, for the sake of famishing men, 
weeping women, and starving children, to waive theoretic 
differences for the present, and endeavour to find a remedy 
for the immediate and pressing consequences of a conges- 
tion, if not a superfluity of labour in their great towns. 
When the mien were removed from the dockyards, with the 
sanction and assistance of Mr Childers, as many as chose to 
go were sent to the interior of Canada; and as they went 
along by rail place after place demanded men, so that when 
the train got to the end of its journey only six were left. 
He was convinced that if the matter were fairly put to the 
Colonial Governments they would give all the help they 
could to the honest emigration of able-bodied men. While 
opposed to pauperising those who were disposed to emigrate, 
he held that it was the duty of the Government to give 
assistance in the present labour famine as they did 
in the potato famine in Ireland and in the cotton 
famine in Lancashire. If this were not done, perilous 
questions would be raised—questions which none would 
easily be able to still. He prayed, in the name of huma- 
nity, in the name of the country, and in the name of God, 
that they—at this, the greatest meeting which he had seen 
since those which carried household suffrage—would tell 
the Government that means must be taken to relieve the 
surplus population of this country. He moved: “ That 
this meeting approves the objects of the Emigration League 
(combining the National Aid and the Workman’s Emigra- 
tion Societies) to urge, by various agencies, upon the home 
Government the consideration of a national emigration 
policy in co-operation with the Governments of the Colo- 
nies; to promote emigration from those districts of the 
metropolis and of the provinces where distress abounds 
through the want of employment; to assist persons and 
families desirous of emigrating with advances towards their 
passage and outfit; to afford advice and information to in- 
tending emigrants and others, to make arrangements for 
their passage, and for their proper reception upon arrival 
in the colonies,” 

Mr R. Marsden Latham seconded the resolution, and it 
was supported by Mr Daniel Guile, a working man, in a very 
able and practical speech, and carried by acclammation. 

On the motion of Mr McArthur, M.P., seconded by Mr 
George Druitt, and supported by Mr R. Applegarth, the 
following resolutian was also adopted :—“ That a deputa- 
tion be appointed by this meeting to wait upon the Prime 
Minister, and urge upon him the necessity of the Govern- 
ment assisting the League to carry out emigration to our 
colonies upon a large scale.”’ 

A vote of thanks to Sir George Grey concluded the pro- 
ceedings, 


Spirit of the Journals, 


THE SPANISH DIFFICULTY. 


The Daily News remarks that General Prim’s last com- 
bination has broken down. The new Italian Cabinet has 
refused, as it was sure to do, to advise the King to give 
his sanction to the acceptance of the Crown of Spain by 
the Duke of Genoa, and the desired settlement of that 
country is apparently as far off as ever. The first conse- 
quence of this failure, long foreseen but strenuously denied, 
is the resignation of all the Spanish Ministers. For the 
present, at any rate, the discredit which has fallen upon 
Prim’s statesmanship is too great for him to withstand, 
and if, as many think, his calculations and aims extended 
beyond the rejection of the crown by the Duke of Genoa, 
the event shows that he is not in a position to pursue them. 
The condition of Spanish affairs is now likely to grow 
serious, If Serrano has the clear convictions, he has not 
the firm will necessary to guide the country through a 
dangerous crisis, The recent debates, first upon the 
clandestine removal of a valuable portion of the regalia by 
Queen Isabella, and next on the Duke of Genoa’s candida- 
ture, have still further discredited the monarchical prin- 
ciple, without apparently doing anything to render the 
establishment of a Republic more practicable than before. 
If splendid oratory could establish a State, the country 
which has produced a Castelar would be happy. The next 
movements of Spanish statesmen will be watched with 
eager interest by all Europe. It is a duty to hope that, 
whatever may befall, no solution of present difficulties will 
be sought—as has too often happened—in violent ex- 
pedients ; but that all parties may resolve loyally to abide 
by the resolutions of the legal representatives of the nation. 











The Standard believes the resignation of the Ministry to 
mean very little, unless it be intended to extract a general 
power of attorney from the Cortes to Serrano and Prim to 
do what they may think best for regenerated Spain. Prim 
has been unable to keep a very rash promise, and he pre- 
tends to resign power in consequence. The consequence 
will be that he will retain power for the present in con- 
sideration of the affectionate supplications made him to do 
80 by the majority of the national representatives. General 
Prim is credited with the ambition of assuming nominally, 
as well as really, the supreme power in Spain, The 


Standard hardly thinks him ambitious enough for such a 
project. His best chance he has himself cut off. He 
might perhaps have been the President of a Federal 
Republic. but he has dug an impassable gulf hetween him- 
self and the Republicans by his action on the late Repub- 
lican insurrection. The question, however, is not what 
Prim wishes, but what Spain requires. The present rulers 
of the country may keep power for some months in virtue 
of the mandate given them in the summer. But Spain 
wants a settled Government. After advocating the selec- 
tion of the Prince of Asturias to fill the vacant throne, the 


the throne of Spain, that he is the representative of a 
dynasty which has long ruled over the country, that he is 
a Spaniard born, that he is too young to have been indoc- 
trinated with objectionable opinions, and, with a com- 
petent regency, might be brought up as a constitutional 
King. 


EMIGRATION. 

The Daily Telegraph, in commenting on the crowded 
meeting held at Exeter Hall on Tuesday evening, says: 
The sight of the assemblage was remarkable, rather than 
pleasant. Unmistakably and even painfully in earnest, the 
auditors displayed little of that thoughtless good humour 
which usually marks a throng of English workpeople. It 
had that grim look of hunger which warns the most frivo- 
lous speaker that he must not waste time on mere plea- 
santries or triviality. When out of work and eager for 


mind ; and it is not surprising, therefore, that on Tuesday 
the slightest note of dissent from the general opinion of the 
meeting was greeted by signs of angry protest. Fortu- 
nately, the object of the gathering was so manifestly good 
as to afford a common standing ground for men professing 
different political creeds. A time was at length come 
when England must be relieved of its surplus labour by a 
sufficient and well-planned measure of emigration. The 
country is suffering from a kind and degree of distress for 
which there is no other remedy. Not on the working 
people alone, but also on the small shopkeepers, cala- 
mity has fallen so heavily, that, as one of the speakers 
said, many of those small tradesmen find it difficult 
to provide their families with the necessaries of life. 
Skilled labour has, of course, suffered much less than 
unskilled ; but even in that branch of industry there 
are many good workmen who are either not employed at 
all, or employed only at half time. It is, however, on the 
great horde of workmen whose capital is their untrained 
muscles—the hewers of wood and drawers of water—that 
poverty has poured its heaviest afflictions. Although the 
present winter has not, so far, been exceptionally severe, 
London is at present burthened with a pauper army more 
than a hundred thousand strong. And for years that 
crowd has been battering at the doors of the workhouse 
and the casual ward. From the pockets of the rich charity 
flows in a ceaseless stream, and with increasing volume;: 
yet the great expanse of pauperism remains undiminished, 
Spring and summer bring work and temporary relief ; but 
with every winter comes back the old distress. And, even 
when work is to be had, competition for employment has 
already so beaten down the price of labour, that Sir James 
Lawrence did not cite an altogether exceptional case when 
he told the story of a woman who had lived, or rather 
existed, by making match-boxes at 24d. a gross, and whose 
highest earnings never exceeded seven shillings a week. 
In such a state of things there is no other remedy than 
that proposed at the meeting on Tuesday night—a measure 
of emigration which shall enable working men to find a 
home in the Colonies, and relieve England from the surplus 
labour, 








THE FRENCH “COALITION” CABINET. 


The Globe says: “The representatives of the Left 
Centre are especially noticeable. M. le Marquess De 
Talhouet is a deputy for Sarthe. He was elected a mem- 
ber of the Legislative Assembly in 1849. Connected by 
birth with an ancient and noble family, he is possessed of 
a vast fortune, and is a man of great spirit. In the 
country, as well as in the Assembly, he occupies a very 
exalted station, and is well qualified to take part in the 
reconstruction of the State, at a time when it is especially 
important that every act’of the new Ministry should com- 
mand the respect and confidence of the people. M. Segris, 
the Minister of Instruction, is a deputy for Maine-et-Loire. 
He was one of the originators of the Third party in the 
Assembly, and enjoys a high reputation for honesty of 
purpose and unswerving allegiance to the principles to 
which he stands pledged. M. Buffet, the new Minister of 
Finance, is deputy for Vosges. He became a deputy in 
1848, and accepted from the President of the Republic the 
portfolio of Agriculture and of Commerce. He quitted the 
Ministry with M, Odillon Barrot in 1849, but received a 
portfolio in the cabinet of Leon Faucher which lasted from 
April to Oetober in 1851. M. Odillon Barrot has, it is 
said, accepted the post of President of the Commission en- 
trusted with the duty of preparing the Bill of decentralisa- 
tion, so that again these two great men will co-operate 
officially in the government of the country. Count Daru 
alone has any strong tie to the Empire, and this is only 
such as may be thought to accrue from the family traditions 
arising out of the fact that his father was a personal adhe- 
rent of Napoleon I, and he was godchild of Napoleon and 
Josephine ; too slender a bond to be supposed to afford any 





employment, men are not in the most philosophical state of | 


great security for his services to the Emperor in the present 
emergency. In short, the men whom, with the approval’ 
the Emperor, M. Ollivier has gathered around him, are ' 
' sonages of mark in their own special sagertenenie of politi 
life, and unite in forming a coalition Ministry without 
| one of them surrendering his own personal claims to | 
| respect of the country as the representative of a particr 
school of opinion, and the ex t 
policy. That they will resolutely discharge the obligations 
laid upon them by the necessity of political consistency 


positor of a special line of 





+ 


tain, and that the country will receive a Constitution which ae 
Standard concludes : The Prince has that best of titles to | is Liberal not only in name but in fact, is an inevitable 


‘consequence. That Napoleon has inaugurated this great 


‘reform with his own hand is a proof of his sagacity, and 

‘the act he has consummated a work which he undertook 
‘at a moment when the prospects of France were peculiarly 
discouraging, and to which he has been faithful despite the 


enemies.” 





THE CAB QUESTION. 
| The Times, referring to the new rules and orders issued 


on the Ist inst., asks where the new or improved cabs are 


which Mr Lowe told us last April we might expect to see at a 


the beginning of this year. So far from getting any new 


description of carriages in consequence of 


‘calumnies of false friends and the opposition of avowed — 


r Lowe's — 


liberality, Londoners cannot even get any improvement in — 
| the old, notwithstanding so much is necessary. The need 


of improvement is admitted—or, at least, used formerly to 
be admitted—even by the cab proprietors and drivers them. 
selves, but they always pleaded that they could not treat 
the public fairly so long as they were themselves unfairly 
treated by the Government. 
justice was fully admitted by the Chancellor of the Ex. 
chequer. But, now that he has removed it, and the cab 


| 


| 


roprietors can no longer complain of ill-usage, the publie 
bss surely a right to expect, in its turn, a different treat. 


ment at their hands. 


speakers were full of gratitude, and distinctly avowed their 
intention to share with the public the profits which the 
generous policy of its representatives had conferred upon 
them. The appointed hour has come, but has brought no 
reform or change whatever with it. A deluded public looks 
in vain for flags, or painted tariffs, or anything that denotes 
that either cabs, horses, or drivers are in the slightest 
degree different from what they were before Mr Lowe 
brought forward his Badget, and when a cab proprietor 
paid nineteen pounds where he now pays two. If the pro- 
prietors intend to persevere in this illiberal policy, there 
can be but one result. They will tempt into the field a 


<9 


The plea was just, and its 


<i 


This right was acknowledged ata 
meeting of cab proprietors held about a fortnight ago. The 


crowd of competitors to whom the public will readily — 


accord its sympathy and patronage, the market will be 


overstocked, and the proprietors who now grudge to part — 


with even a share of their enhanced profit will find that 


they have lost it all. 





A DISPROPORTIONATE NAVY. 
The Pall Mall Gazette concludes an article under 


the above heading, in which it alludes to the praise bestowed 


by the United States Admiralty on the condition of the 
English Navy, as follows: ‘ Apart from all considerations 
of defence, we desire to see the naval strength of the 


country increased because, as we have already said, it is — 


almost the only offensive weapon which we can hope to 
use with much effect on a great scale. If England is to 


regain her just place among European nations it is to her — 


navy that her thoughts must be chiefly turned. Until she 
has done this to sufficient purpose she will have no choice 
but to adhere to that miserable profession of non-inter- 
vention the complacent repetition of which has of late years 
been so fatal to her reputation with continental Govern- 
ments. We do not attempt to conceal the fact that one 
of our chief motives for urging that increased attention 


should be paid to naval matters is that the consciousness of 


maritime strength is likely to give a new and better tone to 
the foreign policy of Great Britain. Non-intervention, as 
it has long been preached by English politicians of all 
parties, is at once immoral and suicidal, It is immoral, 
because it is the abnegation of the duties and responsi- 
bilities which naturally belong to a great country on no 


might entail a heavy bill. 
use the opportunities which come fairly in its way of 


tempted to disturb it in its own interest it will certainly 
provoke the effective displeasure of all the rest. 


better ground than that the proper discharge of them : 
A nation is as much bound to — 


furthering right and hindering wrong as any private 
person. The best guarantee for the preservation of peaceim 
Europe is a prevalent conviction that if any Power is 


¥ 


A nation — 
a? 


which withdraws itself from this tacit league against peace= — 


breakers diminishes the material weight of the sanction 
itself, and forfeits the right to a voice in the decision whet 


the changing currents of European diplomacy, with 
certainty that we shall one day find ourselves com 
fight for existence without the sympathy of a single fri 
or the aid of a single ally.” 





THE SOUTHERN GENERALS, 
Since the close of the American war, the South 





devoted themselves as vigorously and steadily to the a 


it shall be brought to bear. A policy of non-intervention 
is merely a euphemism for voluntary self-abandonment t0 — 


Generals seem, says the San Francisco Bzaminer, to have — 
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Chelsea, addressed a public meeting of their consti- 
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ministrative vocations of civil life as they once did to put- 
ting squadrons in the field, and have set an example of 
steady, faithful industry which has not been without its 
effect upon the people of their section. Teaching, rail- 
roading, and insurance appear to be either favourite pursuits 
with the Confederate Generals, or one they most naturally 
fall into. Lee, Maury, and Lily are associated together as 
teachers in Washington College, Virginia ; Kirby Smith’ is at 
the head of a college in Kentucky ; Stewart, of Tennessee, 
after the war, returned to his old professorship of mathe- 
matics and engineering in Cumberland University, at Leba- 
non, Tennessee ; Joseph E. Johnston has been offered, and 
will probably accept, the Presidency of the University of 
Nashville ; Forrest is building a railroad from Selma to 
Memphis with his prodigious energy ; Beauregard has charge 
of a railroad in Louisiana; Mahone has charge of the Vir- 
ginia and Tennessee road ; Hood is pushing the business of 
the Life Association of America in the South ; Fagin has 
an insurance agency in Little Rock. Few of the prominent 
military leaders of the South are idle, and nearly all of 
them are earning liberal incomes. 








DrunkENvEss IN THE Frencu Army.—A third, and very 
common error, with those who write upon English military 
matters, is the oft-repeated assertion that our soldiers are 
a very ill-behaved and a very drunken set of men, and 
that, in the French Army, sobriety amongst the rank and 
file is far more the rule than the exception. There never 
was a greater, though never, perhaps, a more universal, 
error than this; and we were glad to see it denied in a 
small pamphlet, published not long ago, by Colonal Shute, 
of the 4th Dragoon Guards. The fact is that, whereas in 
the English Army the most trivial case of drunkenness is 
noted against a soldier, and the man is reprimanded or 
punished for being, even in the slightest degree, intoxi- 
cated ; in France, unless a soldier is very riotous, or very 
insubordinate in his cups, no notice whatever is taken of his 
having drunk too freely. Any one who has seen much of 
French troops, and has had opportunities of watching them 
in camp as well as in quarters, will admit that there is more 
intoxication, although less punishment for the fault, 
amongst them than amongst English soldiers, and that, 
when they have the opportunity, they drink for drinking 
sake much more than do our own men. That in our ranks 
there are to be found not a few ill-disposed individuals, 
and that, upon many of them, no amount of either warn- 
ing, kindness, or punishment, seems to have any effect, is 
but too true. But, as a comparison with French troops, 
this is éasily accounted for. In the first place, the con- 
scription forces into the ranks of the French Army a great 
number of men who have too much self-respect to commit 
themselves. Aud, in the second place, whenever a French 
soldier is convicted of any serious crime, or is found to be 
a difficult or insubordinate character to manage, he is sent 
off to the ‘‘ compagnies de discipline’ in Algeria, and kept 
there ‘“‘ en penitence ”’ until he is either completely reformed 
or until he has finished his term of service in the Army. 
In our own Army, as we all kaow, when a soldier has gone 
through the term of punishment awarded him by a sen- 
tence of a Court-Martial, he returns to the ranks, and, 
even if he does no harm, he certainly does not generally 
improve the tone of the men with whom he has to asso- 
ciate. But, taken as a whole, and more particularly con- 
sidering that we are obliged to enlist our men how and 
where we can—remembering, also, that there are always 
on home service three or four Regiments that have but 
lately returned from abroad, and have, therefore, not. only. 
money to spend, but are eager to spend it—it must be ad- 
mitted that the English Army is, as a rule, by no means 
ill-behaved, and that there is in proportion a far smaller 
amount of serious crime amongst our soldiers than amongst 
the classes of civilians from which they are chiefly recruited. 
—Army and Navy Gazette. 


dletus of the Week, 


' Home Votes. 

Further outrages of a Fenian or agrarian character con- 
tinue to be reported from Ireland. On Saturday evening 
last a shopkeeper named Walsh, residing at Shrule, a vil- 
lage about ten miles from Tuam, was fired at while return- 
ing home from market, He now lies in a precarious state. 
It is supposed that he was mistaken for somebody else, as 
a large sum of money he had with him was untouched. A 
subscription list has been opened for the purpose of offering a 
reward for the discovery of the attempted assassins-of Miss 
Gardner. The assault on the Limerick policemen is sup- 
posed to have been in revenge for the suppression of the 
Fenian rejoicings at the return of Donovan O’Rossa. 

It was announced early in the week that in consequence 
of too early an application to business the Primate had 
suffered a relapse, which had caused considerable anxiety 
among his friends. Notwithstanding the advice of his 
medical attendants to abstain from exciting his mental 
powers, his Grace took some important documents into con- 
sideration, which proved too fatiguing for him. The 
Archbishop still lies at Stone House, in the Isle of Thanet. 

On Monday the Rules and Orders under the new Bank- 
ruptcy Act were issued, These comprise “319” Rules 
ra numerous forms to be employed in carrying out the 

ct. 

Sir Charles Dilke and Sir Henry Hoare, the members for 











tuents on Monday evening in the Vestry Hall, King’s 
Road, Chelsea. Sir Charles Dilke reviewed the verious 
subjects which had occupied the attention of the House of 
Commons last Session, and said that doubtless the most 
prominent features of the approaching Session would be 
the Irish Land Bill and the Education Bill. The Land 
Bill, if not entirely satisfactory in every respect, he believed 
would be one on which they could all vote, and that it would 
pass ; but in the present state of feeling in Ireland, he did not 
think it would give complete satisfaction there. Respect- 
ing education, he advocated the adoption of the “‘ League” 
principles, of the London branch of which body he is 
chairman. He advocated woman suffrage, and eulogised 
Mr Gladstone. Sir H. Hoare commented at some length 
on the approaching Land Bill, affirming his conviction 
that no single measure on that subject would prove a com- 
plete panacea for the ills of Ireland. Alluding to the 
tenant-right and fixity of tenure agitations, he approved 


Leseue, I feel that I cannot continue a member of your 
y: 

A report, relative to the vacant See of Manchester, is 
published by the Manchester Guardian with some reserve. 
It is to the effect that the choice of Mr Gladstone for the 
late Dr Lee's chair will probably fall upon the Rev Joseph 
Bardsley, rector of Stepney. On the other hand, the Man- 
chester Cowrier says that Dr Miller's is the only name 
mentioned for the diocese. 

On Wednesday night a robbery was committed at the 


| residence of the Hon. J. Lothrop Motley (the American 


Minister), No. 17 Arlington Street. The thief or thieves 
probably must have concealed themselves on the premises 
some time before the robbery took place, and escaped by the 
back way leading into the park. Property to the amount 
of about 1,000/. is said to have been carried off, the pro- 
perty consisting of jewellery, &c. The thieves left behind 
them a “ jemmy ” and a long rope. 





Mr Bright’s scheme of Government loans to small pro- 
prietors. He approved the Education League plan, depre-| 
cated every wholesale system of emigration, and spoke in 
eulogistic terms of Dr Temple’s elevation to the See of 
Exeter. A vote of confidence in the members for the 
borough was unanimously passed. 

A singular criminal case was tried at the Rochester| 
Quarter Sessions this week. James Hall was tried for, 
stealing two watches and other articles from a beerhouse 
in Strood. Hall’s real offence was being, with a third man, | 
not captured, in the company of Thomas Derrick, who 
really stole the articles one afternoon from a bedroom. 
When Derrick had put the property in his pockets he fell 
down, and when persons, attracted by the noise, entered 
the room the burglar was in the agonies of death. He 
died, apparently from apoplexy, before a doctor could be 
obtained. Beautifully-finished housebreaking tools were 
found on him. Hall and the third man remained in the 
beerhouse parlour while Derrick crept upstairs. On Mon- 
day Hall was found guilty, and sentenced to five years’ 
penal servitude. 

On Tuesday the centre arch of the new Blackfriars 
Bridge was blocked to admit of the removal of the tem- 
porary wooden bridge. Navigation will not be permitted 
through it for three days. 

The fcundation stone of a new church, to be called 
St Saviour’s, was laid on Tuesday morning on the site 
facing Battersea Park, and to-day the Bishop of London 
will consecrate the new church of St Andrew’s, in Kensal 
New Town, Upper Westbourne Park. 

Last Monday morning, shortly after seven o’clock, some 
men were passing along the beach, opposite White Rock 
Place, Hastings, when their attention was drawn to the body 
of a well-dressed young woman on the beach. The police 
were called to the place, and the body was at once raised, 
but life was extinct. It was afterwards ascertained that 
the body was that of Emily Smith, who had been residing 
at Church Villa, Norman Road East. She left her home 
on Sunday afternoon, about three o’clock, to go for a walk, 
but she never returned. Her body was found at high- 
water mark, nearly opposite that part of the Parade where 
the boarding for the new pier is erected. She had on the 
whole of her clothes, with the exception of her bonnet. 
Every inquiry has been made in order to find out how the 
deceased came into the water, but without avail, The 
inquest was opened on Tuesday afternoon, at the Seaside 
Hotel, before Mr F. Ticehurst, the district coroner, when 
some formal evidence was given. 

The nurse-maid, Elizabeth Barry, who it will be recol- 
lected ran away in October last from Kidwells Park, 
Maidenhead, with the infant daughter of her master, 
Colonel Hickie, was on Tuesday last brought up for trial at 
the Reading Quarter Sessions. She denied all intention of 
injuring the child. The jury, after a short deliberation, 
returned a verdict of Guilty, and she was sentenced to 
fifteen months’ hard labour. 

On Monday morning, about nine o’clock, a man rushed 
out of a house in Burrage Grove, Plumstead, with blood 
streaming from his mouth and nostrils, and ran to the 
surgery of Dr Wise, in the Plumstead Road. Some men 
who were passing assisted him in at the door, when he 
immediately fell down and died, Rupture of a blood-vessel 
in the chest was no doubt the cause of death. The sufferer 
was a labourer in the gun factories at Woolwich. 

The effect upon the mind of Constable Beetlestone, the 
detective of the E division who lost his wife and four 
children at the calamitous fire in Sandwich Street, on 
Christmas-day, has been so serious that the Commissioners 
of Police at Great Scotland Yard have relieved him from 
duty. A subscription on his behalf has been started. 

The veteran comedian, Mr Charles Mathews, received a 
complimentary benefit on Tuesday last at Covent Garden 
Theatre, prior to his departure for Australia. After a 
lengthy programme, supported by the ¢lite of the pro- 
fession, had been gone through, Mr Mathews made a 
humorous and telling farewell speech, thanking the 
andience for their appreciation and support, and expressing 
a hope to meet them again at the Haymarket twelve 
months’ hence. 

A division in the ranks of the Education League seems 
imminent. The Birmingham Gazette says: ‘ Many earnest 


Mr W. H. Foster is a candidate for the seat at Bridg. 
north, rendered vacant by the resignation of Mr H. Whit- 
more. In his address to the electors, issued on Tuesday, 
Mr Foster promises to give an independent support to 
the present Government. 

France. 

The Journal Officiel of the 8rd inst. published the 

definitive list of the new Ministry, as follows: M. Ollivier 
—Minister of Justice ; Count Daru—Foreign Affairs (Left 
Centre); M. Chevandier de Valdrome— Interior; M. 
Buffet—Finance (Left Centre); General Lebouf—War; 
Admiral Rigault de Genouilly—Marine ; M. Segris—Pub- 
lic Instruction (Right Oentre); M. Talhouet—Public 
Works (Right Centre); M. Louvet—Oommerce; Marshal 
Vaillant—Imperial Household; M. Richard—Fine Arts. 
An Imperial decree ordered the separation of the hitherto 
combined Ministry of the Imperial Household and of Fine 
Arts. M. Parieu has been appointed President of the 
Council of State. MM. de St Paul and Duvergier have 
been nominated members of the Senate. 
The Paris journals of the 3rd speak in high terms of 
the constituted Cabinet, regarding it as a coalition between 
the Right and Left Centres, According to the Liberlé the 
constitution of the Cabinet will dissipate the last doubts 
which might still have existed regarding the sincerity of 
the Emperor and the reality of a Parliamentary Govern- 
ment in France. The Jowrnal des Débats says that M. 
Emile Ollivier, in choosing his colleagues from among the 
Left Centre, has secured the almost unanimous sympathies 
of the whole of France. It also states that the attitude of 
the Emperor during the late Ministerial crisis was most 
strictly and frankly Parliamentary. 

It is rumoured that Baron Haussmann, the Prefect of 
the Seine, has tendered his resignation, and that M. 
Chevreau has. been appointed as his successor. Also that 
M. Odillon Barrot has accepted the post of President of 
the Commission intrusted with the task of drawing up a 
Decentralisation Bill. 

Public confidence in the new Ministry was evidenced by 
the expansion of the funds, After the publication of the 
list, Rentes were quoted at 74f. 22c., being a rise of 1f. 220, 

In accordance with established custom the Papal Nuncio 
on New Year's Day congratulated the E in the 
name of the Diplomatic Body, expressing wishes for the 

rosperity of France. His Majesty, in reply, thanked the 
N uncio, and said that the presence of the Diplomatic Body 
on the occasion was a proof of the good relations which 
the French Government maintained with all foreign Powers. 
The Emperor afterwards addressed personally a few words 
of congratulation to each of the Ambassadors present. 

In reply to the deputation of the Legislative Body, the 
Emperor said: “Never has an understanding between us 
been more necessary or more advantageous. The new 
circumstances which have arisen have increased _ 
privileges without diminishing the authority I hold fro 
the nation. In sharing responsibility with the great bodies 
of the State, I feel more confident of overcoming the 
difficulties of the future. When a traveller, after a long 
journey, relieves himself of a ccm of his burden, he 
does not thereby weaken himself ; he gathers fresh strength 
to continue on his course.” : 

The Opinion Nationale of Tuesday evening asserts 
that the Left will lay on the table of the Legislative 
Body, on its paige Sere interpellation relative to the 
occupation of Rome by ch troops, The Emperor has 
written a very flattering letter of congratulation to M. 

e, the late Minister of Finance, for the services he has 
rendered to the country. In Tuesday's sitting of the 
Senate M. de Butenval demanded leave to question the 
Government on its commercial policy and its intentions 
respecting the Treaties of Commerce. 
in Wednesday's sitting of the Senate M. de Maupas laid 
on the table an interpellation relative to the home 
policy of the Government. The Patrie says there is no 
foundation for the statement that the new Cabinet intends 
to make a reduction in the army, and it points out that up 
to the present no Power has entered on a course of 


disarmament. 
pe 4 
At the official reception at Florence on the 1st inst., the 


Vice-President of the Chamber of Deputies, speaking on 
behalf of his colleagues, said the nation hoped it would 





men in the cause of education who gave in their adherence 
to the first programme of the League, had no idea to what 
measures that adherence would make them appear to 
assent.” Writing from Richmond, Mr A. H. Safford says : 
“ Having carefully considered the draft bill prepared by the 








be given to the King to accomplish the destinies of Italy 
so happily inaugurated by him. His Majesty, in reply, 
expressed himself confident that by united effort the 
present difficulties, and particularly those connected with 
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the finances, would be successfully overcome. His Brazil. 

Majesty added that he reckoned always upon the devoted — [ntelligence from Rio de Janeiro, Dec. 16th, states that 
co-operation of the Chamber. The Opinione states that tho Minister of Agriculture has resigned, and the Minister 
the Council of Ministers have declared against the election of gtate fulfils the functions pro tem. Intelligence from 
of Prince Thomas to the throne of Spain. Signor Lanza Paraguay to the 8th Dec. announces that Lopez has been 
has informed Senor Montemar, the Spanish Chargé yoyted in his last stronghold, and has fled with his family 
d’Affaires, of this decision, which he stated to be equally and a few officers to Bolivia. Count d’Eu and General 
counselled by political motives and by the wishes of the Paranhos, with the allied forces, are returning, leaving 


Duchess of Genoa. At the request of several Prefects of 
Central Italy, military reinforeements have been sent to 
Parma, Faenza, and Bologna. 

In Sunday's sitting of the Cicumenical Council the 


6,000 Brazilian and 2,000 Argentine troops in Paraguay. 


Cuba. 
A telegram from Havannah dated the 2nd inst. says, 


death of four Fathers was officially announced. Oardinal that “ Cespedes has left the island. The Revolutionary 


de Angilis was nominated Cardinal President of the Com- 
mission on questions of dogma, and Cardinal Catterini 


President of the Commission on Ecclesiastical Discipline. | 
Four Fathers subsequently spoke, and the discussion will 
The Committee of the Council | 
upon affairs connected with the regular orders consists of | 
1 Portuguese, 3 Spanish, 2 German, 2 French, 9 Italian, | 
1 Belgian, 1 Swiss, 1 Turkish, 2 English Bishops (Clifton | 


be continued to-morrow. 


and Clonfert), and 2 American Bishops (Buffalo and Quito). 

At the sitting of the Gicumenical Council on the) 
4th inst. speeches were made by five Bishops. Cardinal 
Capatti has been elected Prefect of Congregation, in the 
place of Cardinal Reisach deceased. 

The report of the defection of Cardinal Schwarzenberg 
from the Liberal party at Rome has been denied. It 
appears that the Prince Primate of Bohemia did not decline 
to sign the protest as stated, but pointed out the various 
objections to presenting it then existing fatal to the object 
the liberal Opposition had in view. It is believed that he 
counselled the Bishops to appeal to their respective 
Governments for diplomatic representation and interference 
at the Council. 

, Spain. ; 

In Monday’s sitting of the Cortes the only business 
transacted was the ballot for the members of the Bureaux, 
after which the House separated, none of the Ministers 
being present. 

The Spanish Ministry on Tuesday tendered its resigna- 
tion in consequence of the reception of a decided negative 
from the King of Italy to the proposed election of the Duke 
of Genoa to fill the Spanish Throne. 

The Cortes suspended its sittings until further notice, in 
order to leave the Regent unfettered in dealing with the 
Ministerial crisis. It is thought probable that the Ministry 
will remain in office for the present. 

Advices from Barcelona, vid Paris, dated January 2, 
evening, state that Senor Zorilla, Minister of Justice, was 
followed, as he passed through the town, by several hostile 
groups of persons, shouting, ‘‘ Long Live the Federal Re- 
public!” and hissing. A bottle of spirits of turpentine 
was thrown at the carriage in which the Minister was 
seated, and he was obliged to be escorted by a troop of 
cavalry. The troops of the garrison were confined to their 
barracks. 

The French Gaulois of the 5th publishes a telegram 
from Madrid, dated the 3rd inst., according to which the 
question is said to have been raised of investing the Regent 
with sovereign power. This solution, however, it is said, 
meets with considerable opposition from the majority of 
the Cortes, and the partisans of the Duke de Montpensier 
are also very active in resisting it. 


Portugal. 

The Chambers were opened on the 2nd inst. by the 
King in person. The Speech from the Throne was of an 
ordinary character. Reforms in the finances are promised, 
with the object of establishing an equilibrium in the 
Budget. The Speech announces that the relations of Por- 
tugal with foreign Powers are satisfactory, and that tran- 
quillity reigns throughout the kingdom. 


Austria, 

It is semi-officially stated that there was no foundation 
whatever for the ramour that it was the intention of the 
Emperor to proceed to Rome. The Archduke Albrecht 
has left Vienna for the south of France, where he intends 
to remain some time to recruit his health. 

The Presse of the 5th inst. states that the King of Italy 
has instructed the Italian Minister at the Court of Vienna 
to ascertain whether it is the intention of the Emperor to 
prolong his stay in the capital for some weeks; in which 
case the King purposes visiting the Emperor there in 
return for the visit which his Imperial Majesty intended 
paying the King, but which was frustrated by the illness 
of the latter. 

Prussia. 

The Berlin semi-official Provincial Correspondence of 
Wednesday evening publishes the following with reference 
to the change of Ministry in France :—‘‘ The circumstances 
under which the change has been made, as well as the 
names of the statesmen who have been called to form the 
now Cabinet, afford a fresh guarantee for the maintenance 
of those peaceful and friendly relations which, on the 
strength of the sentiments of the Emperor Napoleon, 
already subsist between France and the North German 
Confederation,” 

Switzerland. 

An extraordinary Session of the Federal Council has 
been convoked for the 31st of January, in order to elect a 
on of the Confederation in place of the late M. 

uffy, 


New York Junta publishes a manifesto urging the insur- 
gents to lay down their arms. 1,500 surrendered at 
Tunas.” 

America, 

Mr Boutwell has reduced the sales of gold for January 
to four millions, and the purchase of United States’ Bonds 
to six millions of dollars. 

Advance sheets have appeared of Mrs Stowe’s volume, 
entitled ‘ Lady Byron Vindicated.’ The Press almost una- 
nimously condemn the book in severe terms. The New 
York Times declares that she evades dates and proves 
nothing, and it regrets that she should persist in recording 
herself as the authority for a revolting slander. The He- 
rald says that her arguments are weak, and that her mo- 
tives are to make money or to gain notoriety by pandering 
to depraved tastes, The World also very strongly con- 
demns the book. 

Telegrams from New York dated Jan. 5th, inform us 
that Governor Hoffman, Democrat, in his message to the 
New York Legislature, urges legislation to secure the pay- 
ment of the principal and interest of the New York State 
Debt in coin. He declares that the currency payment, 
which has been going on since 1863, has been a practice 
of bad faith and bad policy, and a virtual repudiation. 
The Western Union Telegraph operators are on strike, 
causing great interruption of the telegraphic communica- 
tion throughout the country. 

The Secretary of the Treasury has issued his usual 
monthly statement of the debt of the United States, which 
amounts to 2,658,000,000 dollars, showing a reduction of 
4,750,000 dols. The coin in the Treasury is 109,000,000 
dollars, being an increase of 3,000,000 dollars, and the 
currency 12,500,000 dollars, being an increase of 500,000 
dollars. 

The municipal authorities of numerous cities have ap- 
pointed delegations to be present at the obsequies in honour 
of Mr Peabody to be celebrated at Portland upon the 
arrival of Her Majesty’s ship Monarch. 

The Cuban Junta at New York deny the truth of the 
report that the revolutionary movement in Cuba has been 
temporarily abandoned. 

Intelligence received from Paraguay, vid Lisbon, states 
that Iguatemy was occupied by the Brazilians without 
resistance, and Lopez driven out of the Paraguayan terri- 
tory. The Prince and Paranhos are on their return, and 
expected shortly at Montevideo. 


China, 

A telegram from Hong Kong of Dee. 13th says, that Sir 
Rutherford Alcock has been very insolently received by the 
Governor of Nankin. An apology was demanded, and 
tardiiy made. 








Court and Fashion. 


The Queen gave presents to all the servants of the Hotse- 
holdat Osborneontheevening of New Year's day, Christmas 
trees having been prepared in the Stewards’-room and 
Servants’-hall. Her Majesty, accompanied by their Royal 
Highnesses Prince and Princess Christian, Princess Louise, 
Prince Leopold, and Princess Beatrice proceeded to the 
rooms at six o'clock, where the servants were assembled, 
and personally distributed the gifts, assisted by the Prince 
and Princesses. 

Her Majesty, with Princesses Louise and Beatrice and 
Prince Leopold, will leave Osborne shortly after the 10th 
of February and return to Windsor Castle. 

The Prince and Princess of Wales, with Prince Albert Victor 
and Prince George, left Holkham for Gunton on Saturday 
morning, where they will remain for a week or a fortnight. 
Their Royal Highnesses will entertain a select circle, and 
the Prince will shoot through the Gunton and Hanworth 
covers. The inmates of the West Norfolk and Lynn 
Hospital, of which the Prince is patron, have received a 
present of ten brace of pheasants from his Royal Highness. 

The Earl and Countess of Yarborough have arrived at 
Lily Hill, Bracknell, from Elton Hall. 

The Earl and Countess of Dudley are entertaining com- 
pany at Whitley Court, Worcestershire. 

The Earl and Countess de Grey arrived in Carlton Gar- 
dens on Saturday from Nocton Park. 

Viscount Monck has left Brown’s Hotel for Charleville. 

The Marquis and Marchioness of Salisbury are enter- 
taining a distinguished party at Hatfield House, Herts. 

The Earl and Countess of Malmesbury are about to 
entertain a succession of visitors at Heron Court. 

The Kari and Countess of Carysfort have been entertain- 
ing visitors at Elton Hall, Lincolnshire, 

The Earl and Countess de Grey left town on Monday 
for Gunton Hall. 








The Count and Countess Oberesky have arrived at 
-Claveridge’s Hotel from Paris. we 

Lord and Lady Robert Montagu have arrived in town 
from Blenheim Palace. 


have gone to Hatfield House, Herts. 


Hotel from Ringwood. 


Primrose left on Tuesday for Hatfield House, Herts, 
Lady CO, Guest at Canford House, Dorsetshire. 
nesday to pass a few weeks in Devonshire. 


to entertain a shooting party. 

Earl Bathurst has left Half-Moon Street for Boveridge, 
Dorsetshire. 

The Countess Delawarr has so far recovered from her 
recent illness as to take a carriage airing. 

Mr Francis H. Russell, M.P., and Lady Elizabeth 
Russell, left town on Tuesday for Woburn Abbey. 


Hotabilt, 


It is stated that a pupil of Baron Liebig has discovered 
certain ethers, which, when poured upon some chemical 
compounds, produce instantaneously precious stones of all 
kinds, 

In most of the departments of France the prefects have 
distributed the official advertisements among the various 
newspapers, without distinction of party. 


A Roman correspondent of a contemporary notes the ex- 
ploit of two English “‘ misses,”” who, mounted on the benches 
above the kneeling multitude, surveyed with their opera- 
glasses the Pope as he pronounced the benediction in the 
Council. The Pope, with a mild smile, pointed them out 
to some of the Cardinals, but no alarming consequences 
have overtaken them. 


The United States’ Secretary of Interior mentions in 
the report he has made on the last financial year that the 
last surviving American soldier of the revolutionary war 
died in the year, but that 888 widows of such soldiers still 
survive and receive pensions. 


The Copenhagen Dagstelegraphen states that a photo- 
lithographer lately surprised the directors of the National 
Bank by presenting them with a packet of notes made by 
himself, which so exactly resembled the current paper- 
money of the realm that none of the officials could distin- 
guish the difference. He also assured them he was able to 
copy the notes of every other country with equal exacti- 
tude. Astonished, and anything but pleased with the 
discovery, the authorities of the bank requested him to 
invent some form of paper-money which cannot be thus 
imitated. He has promised to do his best, but his success 
is doubtful. 


The Russian papers announce an important discovery by 
Cartson, a learned Norwegian, which will give a great 
impetus to Siberian trade. He had cruised for scientific 
purposes in an expedition undertaken last summer to the 
Karian Sea, which washes the southern part of the isle of 
Nova Zembla, and the Government of Tobolsk, and is 
covered with eternal ice, In this ice a passage was dis- 
covered which, for several months in the year, offers @ 
convenient path for traffic between Siberia and the Nor- 
wegian harbour of Iromsoé. This discovery was made at 
the same time by the Englishman Palliser. 

















ELECTION INTELLIGENCE. 
SOUTHWARK. 

Mr G. Odger addressed a meeting of the electors of the 
borough on Monday evening. He stated that there were 
fully 11,500 working men voters, and not above 7,000 
middle-class voters in the borough. He repudiated the in- 
sinuation that he could not support himself if returned to 
Parliament, and asked the meeting if the whole metro- 
politan constituency was to be monopclised by City men, 
A new era would commence for England by his election, 
and he might plainly tell them he should not be a spouter 


vote of confidence in Mr Odger was passed. 
Colonel Beresford also addressed a meeting of his sup- 


well received. 
LONGFORD. 


Greville Nugent, 1,487; Martin, 440; majority for Gre- 
ville Nugent, 1,047. There was considerable rioting ab 


candidates. 


Regiment was then called up, and the Riot Act was 
three times, but without effect. 


hurt. 
QUEEN’S COUNTY. 











Lord and Lady Chelmsford and the Hon. Miss Thesiger 


- 


Sir Percy and Lady Shelley have arrived at the Clarendon ; 


The Nawab of Bengal and suite visited the Standard ‘3 
| Theatre oi: Tuesday night, oe 
The Duke and Ducuess of Cleveland and Lady Mary Z 


porters on Monday evening, at which his candidature was 


The official declaration of the poll resulted as follows 4 
Granard, one of the polling districts, where a desperate a 
encounter took place between the adherents of the two — 
A detachment of the Scots Greys charged the 
mob, but failed to disperse them. A company of the 40th a 


The soldiers were then — 
ordered to fire, but only one man appears to have beem 


ck 
ey 


Mr Edmund Dease has been returned without opposition. — 
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The Earl of Rosebery has gone on a visit to Sir Ivor and | q 
The Earl and Countess of Carnarvon left town on Wed- 7 


The Earl of Chesterfield left town on Monday for Brethy, _ 
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MONETARY REVIEW. 


The business of the new year commenced in nearly all 
the markets with a promising degree of buoyancy. Oon- 





sols for delivery opened on Monday morning at the pre-' 


vious Friday quotation, 921 to }, but rapidly advanced to 
923 to}. For the 3rd of February account 923 to } was 
the standard. A further advance of } took place on Tues- 
day, influenced doubtless by the rise on the French Bourse 
and the general tone of confidence in the French capital 
in the Ollivier Ministry, but a relapse was experienced on 
Wednesday owing to the large amount of stock delivered 


for Thursday’s settlement, and prices were finally quoted, 


922 for delivery and 92} to § for account. 

Metropolitan 8} per cent. Consols opened the week at 
933 to 941, subsequently advancing 94 to 3. Bank Stock 
has been steady at 235 to 237. Reduced and New Three 
per Cents. advanced on Tuesday from 923 to 925 to §, 
but afterwards declined to the former quotation. India 
Five per Cents. have ruled steadily at 1114 to 112. In the 
Four per Cents. a rise took place on Tuesday of § on 
the previous price of 100} to §. In Rupee Paper India 
Bonds and Exchequer Bills no alteration has taken place 
in the last quotations. 

The Railway Market opened with animation. Great 
Western, London and North-Western, and Midland ad- 
vancing 3, Metropolitan District. 1, and some country lines 
1} and 14. Foreign Railway Stocks also were in a fair 
position. 

The public confidence still continues in Sub-Marine 


Telegraph Shares, most of which figured on Monday at an) 
advance of 4 to ?, but areaction took place later, the first 
Foreign | 
securities were lively generally throughout the market at the | 


eager demand having been met by large sellers. 


beginning of the week, advances of } to 1 obtaining in 
most of the prominent stocks; but the usual reactionary 
dulness succeeded and prices retired to much about the same 
figures as last week. 

The closing price from Paris on Monday evening was 73f. 
90c., being an advance of 1 per cent. since the previous 
Friday, and a further advance to 74f. 17c. took place on 
Tuesday. 

A new telegraph scheme for bringing the United King- 
dom into direct communication with the Australian 
colonies has been introduced this week, under the title of 
the British Australian Telegraph Company (Limited), and 
is created in connection with the five Companies by which 
the various sections that will constitute the great through 
line from England to the East have already been put in 
progress. The present work is to consist of a cable of 563 
miles from Singapore to Batavia, to join the Dutch line 
which run to the south-eastern extremity of Java, whence 
another cable of 1,163 miles will be laid to Port Darwin, 
in Australia, where a land line of 800 miles will connect 
the system with Queensland, New South Wales, Victoria, 
South Australia, Western Australia, and Tasmania. The 
capital is to be 660,000/., in shares of 10/., and the making 
of the entire lines is to be confided to the Telegraph Con- 
struction and Maintenance Company, at the contract price 
of 634,0001., of which 120,000/. is to be paid in paid-up 
shares. The Falmouth and Malta, the Anglo-Medi- 
terranean, the British Indian, and the British Indian Ex- 
tension Companies are to allow the same rebate upon their 
through rates on all messages forwarded over their route 
by this company as they have granted to the China Sub- 
marine Company, thus creating a reciprocity of interest 
calculated to operate as a strong inducement to the har- 
monious working of all. According to the prospectus, the 
estimates of profit, reckoning twenty-five daily messages 
from the Dutch islands, and but sixty-five from the whole 
of the Australian colonies, is 121,665l., or about 18 per cent. 
per annum, exclusive of local and Chinese traffic. 

The Committee of the Stock-Exchange on Monday re- 
solved that the shares of the Erie Railway stamped by the 
Erie Shareholders’ Protection Committee are to be quoted 
and marked on the official lists. It may be assumed that 
the practical effect of this will be that all dealings will 
take place exclusively in shares so stamped, and all holders 
of Erie shares should, therefore, at once send their certifi- 
Pres in to the Committee at their offices, 60 Threadneedle 

treet. 

The report of the North British Australasian Company, 
Limited, to be presented on the 12th inst., shows the profit 
for the year to have been 13,535/., making, with a pre- 
vious balance of 493/., an available total of 14,028/., and 
recommends a dividend at the rate of 64 per cent. 

On the 12th of next month the railway interest will be 
benefited by the reduction of the royalties on the manufac- 
ture of steel by the Bessemer process from 1/. down to 
2s. 6d. per ton on all rails, and from 2/. down to 2s. 6d. 
on all other descriptions. 

A prospectus has been issued of the Oarnatic Railway 
Company, with a capital of 800,000/, in shares of 20/., to 
take over and extend the works of the Indian Tramway 
Company upon certain terms sanctioned by the Secretary 
of State for India. 

A prospectus has been issued of the Parcels Conveyance 
Company, with a capital of 20,000/., in shares of 21. 

* The directors of the London and Westminster Bank have 
resolved to declare, at the ensuing general meeting, a 
dividend and bonus of 8} per cent. for the half-year ended 
the 31st of December last, carrying forward the sum of 
7,5001, This, with the 8 per cent. declared in J uly last, 


THE EXAMINER AND LONDON REVIEW, JANUARY 8, - 1870. 


, will make 16} per cent. for the year upon the capital of 
| 2,000,0002., against 25 per cent. in 1868, when the capital 
‘was only 1,000,0007. 

| The dividend to be declared by the Union Bank of Lon- 
don at the half-yearly meeting on the 12th inst. will be 
at the rate of 15 per cent. per annum, the usual rate 
for the half-year ending the 31st of December. 

| The Directors of the National Discount Company will 
|propose to their shareholders at the meeting on the 
19th inst. a dividend for the past half-year at the rate 
of 164 per cent. per annum. At the corresponding period 
of last year the distribution was at the rate of 15 per cent. 
er annum. 

The Directors of the Electric and International Tele- 
graph Company have resolved to recommend at the 
extraordinary general meeting, to be held on the 28th 
inst., an interim dividend of 5]. per cent. for the last 
half-year. 

The prospectus of the Nevada Freehold Properties Trust 
is again in circulation, with a view to the placing of a 
further portion of the capital. The object, is “ to purchase 
the fee simple or freehold of twenty-four large estates, 
twenty-two of which extend to about ten miles in length, 
and are jet on leases to various tenants (employing their 
own capital); the other two estates include nearly six 
square miles of fine pine woodlands of great yearly value, 
and absolutely needful for the development of the other 
estates.” The total subscription is to be 340,000/., in cer- 
tificates of 21. each, of which 1/. is to be paid on applica- 
tion, and 11. on the issue of the certificates, without further 
liability. 

A meeting was held on Thursday at the Cannon-street 
Hotel, Mr Newmarsh, President of the Statistical Society, 
in the chair, at which the present mode of preparing the 
returns of exports and imports at the Custom House and 
at the Board of Trade was adversely criticised, and the 
necessity for a simplification in the manner of presenting 
these returns was generally recognised. 








OUR COLONIAL POLICY. 


Colonel Torrens, M.P. for Cambridge, an ex-Colonial 
resident and legislator of considerable experience, thus 
states his views of the pending question in a letter to a 
daily contemporary : 

“The Colonial grievance may be stated thus: In the 
language of Lord Granville to the deputation of Colonists, 
‘ There exists a very proper mode of communication with 
the self-governing Colonies, from the Secre of State, 
who is responsible to the Crown and to Parliament, through 
the Governors to the Colonial Governments, who represent 
the majority in each colony.’ But while this is admittedly 
so as regards communications from the mother country, 
there exists no ‘ proper mode of communication’ from the 
self-governing colonies, through Ministers responsible to 
their Parliament, to the Imperial Government. It is vain 
to represent the Governors as constituting that “ proper 
channel of communication.” They are the servants of the 
Colonial Office, and cannot serve two masters. Their 
tenure of office and future prospects are dependent, not 
upon their ability and faithfulness in advocating the Colo- 
nists’ case from the Oolonists’ point of view, but upon 
their skill and faithfulness in carrying out the policy of 
Downing Street. Iwould not be understood to insinuate 
that the gentlemen who have been selected to represent 
her Majesty habitually purchase the favour of Downing 
Street by sacrificing vital interests of the Colonies they are 
appointed to govern. On the contrary, the Colonies have 
reason to be grateful for the manner in which, with a few 
exceptions, the patronage of that branch of the public 
service has been exercised, and I could state instances in 
which Governors have boldly stood up for the rights of the 
Colonists when infringed upon by a policy dictated in the 
exclusive interests of the mother-country. Yet while admit- 
ting thus much, I repeat that Governors, being employés of 
the Colonial Office, indoctrinated before leaving in the poliey 
of that office which it is their duty to promote, are not, 
and cannot be considered, employés responsible to the 
Colonial Parliaments to advocate colonial questions from 
the colonists’ point of view, and therefore the arrangement 
is one-sided ; there is no reciprocity. The truth is there 
is a vast amount of unreality in the phrase “ responsible to 
Parliament,” as regards the position of the Colonial 
Minister. Unlike that of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
the Home Secretary, and other members of the Cabinet, no 
member of Parliament has any mission to look into the 
affairs of his department and to call him to account. The 
constituencies know little and care less about these matters, 
and may not particularly approve of their representative 
placing himself in antagonism to the Government upon 
questions in which they take no interest; and thus the 
constant check which the vigilance of members exercises 
over other Ministers of the Crown is wanting in his case. 
His responsibility to Parliament is little better than 
nominal, and to the Colonists whose affairs he administers 
he cannot consistently with the Constitution be responsible. 
Your correspondent “8.” may accept the above as a 
definite statement of the colonial grievance. The remedy 
may be briefly stated. Your correspondent “8.” puts the 
question, “ Would the end we have at heart—the pre- 
servation and increase of existing good feeling—bhbe served 
by drawing closer the bonds of political union? and, if so, 
within what limits? Nothing is so hostile to the friend- 





ship of men or nations as an unduly strict association.” 





Lord Granville, replying to the deputation, remarked, 
“ We cannot go back or retract any of the freedom which 
- we have accorded to these communities.” Since, then, 
the existing status is no longer tolerable, and we cannot 
retreat, we must advance a slight step further in the course 
we have been pursuing of late years. Let the exercise of 
‘the veto upon local Acts of these self-governing communi- 
ties, and our restraining interference of whatever sort, be 
limited to what is indispensable for the maintenance of our 
Imperial position, I see no good reason why this interfe- 
rence should extend beyond the prohibition of discriminat- 
ing duties and actions inconsistent with treaty obligations 
and the foreign policy of the Imperial Government. 
Secondly, let those self-governing communities be placed, 
so far as regards diplomatic relations with the mother 
country, upon the footing that has been accorded to many 
foreign States of far less importance, by authorising them, 
‘should they think fit, to send to the Court and Govern- 
ment of this country chargés d’affaires or ambassadors to 
represent colonial interests from the Colonists’ point of 
view, whilst the governors continue, as at present, to look 
after Imperial interests in the Colonies, There is nothing 
to excite alarm in the proposals I have set forth above. 
The first of them would reduce to the minimum ‘occasions 
of disagreement, The second would certainly tend to nul- 
lify, if it did not arrest in limine, such disputes as occa- 
sionally arise between the nearest and dearest relations. 
Together, they would establish the relations between the 
mother country and her self-governing Colonies upon a rea- 
sonable basis, and secure England in her legitimate posi- 
|tion as the centre of a vast empire of English-speaking 
people.—I am, Sir, yours faithfully, 
“ Holne Ashburton.” = + “R. RB, Torrens.” 


SS ——————SS————————— 


A petition against the return of Mr Greville Nugent for 
Longford is spoken of, on the grounds of intimidation and 
bribery. 

A telegram from Lynn states that it is understood that 
the Liberals of Lynn will not petition, after all, against 
the recent return of Lord Claud Hamilton for that borough. 
Lord Olaud will thus retain his hard-won seat, 

The Bishop of Exeter held his first Ordination at Exeter 
Cathedral on Thursday, when a large number of candidates 
were ordained. 

A meeting of officers commanding the different Volun- 
teer corps in the Metropolis took place on Thursday after- 
noon at the Offices of the National Rifle Association, to 
consider the propositions lately made by the Secretary of 
State for War for the future organisation and management 
of the Volunteer force. The meeting was largely attended. 
A long discussion ensued on the many matters contained 
in the circular, and the pro evidenced to the officers 
that great pains had been taken with the subject by the 
present Minister. It was subsequently agreed @ com- 
mittee of nine commanding officers representing all branches 
of the Volunteer service should be formed to draw up a 
series of questions for ascertaining the opinions of all the 
Volunteer commanding officers throughout the kingdom, 
Mr Walsh, the egg-dealer, who was shot near on 
Saturday night, has since died. 

Of the expenses incurred by the Corporation of South- 
ampton in the trial of the election petition against the 
return of Mr Russell Gurney and Mr Hoare, and amount- 
ing to 3781., the Treasury has allowed only 133/. 18s. 6d. 
Mr Henry Bullar, Recorder of Poole, died suddenly on 
Wednesday at his residence, Basset Woods, near South- 
ampton. Whilst he was dressing he fell down, apparently 
in a fit. Mr Bullar was called to the Bar in Lincoln’s-inn 
in June, 1853. 

The foot-and-mouth disease is said to be spreading in 
the Manchester district. 

The Cosmopolitan says ; “To those who know the real 
facts of the case, the defence of Colonel Boxer in the Globe 
of Tuesday will excite contemptuous laughter. If there 
was ever a case calling for the strongest application of the 
court-martial code this Boxer business is one. As a 
Government employé at Woolwich, he “adopted’ the 
‘ Daw Oartridge,’ entered into partnership with Eley and 
Co. for the manufacture of the same, and obtained the 
Government contracts, notwithstanding the 400/. prize 
awarded to Mr Daw for the best cartridge!” 

The Irish lawyers are taking much interest in a cause 
which is to come on to-day in Dublin, before a Court 
which has not sat for forty-one years. The Lord Chan- 
cellor, the Chief Justice of the Queen's Bench, the Ohief 
Justice of the Common Pleas, and the Lord Chief Baron 
will sit as visitors in open Court, in the College Hall, to 
try an issue on the part of Dr M‘Swiney, Professor of 
Medical Jurisprudence in the Catholic University, against 
the College of Physicians, for excluding him from the 
Fellowship of the College. Dr M‘Swiney’s involves three 
other cases. A ; : 

A declaration that the use of testimonials previously given 
for some other purpose ought not to be permitted at an elec- 
tion to such a post as the Head Mastership of Rugby, has been 
signed by the following : E. A. Abbott, M A., Head Master 
of the City of London School; G. ©. Bell, M.A., Head 
Master of Christ’s Hospital; E. W. Benson, D.D, Head 
Master of Wellington College; A. G. Butler, M,A., late 
Head Master of Haileybury College; R. W. Jelf, D.D., 
late Principal of King’s College ; J. J. Hornby, D.D., Head 
Master of Eton; George Riding, D.D., Head Master of 
Winchester. 
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TRE ROYAL, ADELPHI. 

Sole rietor and Manager: Mr BENJA- 

naeclipciag oy Last Two Nights of 

Attraction. ‘wo 8 0 

A sg ey Celebrated Drama of THE LONG 

STRIKE. Production of a New and Original 

Adelphi Drama by T. W. Robertson, called NIG [IT- 
INGALE. 


On Monday and Tuesday (first time) OPEN TO 
CONVICTION. Mr G. Belmore, C. H. Stephenson ; 
Miss L. Grey, and Mrs L, Murray, THE LONG 
STRIKE. Mr Benjamin Webster and Miss Fur- 
tado. And DO TIC ECONOMY. 


On Wednesday and the rest of the week, a New 
Drama entitled NIGHTINGALE. Mr Benjamin 
Webster, J. D, Beverid Arthur Stirling; Miss 
Furtado, Miss Eliza Johnstone, and Mrs Alfred 
Mellon. Commencing with OPEN CONVICTION 
and concluding with DOMESTIC ECONOMY. 


EVENTEENTH ANNUAL 


WINTER EXHIBITION of CABINET 
PICTURES by BRITISH and FOREIGN AR- 
TISTS is NOW OPEN at the FRENCH GALLERY, 
120 Pallmall, from Half-past Ten till Five o’clock. 
Admission, 1s. Catalogue, 6d. 


OYAL ACADEMY of ARTS, 


BURLINGTON HOUSE.—The Exhibition 
of Pictures of the Old Masters, with a Selection 
from the Works of Charles R. Leslie, R.A., and 
Clarkson Stanfield, R.A.,is NOW OPEN. Admission 

from 9 a.m. till -_! One Shilling. Catalogue, 
ixpence. Season Tickets ‘‘not Transferable,” 
Five Shillings. 


JOHN PRESCOTT KNIGHT, B.A., Secretary. 


UNDAY LECTURE SOCIETY, 


to provide for the delivery on Sundays in the 
Metropolis, and to encourage the deliverv elsewhere, 
of Lectures on Science—physical, intellectual, and 
moral—History, Literature, and Art; especially in 
their bearing are the improvement and social well-- 
being of mankind. 
A Series of THIRTEEN LECTURES will be 
iven at ST GEORGE'S HALL, LANGHAM 
LACE, commencing SUNDAY, the i6th of 
JANUARY, 1870, at Half-past Four o'clock, pre- 
cisely. 


JANUARY 16 and 23.—W. B. CARPENTER. Eszq., 
M.D., V.P.R.S., F.L.S., “The Deep Sea; its Phy- 
sical Conditions and its Animal Life.” To be fol- 
lowed by 

JANUARY 30 and Fepavuary 6.—J. B. ATKINSON, 
Esq. (Two Lectures), on ‘ Raphael and Michael 
Angelo,” 

Fesavarny 13.—T. SPENCER COBBOLD, Esq., 
F.RS., on “ Fossils and their Teaching.” 


Faprvary 20.--R. H, HORNE, Esq. (Author of 
* Orion,’ &c.), on “* The Old English Mystery, Miracle, 
and Morality Plays.” 

Fepavany 27 and Maron ¢,—J. M. CAPES, Esq., 
M.A., Oxon., on “The Fine Arts in their Relation 
tk Natural Beauty and Moral and Intellectual Per- 

tion.” 


Lectures are also promised by Professor HUXLEY, 

















LL.D., F.RS.; ORMA LOCKYER, Esq., 
F.R.S.; W. B. HODGSON, Esq., LL.D.; A. H. 
GREEN, Esq., M.A., F.G.S.; Rev. Professor 


LEWIS CAMPBELL, M.A. Oxon.; Rev. ALLEN 
D. GRAHAM, M.A. Oxon.; Hon. AUBERON 
HERBERT, M.A., Oxon, 


Members’ tickets for the current year, admitting | DEANE’S—£lectro-plate Tea and Coffee Sets, Liqueur 


the bearer to reserved seats at all Lectures, are ready 
° - gti on payment of the annual subscription - 
of 1 

Tickets for the present series of thirteen Lectures, 


price 10s. 6d., or payment of Is, at the door, admitting | pF AN E’S—Bronzed Tea and Coffee Urns, with Loysell’s 


to reserved seats. 
Tickets for other portions of the Hall, for the pre- 
sent series, price 5s., or payment of 6d. at the door. 


csc to the remaining portion of the Hall, 


_ Subscriptions for the current year rege the 30th 
September, 1870), and Donations will be received (if 
d by cheque or post-office order) by the honorary 
reasurer, Wm. Henry Domville, Esq., 15 Gloucester 
crescent, Hyde park, London, W.; or (if paid in 
cash) by the honorary secretary, John Shortt, Esq., 
4 Garden court, Temple, E.C. 


Tickets for the Lectures can be obtained at the 
Hall every day, except Sundays, between the hours 
of ten and six o’clock, and on the days of Lecture, 
after four o’clock ; also at Messrs Trubner and Co., 

, 60 Paternoster row, E.C.; also at Kenny's Printing 
Office, 25 Camden road, N.W.; also on application, 


by letter, to the Hon. Treasurer or Hon. Secretary. 





ANCER HOSPITAL, London 


and Brompton; 1851. Offices, 167 Piccadill 
(opposite to Bond street). r 


The following form of legacy is recommended : 
“I give and bequeath unto the Treasurer for the 


time being of the Cancer Hospital, London, situate 
at No. 167 Piccadilly, and also in the Fulham road, 
Brompton, Middlesex, the sum of £—— (free of 
legacy duty), to be paid out of my personal estate, 
arged on land, to be applied towards carrying 


not 


on the charitable designs of the said Institution.” 


DEANE'’S—Electro-piated Spoons and Forks, best manu- 


DEANE'S—Dish Covers and Hot-water Dishes. Tiu Dish 
DEANE'S—Papier Maché Tea Trays in sets, from 21s. 
ew 


DEANE’S—Copper and Brass Goods, Kettles, Stew and 


P 
DEANE’S— Moderator 
DEANE’S—Gas Chandeliers, newly ~design 


SAND CurzEs without medicine b 





SLER’S CRYSTAL GLASS 


CHANDELIERS, 
Wall Lights and Lustres for Gas and Candles, 


CHANDELIERS in BRONZE and ORMOLU, 


MODERATOR LAMPS, 
and LAMPS for INDIA. 
TABLE GLASS of all kinds. 
ORNAMENTAL GLASS, English and Foreign. 


Mess, Export, and Furnishing Orders promptly 
executed. 


All articles marked in plain figures, 
LONDON—Show Rooms, 45 Oxford street, W. 


BIRMINGHAM—Manuflactory and Show Rooms, 


Broad street. 
Established 1807. 


WINTER 


In 
SURPLUS WINTER STOCK. 
It has been re-marked at a 


WILLIAM TARN AND CO., 
NEWINGTON - CAUSEWAY AND .NEW KENT ROAD. 


SEASON. 


accordance with our annual custom, we are now CLEARING OUT all our 


great reduction in price, and will be sold exceedingly cheap, 
offering to ladies an opportunity of completing their Winter Purchases to great advantage. 





SLACK’S ELE 


Is a coating of Pure Silver over Nickel ; a 


CTRO PLATE, 


By Elkington’s Patent Process, 


combination of two metals possessing such 


valuable properties renders it in appearance and wear equal to sterling Silver. 





TA BG FE 


TA BUF 
DESSERT 


TE A 


FORRES, 


30s. and 38s. per dozen, 


DESSERT FoR =z Ss, 
20s. and 30s, per dozen. 


SPOoOoNn s, 
30s. and 38s, per dozen. 


SPOON Ss, 


20s. and 30s. per dozen. 


SsSPoOoon s, 
12s. and 18s. per dozen. 


ORUVUET-F RA ME S, 
15s. to 100s. each. 


TA BL FE mN IV ES, 
11s., 14s. 6d., 16s., 20s., and 22s. per dozen. 





CATALOGUES GRAT 
Orders above £2 sent Carriage-free per 


I8, OR POST FREE. 
Railway, and Packed without Charge. 





RICHARD & JOHN SLACK, 336 STRAND 


(OPPOSITE SOMERSET Hovse). 





ESTABLISHED A.D. 1700. 
FURNISH YOUR HOUSE Poa THE BEST ARTICLES 


DEAN E’S. 





style and finish. 
facture, strongly plated. 
Stands, Crnets, &e. 
Covers in sets, from 18s. 
and elegant Patterns. 
and other improvements. 
reserving Pans, Stockpots, &e. 


and Rock Oil Lamps, a large and 
andsome assortment. 





ed patterns in 
one and Bronze—three-light glass from 
5 " 


A Discount of 5 per cent. for Cash 


DEANE & CO. 


NEW ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE, WITH PRICED FURNISHING LIST, GRATIS AND POST FREE. 
DEANE’S—Celebrated Table Cutlery, every variety of | 


DEANE’S—Domestic Baths, for every purpose. Bath- 
rooms fitted complete. 
DEANE’S—Fenders and Fire-irons in modern and 

approved patterns. 
DEANBE S— Bedsteads in tron and Brass, with Bedding 
DEANE'S = wag ned quality. as 
eg ster Stoves, improv n-made 
itcheuers, Rengee Be, 
DEANE’S—Cornices and Cornice-poles, a variety of 
_ patterns, French and Kvglish, 
DEANE’S—tTin and Rinne Goods, Iren Ware, and Culi- 
nary Utensils, 
DEANE’S—tarnery, Brushes, Mets, &e., well made, 
strong, and serviceable. 
DEANE’ S— Horticultural Tools, Lawn Mowers, Garden 
Rollers, Wire-work, 


DEANE’S—dHarness, Saddies, and Horse Clothing, 


manufactured on the premises, of the 
best material. 


Payments of £2 and upwards, 


(46 Kira Wri Sreeet,) LONDON BRIDGE. 





O MORE PILLS OR ANY 


OTHER MEDICINE.—Seventy Tuov- 
Du Barry's deli- 
cious health-restoring Food, THE REVALENTA 
ARABICA, which restores good appetite, perfect 
digestion, sound sleep, healthy lung and liver, strong 
nerves, and cures effectually indigestion (dyspepsia), 
habitual constipation, flatulency, os m, cough, 
asthma, bronchitis, consumption, all kinds of fevers, 
hemorrhoids, nervous, bilious, and liver complaints, 
sore throats, catarrhs, colds, noises in the bead and 
ears, rheumatism, gout, impurities, eruptions, hys- 
teria, neuralgia, irritability, sleeplessness, acidity, 
palpitation of the heart, heartburn, headache, debility, 
dropsy, cramps, spasms, nausea and sickness, sinking, 
diarrhea, &c. It nourishes better than meat, and 
saves, moreover, fifty times its cost in other remedies. 
THE POPE’s HEALTH RESTORED BY DU 
BARRY’S FOOD.—Cure No, 68,413—*' Rome, Jul 
2ist, 1866.—The health of the Holy Father is excel- 
lent, especially since, abandoning all other remedies 
with which it was pretended to cure the ailments 
inseparable from his age, he has confined himself 
entirely to Du Barry’s Revalenta Arabica Food, 
eating a plateful of it at every meal, which has pro- 
duced a surprisingly beneficial effect on his health, 
and His Holiness cannot praise this excellent food 
too highly.”—Gazette du Midi. Cure No. 1,771: 
Lord Stuart de Decies, of many years’ dyspepsia. 
No. 49,832: Fifty years’ iadescribable agony from 
dyspepsia, nervousness, asthma, cough, constipation, 
flatulency, spasins, sickness, and vomiting—Maria 
Joly. ure No. 46,270: James Roberts, Esq., of 
Frimley, Surrey, of thirty years’ diseased lungs, 
spitting of blood, constipation, liver derangement, 
and partial deafness, In tins, 1lb., 28. 9d.; 12lb., 
223.; 24lbs., 40s. 


DU BARRY and CO., 77 Regent street, London; 
also at 61 Gracechurch street; 4 Cheapside; 63 and 
150 Oxford street, London; and 163 William street, 





New York. 


withstand the keenest opposition for years. The 


delicate constitutions, 
complaints, which by the obstruction of humours, 


spared to their families and friends. 





the Stomach and Bowels, are quickly removed b 
that well-known remedy, FRA 


HEALTH, 


adapted. 


Sold by all Medicine Vendors, at 1s. 14d. and 2s. 9d. 


per box, or obtained through any Chemist. 


LAMPLOUGH’S 
PYRETIC SALINE 








and the Maker, 
H. LAMPLOUGH, 113 Holborn hill, London. 


Supplied to the Britis 
Italian, Dutch, and other Governments. One 
of fine flavoured Beef-tea at 24d. 
and economic “ stock,” 


Inventor, Baron Lie 
genuine Jar. 


Ask for Liebig Company’s Extract, and not 





LIRBIG COMPANY'S EXTRACT OF MEAT, 
MSTERDAM EXHIBITION 


1869, First Prize, being above the Gold Meda', 
French, Prussian, Russian, — 























Most con 










rok ing ow ¢ sort warranted genuine by 
ig, whose signature is on oop 






for 


¥ 


Liebig’s Extract of Meat, 





RUPTURES.—BY ROYAL LETTERS PATENT, 4 
Wits MOC-MAIN LEVER _ 


cal Men to be the most effective invention inthe — 
curative treatment of HERNIA. The useoftheg i 
spring, so often hurtful in its effects, is here avoided, 
a soft bandage being worn round the body, whilethe — 
requisite resistin i 
MAIN PAD and 
much ease and closeness that it cannot be detected 
and may be worn during sleep. ’ 


(which cannot fail to fit) forwarded by post,onthe 
circumference of the body two inches below the hips, = 
being sent to the Manufacturer, = 


Mr JOHN WHITE, 228 PICCADILLY, LONDON, 
Price of a Single Truss, 16s., 21s., 26s. 6d., and 31s, 6d, 


Price of a Double Truss, 31s. 6d., 42s., and 52s, 6d, .- 
Price of an Umbilical Truss, 42s. and 52s. 6d. Postage a 
Post-office Orders payable to JOHN WHITE, Post 4 


all cases of WEAKNESS and SWELLING of the © 
LEGS, SPRAINS, &c. They are porous, lightin — 

texture, and inexpensive, and are drawn on ifke af - 
ordinary 
and 16s. each, Postage 6’. 


~ 

e 
celebrated Receipts and Manufacturers of the Pickles, 
Sauces, anit Condiments so long and favourably dis- 
tinguished by their name, are compelled to caution ~~ 
the public against the inferior preparations whichare 
put up and labelled in close imitation of their 
with a view to mislead the publie.~90 Wigmore 
street, Cavendish square (late 6 Edwards 
Portman square), and 18 Trinity street, London, 
E.C. 


brated Sauce are particularly requested to observe 
that each Bottle, prepared by E. LAZENBY and — 
SON, bears the Label used so many years, signed — 
Elizabeth Lazenb 


The Medical Profession for 
approved of this pure solution of M 
best remedy for ACIDITY of the 


delicate constitutions, especially 
CHILDREN, and INFANTS. 


PFOLLOWAY'’S PILLS— 


The Females’ Friend. The wonderful cumg,Ask for LEA and PERRINS’ SAUCE. a 
effected by these Pills have alone enabled then et 








are valued at the bumblest hearths, as well = 
in the houses of comfort and wealth. Holloway’s 
Pills work a thorough purification of the whole) 
system, without disordering, weakening, or other-| 
wise interfering with the natural action of any 
organ; they are admitted to be the best restorers of 
appetite, strength, and perfect health to the most 
They give colour and fresh- 
ness to the face, and, by their gentle alterative pro- 
perties eradicate from the system the germs of 


‘and see the Names of LEA and PERRINS on all 


consign tens of thousands of females annually to an 
early grave, who might, by the use of these Pills be | 


Bwlows and Liver Complaints, 


_ Indigestion, Sick Headache, Loss of Appetite, 
Drowsiness, Giddiness, Spasms, and all Disorders of 


PTON’S PILL OF 
] They unite the recommendation of a 
mild operation with the most successful effect; and 
where an aperient is required nothing can be better 


Is most important in restoring health, cures Head- 
ache, Giddiness, Sea or Bilious Sickness. Is most 
effective in Eruptive or Skin Affections, and forms a 
most invigorating saline draught. Sold by Chemists 






















































































TRUSS is allowed by upwards of 500 Medi. _ 


power is su 


lied by the M % 
ATENT L V t 


ER fitting with s9 


A descriptive circular may be had, and the Trugg 


Postage 1s. 
Postage Is. 8d. 
1s. 10d. 
Office, Piceadilly. 


LASTIC STOCKINGS, KNEE © 
CAPS, &c.—For VARICOSE VEINS, and | 


7 


stocking. Price, from 4s. 6d., 78. 6d., 108, 


JOHN WHITE, MANUFACTURER, 228 
PICCADILLY, LONDON. 





LAZENBY and SON’§$ 


PICKLES, SAUCES, & CONDIMENTS, 
E. LAZENBY and SON, sole Proprietors of the 





ARVEYS SAUCE—@ 
CAUTION.—The admirers of this cele- ~ 


Ys 


DINNEFORD’S FLUID MAGNESIA. 


Thirty years have 
nesia as the 
TOMACH, © 
HEARTBURN, HEADACHE, GOUT, and — 

INDIGESTION ; and as the best mild aperient for 
adapted for LADIES, — 





DINNEFORD AND OCQO.,, 
CHEMISTS, 
172 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, 
and of all other Chemists throughout the world. _ 


SAUCE.—LEA & FPERRINS. 
THE “WORCESTERSHIRE.” 


Pronounced by Connoisseurs ** The only Good Sauce,” 
Improves the appetite, and aids digestion, 
Unrivalled for piquancy and flavour. 








BEWARE OF IMITATIONS 


bottles and labels. 


Agents—CROSSE and BLACKWELL, London; and — 
sold by all Dealers = Sauces throughout the ~ 
Yorld. 





IN CONSUMPTION, WASTING, IMPERFECT DIGESTION 
AND ASSIMILATION. 


SAVORY & MOORE’S PANCREATIC EMU ~ 
SION and PANCREATINE are the most potent ~ 
remedial Agents. They are the only remedies 
known for effecting the digestion of Cod Liver 
and preventing nausea when taking it, while they — 
also efficiently supply the place of the oil when the ~ 
stomach cannot tolerate it. These facts are ‘ 
attested by the published records of numerous m 

cal men, extracts from which accompany each bottle, 
price from 2s, to 21s. 


SAVORY and MOORE, 143 New Bond street, 
London, and all Chemists. 


NOTE.—SAVORY and MOORE’s name and trade © 
mark on each bottle. 4 


ee 
ga 





OSS OF APPETITE spools 
4 prevented by THE FAMED TONIC a 
TERS, ** Waters’ Quinine Wine,” unsurpassed for ~ 
strengthening the digestive organs. Sold by a 


oilmen, confectioners, &c., at 30s. per dozen. — 54 
fae 8 


WATERS and WILLIAMS, the Original & 
Worcester House, 34 Eastcheap, E.C. Pa: 


LEWIS and CO., Agents, Worcester. ; 
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ARMY CONTRACTS. 


Control Office, Great Britain, 5 New street, 
Spring gardens, London, January 1, 1870. 


NDERS will be received by the 


E 
T Control Officers in change of the undermen- 
tioned districts, until. Twelve o’clock noon, on the 
dates hereinafter stated, for the SUPPLY of the 
following ARTICLES, for the use of the Military 
Hospitals, from 1st March, 1870, to 28th February, 
1871. 


Bread and Flour. 

Meat. 

Fish. 

Milk, Eggs, Butter, and 
Fowls. 


Vegetables. 
Groceries. 
Oilman’s stores. 
Wine, beer, &c. 


NORTH BRITAIN DISTRICT. 
Control Office, The Castle, Edinburgh. 
Tenders to be received until Noon on the 17th instant. 


Ayr. Glasgow. 
Dundee. Hamilton. 
Edinburgh, Leith Fort, | Paisley. 
and Piershill. Perth, 
Fort George, Stirling. 


NORTHERN DISTRICT. 
Control Office, Barrack street, Hulme, Manchester. 
Tenders to be received until Noon on the 24th instant. 


Ashton-under-Lyne. 
Birmingham. 
Bradford. 
Burnley. 
Bury. 
Carlisle. 
Chester, 
Coventry. 
Isle of Man. 
Fleetwood. 
Leeds. 


Liverpool, 
Manchester. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Northampton. 
Preston, Fulwood. 
Sheffield. 
Sunderland. 
Tynemouth. 
Weedon. 

York. 





! 
' 


SOUTH-WESTERN DISTRICT. 
Control Office, St Thomas street, Portsmouth. 
Tenders to be received until Noon on the 17th instant. 


Chichester. Parkhurst. 
Dorchester. Portland. 
Fort Fareham. Portsmouth. 
Golden hill. Sandown. 
Haslar (Gosport) Weymouth. 
Hilsea. Winchester. 
Netley. 


WESTERN DISTRICT. 
Control Office, 6 George street, Devonport. 
Tenders to be received until Noon on the 19th instant. 


Brecon, 8. W. Newport, Mon. 
Devonport. Pembroke Dock. 
Exeter. Treguntle. 
Horfield, Bristol. 


EASTERN DISTRICTS. 
Control Office, Abbey fold St John’s green, Cul- 
chester. 
Tenders to be received until Noon on the 20th instant. 


Colchester, Camp and | Ipswich. 
Lock Hospitals. Languard Fort. 
Great Yarmouth. Norwich. 
SOUTH-EASTERN DISTRICT. 
Control Office, Ordnance house, Esplanade, Dover. 
Tenders to be received until Noon on the 21st instant. 


Brighton. Hythe. 
Canterbury. Shorncliffe. 
Dover. 


WOOLWICH DISTRICT. 
Control Office, Royal Artillery Barracks, Woolwich. 
Tenders to be received until Noon on the 22nd instant. 


Maidstone. 
Purfleet. 
Shoeburyness, 


Warley. Herbe 
erbert Hospital. 
Woolwich { Female Hospital. 


CHATHAM DISTRICT. 
Control Office, Barracks, Chatham. 
Tenders to be received until Nvon on the 24th instant. 


Chatham. Sheerness. 
Gravesend. 


LONDON DISTRICT. 
Control Office, 5 New street, Spring gardens, S.W. 
Tenders to be received until Noon on the 25th instant. 


Hounslow. 


ALDERSHOT CAMP. 
Control Office, South Camp, Aldershot. 
Tenders to be received until Noon on the 25th instant. 


JERSEY. 
Control Oifice, Jersey. 
Tenders to be received until Noon on the 26thinstant. 


GUERNSEY. 
Control Office, Guernsey. 
Tenders to be received until Noon on the 26th instant. 


ALDERNEY. 
Control Office, Alderney. 
Tenders to be received until Noon, on the 26th instant. 


Forms of Tender and conditions of Contract may be 
obtained on application at the above Offices, by letter 
addressed to the Control Officer of the district, or in 
person, between the hours of Ten and Four o'clock, 
and no Tender will be entertained unless made upon 
the form so obtained. 

Tenders on the grinied forms must be properly 
filled up and signed, and no Tender will be noticed 
unless delivered in time at the District Office under 
closed envelope (marked “Tender for Hospital 
Supplies ” on the outside). 





LIST of 550 NEWSPAPERS 


that have recommended the ‘ Waverley,’ | 


‘Owl,’ and ‘Pickwick’ Pens to their Readers, will 
be found in the NORTH BRITISH REVIEW for 
JANUARY, 1870. 


Sranpanp.—* The ‘ Waverley’ will prove a trea- 
sure in the hands of a rapid writer.” 


ExaMinER.—“ The ‘Owl ’—we can vouch person- 
ally for the excellence of this invention.” 


Enainezn.—“ The ‘ Pickwick’ embodies an im- 
provement of great value.” 


Sold everywhere, 6d. and 1s. per Box, by post, 1s, 2d. 
MACNIVEN and CAMERON, 
23 to 33 Blair street, Edinburgh. (Established 1770). 
London Agents: MILLINGTON and HUTTON. 





| 
! 


t 


| 


ICTORIA = (AUSTRALIA) 
RAILWAY LOAN FOR £€2,107,000. 
IN FIVE PER CENT. DEBENTURES. 


Authorised by the Victorian Parliament under the 
Act 32 Victoria, No. 331, assented to 29th September, 
1868, called “The Railway Loan Act, 1868,” for 
the extension of Railways, and secured upon the 
Consolidated Revenues of the Colony. 


THE COMMITTEE of the SIX ASSOCIATED 
AUSTRALIAN BANKS, as Agents for the Govern- 
ment of Victoria, have been instructed to negotiate 
the balance of said loan amounting to 1,518, 

The loan will be issued in Debentures of 1002, 
5002, and 1,000/, each, bearing interest at 5 per cent. 
to commence from the Ist January, 1870, and the 
Coupons of the said loan are payable on the Ist 
January and ist July in each year, at the London 
and Westminster Bank, and the London Joint-Stock 
Bank, where also the principal will be payable on 
the first day of January, 1894. 

Copies of the Act, with the Debentures and 
Coupons, can be seen at the London and Westminster 
Bank. 

Tenders, in the form annexed, will be received at 
the London and Westminster Bank, on or before 
Tuesday, the 11th instant, until Two o'clock, p.m., 
where and when they will be opened in présence of 
the Agents of the Government, and of such of the 
Applicants as may attend. 

The Debentures will be allotted to the highest 
bidders, but no tender will be accepted at less than 
1007. 10s. 0d. for every 1001. of Debentures, 

Tenders at a price, including a fraction of a shilling 
other than sixpence, will not be preferentially ac- 
cepted, and should the equivalent tenders exceed the 
amount of the Debentures to be allotted, a pro rata 
distribution will be made, 

Payment will be required as follows, viz. : 

5 per cent. on application, and the balance on 
the 31st instant, when the Debentures will be 
delivered. 

Forms of Tender may bo obtained at the London 
and Westminster Bank, the London Joint-Stock 
Bank, the Six Associated Australian Banks, and 
from the Agent-General for Victoria. 

For the Bank of New South Wales, D. Lannaca, 
Chairman of Committee. 

For the Bank of Australasia, W. G. WuatMan. 

For the Union Bank of Australia, Joun Buan- 
WELL. 

For the Bank of Victoria, Hucgu L. Tayior. 

For the London Chartered Bank of Australia, 
JAMES FRASER. 

For the Colonial Bank of Australasia, James A. 
Dova.Las. 


London, 8rd January, 1870. 


No. —— 
FORM OF TENDER, 


To the Committee of the Six Associated Australian 
Banks, as Agents for the Government of Victoria, 


Gentlemen, 
hereby tender for £ 

ow amount also in words) Debentures of the 

ictorian Government according to the annexed 
notice of the 3rd instant, on which have 
paid the required deposit of £ (the 
amount also in words) and undertake to pay £ 

for every £100 in Debentures, and to accept 

the same or any less amount that may be allotted 
to and to pay for them in conformity 
with the terms of the said notice. 


We Os, -tcnncotics 
BOND ins ackcdenniits andes 
January, 18 


OAL SCOOPS.—WILLIAM S§&. 


BURTON has 400 different patterns of COAL 
SCOOPS ON SHOW, of which he invites inspec- 
tion. The prices vary from 1s, 9d. to 150s. 

Plain black open Scoops from 1s. 9d.; do. do. zine 
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HE COMMERCIAL UNION 
ASSURANCE COMPANY, 
FIRE—LIFE—MARINE 


Capital, fally Subscribed - £2,500,000 

Capital paid up 250,000 

Invested Assets 600,000 
Offices: 19 and 20 Cornhill, London. 


DIRECTORS : 


John Boustead, Esq. (Price and Boustead). 

Jeremiah Calman, sq, (J. and J. Colman). 

Alfred Giles, Esq., 9 Adelphi terrace, W.C. 

Nehemiah Griffiths, «7 Lee road, Lee, Kent. 

Samuel Hanson, Esq. ( Hanson and Son). 

Frederick W. Harris, Esq. (Dixon and Harris). 

Francis Hicks, Esq, (Thomas and Fraacis Hicks). . 

John Hodgson, Esq. (Grant, Hodgson, and Co). 

F, Larkworthy, Esq. (Bank of New Zealand). 

Charles J. Leaf, E Leaf, Sons, and Co.). 

William Leask, Esq., 14 Peet, 

A. J. Mundella, Esq., M.P., 116 Wood street, E.C., 
and Nottingbam. 

Henry W. Peek, Esq., M.P. (Peek, Brothers, and 


Py Sem Robertson, Esq., 20 Grafton street, W. 

D. Cooper Scott, Esq., London and Brazil. 

Alexander Sim, Esq. (Churchill and Sim). 

Henry Trower, Esq. (Trower and Lawson). 

James P, Woodhouse, Esq. (J. C. and M. Wood- 
house). 


7 . . . 


* . , . * . . . . 


FIRE DEPARTMENT. 
Manacsr, E. Cozens Smith, Esq. 


Moderate Rates of Premium, based on an equitable 
system of Assessment. Prompt Settlement of Claims, 

All Policies are Issued Free of Duty, and no fees or 
stamps are charged. 


MARINE DEPARTMENT. 
Unperwnirter, J. Carr Saunders, Esq. 


Risks underwritten in London on current terms, 


LIFE DEPARTMENT. 
Acruary and Manacer, W. P. Pattison, Esq. 


Complete accounts of income and expenditure, and 
fall particulars of the valuation, showing with clear- 
ness the position of the Life Branch, are issued to 
policy-bolders. 

The Life Funds, by deed of settlement, are in- 
vested in the names of special trustees for the security 
of life policv-holders, and the expenses of management 
are limited to 10 per cent. on the premium income. 
The following are examples of bonuses declared on 
the 3lst December, 1887, upon policies effected in 
1863: 


; 
| 
| 
i 
| 


Per Centage 
us 


Age at Sum ; Bonus; Annual | 
Entry. Assured Added Premium. 
| 


Yearly Rate | 

of Bonus per} 

mre > | cent. on Sum! 
Assured. 


of 
on Total Pre- 


miums Paid, 





& 


wise 
” 
_ 


S828 


£100 | £19 8 
106 | 24 14 
106. | 32 1 
110 | 43 16 


ALEX. SUTHERLAND, Secretary. 
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HE LONDON ASSURANCE 
CORPORATION, 
FOR FIRE, LIFE, AND MARINE ASSURANCES. 
Incorporated by Royal Charter A.p, 1720, 


Offices—No, 7? Royal Exchange, E.C., and No. 7 
Pallmall, 8. W. 


JAMES BLYTH, Esq., Goveavon. 

EDWIN GOWER, Esq., Sop-Goveanon. 
DAVID POWELL, Esq., Deruty-Govennon, 
DIRECTORS. 

Nath. Alexander, Esq. Harry Geo. Gordon, Esq: 


J. A. Arbuthnot, Esq. A. C. Guthrie, Esq. 
Harvey Brand, Esq. John A, Hankey, Esq. 
Louis Huth, Esq. 


Edward Budd, Esq. i sai ee 
en . B. Kenda . 
Charles ie 





lined, from 4s. 6d.; covered Box-scoops, from 4s. 6d. ; 
do, with Hand-scoop, from 10s, 6d, ; do. do. with fancy | 
gold ornamentation, from 193.; highly finished and 
ornamented, and fitted with imitation ivory handles, | 
from 30s, to 150s. 

There ia also a choice selection of Wooden Coal 
Boxes, with iron and brass mountings. 

William S. Burton confidently asserts his to be the 
largest, and at the same time the best aud most 
varied, assortment in the world, 


ILLIAM §. BURTON, Fur- 


nishing Ironmonger, by appointment to | 
H.R. H. the Prince of Wales, sends a CATALOGUE, | 
containing upwards of 700 Illustrations of his un- 
rivalled Stock, with Lists of Prices and Plans of the 
Twenty Large Show Rooms, post frée, 389 Oxford 
street, W.; 1, LA, 2, 8, and 4 Newman street; 4, 5, 
and 6 Perry's place; and 1 Newman yard, London, 
With the present Railway Facilities the cost of 
delivering goods to the most distant parts of the 
United Kingdom is trifling. WILLIAM 8, BUR- 
TON will always, when desired, undertake delivery 
at a small fixed rate. 


j 
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BREAKFAST. 
EPPS’S COCOA. 


GRATEFUL AND COMFORTING. 





CROSSE AND BLACKWELL'S 
PREPARED SOUPS, 


IN PINT AND QUART TINS, 
READY FOR IMMEDIATE USE. 
Mock Turtle, Tail, Jullienne, Real Turtle, 
Matlieatawny, Hare &c. &e. 
Retail of all Grocers and Italian Warehousemen ; 
Wholesale of the Manufacturers, 


CROSSE AND BLACEWELIL, 
PURVEYORS TO HER MAJESTY, 
SOHO SQUARE, LONDON. 








Alfred D. Chapman, Esq. 
Mark W. Collet, Esq. Lyall, Esq. 
Sir F. Currie, Bart. Capt. R. W. Pelly, R.N. 
F. G. Dalgety, Esq. William Rennie, Esq. 
Bonamy Dobree, Esq. P. F, Robertson, Esq. 
John Entwisle, Esq. Robert Ryrie, Esq 

Lewis A Wallace, sq. 


George L. M. Gibbs, Esq. 
Robert Gillespie, Esq. William B. Watson, Esq. 








VERLAND ROUTE— 
The PENINSULAR and ORIENTAL 


STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANY book Passen- 
gers and receive Cargo and Parcels by their Steamers 


frm Southampton, From Marseilles. 
eet 2 p.m. 
” 


Every Sunday, at 
” 7 am, 


GIBRALTAR { 
MALTA 
ALEXANDRIA 


ADEN 
*BOMBAY 
GALLE 
MADRAS 


{ 


Sunday, Jan. 2, 
7am. And every 
alternate Sunday 
thereafter, 


irhy, De. 25, 
p.m. every 
alternate Satur. 


SINGAPORE day thereaft 


CHINA 
JAPAN 
Saturday, Dee, 25, (Sunday, Jan. 2, 
2 p.m, And every 7 a.m. And every 
fourth Saturday fourth Sunday 
thereafter, thereafter. 


And all Ports touched at by the British India Steam 
Navigation Company's Steamers. 


following reduced rates will be charged to 


AUSTRALIA 


* The 
Bombay 
From Southampton . £72 first class; £45 second class, 
From Marseilles ... £70 - £43 as 
exclusive of transit through Egypt. A corresponding 
a will be made in the rates from Bombay to 

Lurope. 

For further particulars, apply at the Company’s 
Offices, 122 Leadenhall street, London, or Oriental 
place, Southampton. 





INANCIAL REFORM UNION. 


TREASURER. 
Ma. ALDERMAN LUSK, M.P., 62 Fenchurch 
Street. 


BANKERS. 
THE IMPERIAL BANK, Victoria Street, West- 
minster, 


VICE-PRESIDENTS. 


DR BREWER, M.P. 
JACOB BRIGHT, Fsq., M.P. 
CHARLES BUXTON, E-q., M 
PROFESSOR FAWCETT, ia, 
The Hon. R. W. GROSVENOR, 
THOMAS HUGHES, Faq, M 
JOHN HOLMS, Esq. M.P. 
MR ALD. J. C. LAWRENCE, M.P. 
W. McARTHUR, Esq., M.P. 
SAMUEL MORLEY, Esq., M.P. 
CHARLES REED, 
H, " q oie 

W. M. TORRENS, Esq., M.P 

W. POLLARD URQUHART, Eaq., MP. 
BENJAMIN WHITWORTH, Esq, 
PETER GRAHAM, Esq, Oxford street 
JOHN atte Esq., tiga 
W. 8. BUR ON , Oxford street. 

J. A. NICHOLAY, Esq,, 195, Oxford street. 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 


RICHARD MOORE, 25 Hart street, Bloomsb 
(Chairman), 


JOHN NOBLE, 10 Bridge street, Westminster 
(Hon. See.), 


As) 
M 
M 


.P. 
P. 


JAMES BEAL, 209 Flan. 

W. E. CORNER, 105 Leadenhall street, E.C. 

C. H. ELT, Noel street, Islington. 

H. J. FIELD, 8 fn Resa EC, 

GEO. HILL, 154 Westminster-bridge road, 

W. A. H. HOWS, 179 Kingsland road. 

T. MASON JONES, 6 Pembridge gardens, Bays- 


water. 
J. BAXTER peptone Lineoln’s inn fields 
Dr ©. T. PEARCE, 12 Gloucester street, Belgrave 


J. W. PROUDMAN, Seuth Ha 

LEWIS RANDALL, Merton. 

T. A. READWIN, Wynne road, Brixton. 

E. DRESSER ROGERS, Town-hall Chambers, 
Southwark. 

JAMES VAVASSEDUR, 3 Huggin E.C. 

ALFRED WALKER, Peartree street, Goswell street. 





The Share Capital of this Corporation is 896,550/., 
of which one-half, or 448,275/., has been paid up. The 
total Invested Funds on the 3ist December, 1868, 
amounted to 2,502,540/. 


FIRE DEPARTMENT. 

The Fire Duty having been abolished, Fire Insa- 
rances are now effected without any charge beyond 
the Premium. 

Notice is hereby given to persons insured against 
Fire that the Renewal Receipts for Insurances due at 
Christmas are ready to be delivered, and that Insur- | 
ances on which the Premium shall remain unpaid 
after Fifteen Days from the said Quarter-day will 
become void. 

LIFE DEPARTMENT. 

A printed abstract of the General Balance Sheet, 
together with particulars of the Life Department, 
may be had on application at the Head Office. The 
foliowing items relating to the Life Business have 
been extracted therefrom, 

Policies in foree for . 

Aunual Income from— 

Premiums . 
Interest . 


£4,804,499 


£159,083 
£54,560 


£213,043 


Accumulated Premiums . , . « £1,831,150 


MARINE DEPARTMENT. 


Marine Insurances can be effected at the Head 
Office, and at Calcutta, Madras, Bombay, Mauritius, 
Hong Kong, and Shanghai. 


“OHN P, LAURENCE, Secretary. 


VERLAND TRUNKS for 


T Eee womens aig of Overland 
run es’ Travelling Boxes, Portmanteaus. 
Leather Bags, Cubin Furniture, will be for- 
warded on ication to THRESHER and 
GLENNY, Outfitters, next door to Somerset House, 





OFFICE.—10 BRIDGE STREET, WEST- 
MINSTER, 58. W, 
OBJECTS. 
Reduction of the National Expenditure, 
Remission of Taxation on Articles of General Ccn- 
sumption, 
Effective Supervision and Control of the National 
Income. 
Economical and just Administration of the Funds 
raised by National Taxation. 
The co-operation of all friends of economy is in- 
vited. Cheques may be drawn in favour of the Hoo. 
Secretary, and should be crossed “Imperial Bank, 


Westminster.” 
N EWCASTLE WEEKLY 
CHRONICLE. 


Published on FRIDAY and SATURDAY. 
Price TWOPENCE, 
NEWCASTLE DAILY CHRONICLE. 
Published every MORNING, Price ONE PENNY, 
The NEWCASTLE WEEKLY CHRONICLE 
Established 1764) is one of the Oldest and Best 


tablished of Provincial Journals. It issues Four 
Editions Weekly (on Friday and Saturday). 


The NEWCASTLE DAILY PRRORICLE isa 
First-Class Daily Newspaper, It gives fu 

upon all Matters of Interest, and plete et, 
Comasercial, and Shipping Intell up to the 
moment of going to No Advertisement can 


be fairl t' the notice of the public in 
the Northern aes anes it be inserted in the 
HRONICLE. The CHRONICLE is printed on 


B's Rotary Printing Machine, and has a very 








Strand, London. 


he Pog, ad Circulation than any Newspaper ” the 
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ALSO SCOTT ADIE’S FAMOUS “WATERPROOF” DEER-STALKING AND DR 


SscoTrtTr AD 


CELEBRATED SCOTCH FISHING, SHOOTING, AND TRAVELLING TWEEDS, 


Woven in the Hand Looms, of PURE HIGHLAND WOOLS, and suited for all Seasons and Climates, are on View at the y a" ’ 


ROYAL SCOTCH WAREHOUSE, 

















REGENT STREET, LONDON. 


ALWAYS IN GREAT CHOICE. 


BOYS’ HIGHLAND SUI 


TS MADE TO ORDER. 


ENTRANCE AT THE CORNER OF VIGO STREET O 
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IVING CLOAK 
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EVADA FREEHOLD 
PROPERTIES TRUST, 
SUBSCRIPTION, £310,000. 


Certificates 2/, each, with Coupons attached for in- 
terest 12} per Cent. for 17 years, payable to bearer 
half-yearly. 11. 0n application and 1/. on issue of 
Certificates. No further liability whatever. 


CuainmaNn—The Honourable JAMES TOBIN. 
BANKERS. 


The National Provincial Bank of England and 
Branches, 


BROKERS. 
Messrs CROSLEY BROS.and CO., 3 Royal Exchang® 
buildings. 
Offices—22 Moorgate street, E.C. 


Major-General Mason, one of the Trustees, deputed 
to proceed to Nevada to examine the mines and 
register the titles to the Bo gem having brought 
home a most satisfact port, together with nume- 
rous samples of ores taken by himself, and three bars 
of silver produced from three tons of ore mined and 
milled under his personal supervision, all of which 
are open to inspection at the Offices of the Trust, the 
Trustees have decided on making the final issue of 
certificates, applications for which should be at once 
made to the Bankers, or at the Offices of the Trust. 

The Subscription is for the purpose of gr eae. 
the purchase of 24 large unencumbered freehol 
estates in Nevada (U.S.A.), namely, 22 Silver 
Mining Properties, nearly ten miles in length, all let 
on leases; and two estates pine woodlands, about 
six miles square. 


ADVANTAGES. 


Rentals above 52,200/., with royalties, increasing 
yearly, raising the income to nearly 70,0001. (mini- 
mum. 

12} per cent. interest during the whole 17 years of 
trust; certificate payable to bearer, and paid back in 
full by yearly drawings and « coupon of reversion 
(to a proportionate amount in the properties) 
attached to each certificate. 

A fund at bankers, is especially reserved as 
guarantee for first two years’ 

At termination of trast the properties to be realised 
and proceeds divided between. certificate holders 


according to amount of cou of sev held b 
according amoun pons of poversiag } y 


No working capita], or machinery, or expenses of 
any kind for the mines required by the trust, as the 
lessees employ their own means for developing the 


eae 

e contract and trast deed, together with forms 
of certificates, maps, plans, certified copies of records, 
reports, &c,, ma seen at the Offices of the Trust, 
where also can be obtained Prospectuses and Forms 
cf Application. 


Offices, 22 Moorgate street, E.C. 





TO THE TRUSTEES OF THE NEVADA 
FREEHOLD PROPERTIES TRUST. 
Avstin, Navapa, Nov. 22, 1869. 


Gentiemex,—In ~ of your instructions I 
have made a careful personal examination of the 
several properties belonging to the Trust, and I 
herewith beg to submit the following Report: 

proceeded to the Twin River Mining District, 
about fifty miles south of the city of Austin, in the 
State of Nevada, to examine the mines. 

I first visited Ophir Canon, in Twin River Mining 
District, in which is a large and costly mill, of 
twenty stamps. Here also are located the Mammoth, 
the Gould and Curry, the Anna Morgan and Law- 
rence Consolidated, and the Bullion ledges. The 
Mammoth ledge is a short distance below the Mill. 
Its immense croppings are visible fur a long distance, 
and show to great advantage; it is 20 feet in width, 
and crops out for a considerable distance. 

The Gould and Curry can socteenery, traced from 
the Murphy shaft, the croppings being identical, and 

resenting as good an outcrop as the celebrated 
urphy mine: and from the t success of the 
Murphy, the Trast cannot fail to find a very valu- 
able mine in the Gould and Curry, which is 15 feet 


wide. 

The Anna Morgan and Lawrence Consolidated is 
1,000 feet from the Murphy Mine, and upon the same 
nad Reged. 5 os Bey Baa same as upon the 
Marphy, and and Curry, and the character 
< quartz identical; this ledge is 10 feet in 

t 


The Welland and Glasgow Mines are in Wiscon- 
sin Canon, north of Ophir, and both ledges are well 
» partaking of the general character of the 
Mines of Twin River. The Welland ledge is 5 feet 
in width—the G w 10 feet. 

In Lost Chance Canon south of Ophir are—The 
Northern Light, 20 feet wide; Andy Jobnson, 20 
feet; Black Hawk, 10 feet; Baker, Belmont, 8 feet; 
Saratoga, 10 feet; and the Vanderbilt, 50 feet wide. 
Considerable developments have been made upon 
these Mines, and they show to great advantage ; 
recent blasts have discovered the fine quality 
character of the ore. The Andy Johan, in’ part 
ticular, crops out a t distance, impressing the 
beholder with adm for its gigantic rtions 
and uniform quality of its quartz. Near opposite 
the Andy Jobnson is the Vanderbilt Mine To 
magnitude it surpasses all that I saw in any of the 
districts. ts great outcrop rises up fully 50 feet 


“cd 
above the surface, and presents a most impressive 
and imposing appearance; this ledge is 50 feet in 
width, yet at the point of the location such an im-| 
mense body of ore appears, that I think it could 
safely be called very mach wider. The developments 
here are similar to those upon the Andy Johngon. 
The quartz in the shafts was strongly impregnated 
with mineral, I directed two tons, taken out from the | 
Mines under my supervision, to be reduced at the! 
Mill. The ore taken was an average of the ledge | 
(not selected), and i's results will form a fair estimate | 
of what may be expected from these Mines. These | 
two tons, one each from the Andy Johnson and 
Vanderbilt, with one ton from the Apollo Mine in! 
the Manhatten District, will be at once reduced by 
mill process, and the result forwarded to you in 
bullion.* 

The Canons are well watered; mountains well 
wooded; and the Trust has, in this locality, several 
hundred acres of Woodland; some of its tracts being 
the best in the district. 

Across Smoky Valley, about thirty miles east, is 
the Manhattan District, somewhat different in its 
character, its mountains being less lofty, and its 
Canons more gradual. Here I visited the Jupiter, 
10 feet wide; Venus, 15 feet; Orion, 7 feet; Pallas, | 
4 feet; Mars, 8 feet; Apollo, 25 feet; Mount Zion, 
9 feet; Asteroids, 50 feet. The ledges crop out, 
boldly, are well defined, and have every indivzation | 
of being permanent and enduring veins. The 2,240, 
acres belonging to the trust in this district is well | 
timbered and capable of furnishing all wood re- 
quired timber or for fuel for milling and mining. 

The Mines in both Manhattan and Twin River 
Districts are easy of access, with good mountain 
roads through the various Canons. 
From all the mines I took specimens of ore, 
which I have marked and forwarded to you. 

My examination of the properties bas fully im-| 
pressed me with their value, and convinced me that | 
the representations made regarding them are not | 
only in the main true, but that much more might | 
truly have been said of their merits. 

A mine of the magnitude of the Vanderbilt, and of 
its uniform valuable quartz, capable as it is alone of 
supplying a large mill for an indefinite time, consti- | 
tutes of itself a valuable mining property ; but such 
mines as the Vanderbilt, Andy Johnson, Gould and | 
Curry, Glasgow and Apollo, together with the re-— 
maining properties of the Trust, all good, form a 
combination at once insuring success, and equal to 
the best mining properties of the State. 

My opinions have been formed after a careful ex- 
amination of the mines of successful Companies at | 
Belmont, at Reese River, and of the celebrate! Mur- | 
phy Mine at Twin River. Al! the Twin River M nes 
of the Trust are similar in character to this latter 
mine; and, judging from the croppings, there is just | 
reason to believe that their workings will be as suc- | 
cessful as have been those of this celebrated mine. 


T. E. MONK MASON, 
Trustee of the Nevada Freehold Properties’ Trust. 





* Three bars of Silver Bullion, the produce of these | 
ores, ae with numerous samples from the dif- 


ferent mines, may be seen at the 


OFFICES OF THE TRUST, 22 MOORGATE 
STREET, E.C. 





ORTH BRITISH and 
MERCANTILE INSURANCE COMPANY. 


Incorporated by Royal Charter and Acts of 
Parliament. 


FIRE DEPARTMENT. 
Policies should be renewed within fifteen days from 


the 25th instant. Receipts may be had of the various 
Agencies and Branches, and at the Head Office. 


London: 61 Threadneedle Street, E.C. 
a West-End Office, 8 Waterloo Place, 8.W. 


December, 1869. 


MPERIAL FIRE INSURANCE 


COMPANY, No. 1 Old Broad street, E.C., 
and Nos. 16 and 17 Pallmall, S.W. 
Instituted 1803. 

Capital, £1,600,000. Paid-up and Invested, £700,000. 

Insurances against Fire can be effected with this 
Company on every description of property, at 
moderate rates of premium. , 

Policies falling due at Christmas should be renewed 
aaee the 8th of January, or the same will become 
void, 

The recent abolition of the duty on Fire Insurance 
should induce Policyholders and all intending In- 
surers to protect themselves fully from loss by fire, 
which can now be done at a net annual cost of from 
1s. 6d, per cent. upwards. 

Septennial Policies charged only six years’ pre- 


mium, 

Prompt and liberal settlement of claims. 

The usual commission allowed on Foreign and 
Ship Insurances. 


JAMES HOLLAND, Superintendent. 


HAT is the HOLY GRAIL? 
See CHAMBERS'S ENCYCLOPAZDIA, 














~ | Truth and Love. 


Now ready, 1 vol., imperial 8vo, price 10s. 6d., cloth, 


HE ORIGIN, PERSECUTIONS, 
and DOCTRINES of the WALDENSES. 


From Documents, many now for the first time The DUKE’S HONOUR. By RA ies 


Collected. With Remarks and Comments thereon. 
By the Rev. Pivs Macta, D.D. 


London: JAMES TOOVEY, 177 Piccadilly. 





SIR CHARLES LOCK EASTLAKE, R.A. 


Now ready, 8vo, 12s., 


NEW SERIES of CONTRIBU- 


TIONS to the LITERATURE of the 
FINE ARTS. By Sir C. Lock Eastiaxz, R.A., 


ANNALS of an EVENTFUL LIFE, § 
ols. il 
The UNKIND WORD, and other Stories, 


FORGOTTEN by the WORLD, 3 vols,” 


HURST and BLACKETT, 13 Great Marlborough; 











THE NEW NOVELS. 


———_—_o — 


WILBERFORCE. 3 vols. 
“ A decidedly clever novel.”—Athengeum, 


By the Author of ‘John Halifax.’ 2 vols, a ‘ 


‘* Well written and readable.””—Echo, 





late President of the Royal Academy. With a 
Memoir of the Author, and a Selection from his 
Letters. By Lady Eastuaks. 


JOHN MURRAY, Albemarle street. 





HE QUARTERLY REVIEW, | 
No. 253, will be published on SATURDAY, a hiegpe gone: Be rofessor of Physiology, 


JANUARY 15th. 
CONTENTS : 


I. Mr Tennyson’s Holy Grail. 
II. Life Assurance Compatiies. 
III. Mr Lecky’s History of European Morals. 
IV. The Land Question in France. 
V. Era of George the Second. 
VI. The Rig Veda. 
VII. New Zealand and our Colonial Empire. 
VIIL. Papal Infallibility. 
IX. Miss Austen and Miss Mitford. 
X. The Irish Cauldron. 


JOHN MURRAY, Albemarle street. 


LACKWOOD’S MAGAZINE, for 





JANUARY, 1870. No. DCLI. Price 23.64.; ROLAND YORKE: a Sequel 


CONTENTS : 


Earl’s Dene.—Part IIT. 

The Farming and Peasantry of the Continent. 
John, —Part IIL. 

Lord Mayo and the Umballa Durbar. 

Lord Lytton’s Comedy. 

The Opening of the Suez Canal. 

Mr Froude and Queen Mary. 


don. 





On the Ist of January, 


HE TRUE CATHOLIC:| VIRGINIA RANDALL; or, To- 


A New Periodical, in the interests of Scriptural 


Contents oF No. I.: 


I. Explanation of our Title, 
If. “*How I came out from Rome.” An Auto- 
we g's By C. L. Trivier. 
Ill. Favourite Texts of Romanism Examined.— 


No. I. 
IV. The Temple of God and its Scaffolding. 


and CO. 


Mrs GERALD’S NIECE. By Lady 


SUSAN FIELDING, the New 


recently appeared, It is intensely interesting, keep 
Lord Byron and his Calumniators. ing the reader’s attention alive from first to last 


W. BLACKWOOD and SONS, Edinburgh and | Se true and vivid is the conception of the 
characters that we have sometimes a difficu 


realising that we are, after all, only reading z ? 
creation of an author's fancy.”—Globe, ES 


RED AS A ROSE IS SHE. By 




























Pp. 120, Twenty-one illustrations, cloth, price 
per 100, 35s., a 


HE BODY and its HEALT 
A Book for’ Primary Schools. By ED 


ts 


Dublin: FALCONER. London: SIMP ve 
THE POPULAR NEW NOVEIS” 


AT ALL LIBRARIES, 





ot 
LADY GEORGIANA FULLERTON’S NEW ~ 
STORY OF MODERN LIFE. 


GeorataNnA Fouterron, Author of ‘ Lady-Bird? 
‘Too Strange not to be True,’ &c. oe 


‘The Channings. By Mrs Henax Woo 
Authorof ‘East Lynne,’ &. 3 vols. ie 


Popular Novel by the Author of ‘ Archie iy 
and “ Steven Lawrence.” 3 vols., post 8vo, 


“‘Thia story is one of the very best which 














in New York. A Novel. 2 vols., post 8vo, 


Bes 4 

Also, nearly ready, 
the Author of ‘Cometh Up as a Flower.’ : 
vols., post 8vo. “i 





RICHARD BENTLEY, New Burlington stretl 
Publisher in Ordinary to Her Majesty. 3 





. “The Pope and the Council.” 

VI. Christian Perfection. 
VII. The Church of Rome tested by the Epistle to 
the Romans. 


< 


Apostasy. 
IX. Communion with the Saints. 
X. Review: Hugh Latimer. A Biograpby. 
XI. Monthly Ecclesiastical Notes. 


Adapted for circulation by the Clergy of all de- 
nominations, by City and Town Missionaries, Scrip- 
ture Readers, Evangelists, and Sunday School 
Teachers. 


Twelve Quarto Pages, finely printed on toned paper, 


VILL. Papal Infallibility the Crown of Roman A new Newspaper for the City of Westminster, ¢ 


tains the latest general and local intelligence 
Published every Saturday. Price ONE PENNY. — 


Strand Hotel Buildings, W.C. 


the Publisher, EDWARD CURTICE, and crossed 
London and Westminster Bank. i 













ESTMINSTER WEEKLY 
NEWS and GENERAL ADVERTISER, 


Offices—4 Moreton street, Pimlico, S.W., and * 








Cheques and Money Orders to be made payable to 
















ONE PENNY MONTHLY. 


Published at the Office of Toz Truxz CatHo.ic, 
65 St Paul's churchyard. 


To be had of all Booksellers, Newsagents, &c. 





This day is published, price és., 


WEEK, 4d., or by post 5d., for Views In t 
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